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Jaipal Singh Munda (1903–1970)  

Jaipal Singh Munda, popularly known as “Marang 

Gomke” (Great Leader), was a prominent Adivasi leader, 

Constituent Assembly member, politician and 

international-level hockey player. He is particularly 

important for UPSC/UPPCS because of his role in 

advocating tribal rights in the Constituent Assembly. 

Early Life and Education 

 Born on 3 January 1903 in Takra village, present-day Jharkhand.  

 He belonged to the Munda tribal community.  

 He studied at St. Paul’s School, Ranchi, and later went to Oxford University.  

 He was selected for the Indian Civil Service (ICS) but ultimately did not pursue an 

ICS career.  

Hockey and the 1928 Olympics 

Jaipal Singh was an outstanding hockey player and captained the Indian hockey team during 

part of its campaign at the 1928 Amsterdam Olympics. 

India eventually won the gold medal, beginning its extraordinary era of Olympic hockey 

dominance. 

An important factual qualification: although Jaipal Singh was the team's captain initially, he 

did not play the final after leaving the team before the completion of the tournament. So 

saying simply that he “captained India to the 1928 Olympic gold” can be misleading. 

Adivasi Movement 

His most significant contribution came through his leadership of India's tribal communities.  

In 1939, he became president of the Adivasi Mahasabha. He advocated political 

representation, protection of tribal land and culture, and greater autonomy for Adivasi 

regions. 

He was an important early advocate of a separate Jharkhand state comprising tribal-

dominated areas. 

After Independence, the Adivasi Mahasabha evolved into the Jharkhand Party in 1950 

under his leadership. 

Role in the Constituent Assembly 

Jaipal Singh Munda was a powerful Adivasi voice in the Constituent Assembly (1946–

1950). 
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In his famous intervention on 19 December 1946, he argued that Adivasis were among 

India's original inhabitants and had historically suffered exploitation and neglect. 

  

 
 
13A8.  In „era of reels‟, avoid shortcuts, read autobiographies, Modi tells youth 

„           ‟                 ,             ,                       
 Speaking at the launch of former President Ram Nath Kovind‟s autobiography, Triumph of 

the Indian Republic: My Life, My Struggles, he said Mr. Kovind‘s life showed how 
determination could help a person overcome adversity and rise to the highest constitutional 
office. 

                                     , Triumph of the Indian Republic: My Life, My 

Struggles              अ स               उ                                               

        स        स                             स  उ     औ  स                             
   स         स        
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13A8.  India‟s first branded train set to run 
as „Sprite‟ Tejas Express 

                        „Sprite‟                
            

 India‘s first ‗private, branded‘ train, launched by 
the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation 
(IRCTC) between Lucknow and Delhi, will run as the 
„Sprite‟ Tejas Express. 
Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation 

(IRCTC)        ख ऊ औ                      गई         
     ‗    ,       ‘     „Sprite‟                         ग   

 After IRCTC awarded advertisement rights 
through train branding of the Lucknow-Delhi-Lucknow 
Tejas Express to M/s Sprite for a period of six months, 
the North Eastern Railway was told that Train 
82501/82502 Lucknow-Delhi-Lucknow IRCTC Tejas 
Express should be announced as the ‗Sprite‘ Tejas 
Express, sources in the Railways said. 

         स                IRCTC        ख ऊ-     - ख ऊ 

   स   स  स                                          छ  

         अ           M/s Sprite                   ,        
                    ग          82501/82502  ख ऊ-     -
 ख ऊ IRCTC    स   स  स    „Sprite‟                
      घ               

 The advertisement through train branding was 
given by way of a Letter of Acceptance. 

          ग          स            अ      Letter of 

Acceptance          स       ग       
 The private train will be announced as „Sprite‟ 

Tejas Express at originating and en-route stations on 

both sides of the journey, the sources told The Hindu on 
Wednesday. 

स                 The Hindu             इस                                            औ          
          „Sprite‟                      घ             ग   

 The country‘s first private train was flagged off by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath on December 3, 2021. 

                                                              3        2021               ख ई 

    
 The much publicised IRCTC‘s own fully air-conditioned superfast train is equipped with 

modern facilities. 

IRCTC             अ                                           स        स  स स         
 It has extensive on-board food/beverage and infotainment services, the IRCTC said. 

IRCTC           इस         ऑ -         /    औ                        उ         
 Group booking is allowed in the train where passengers travelling in groups to attend 

corporate meetings, marriages, social events, etc., could book an entire AC Chair Car coach 
having 78 seats. 

इस                       अ        ,   स                    ,      , स                      
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                  स                           78                AC Chair Car               स    
    

 ―This is the first time that a train is being named after a brand. 

―                    स               स                  ख             
 Though the Lucknow-Delhi-Lucknow Tejas Express is a private train, IRCTC pays Indian 

Railways hauling charges, which includes the use of its infrastructure, such as tracks, railway 
stations, etc.,‖ a senior Railways official said. 

         ख ऊ-     - ख ऊ    स   स  स               , IRCTC                                
  ग           ,   स         ,                    स  उस                     उ   ग               

  ,‖                   अ               

 
 
13A8.  Italy‟s Curtis shatters women‟s 50m 

backstroke world record 

                            50                 
                 

 Italian teenager Sara Curtis set a 50m women‟s 
backstroke world record of 26.63s in qualifying at the 
European swimming championships in Paris on 

Wednesday. 

 इ                                               स    
                                   इ ग        26.63          
स                      50                            

              
 The previous record of 26.86 was set by Australia‘s 

Kaylee McKeown at a World Cup meet in Budapest on 
October 20, 2023. 

 इसस       26.86                                               20       , 2023                
              

 

GS Paper 1: History 13 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
 

 

Visual question: Name this leader of the Mexican rebel 
movement called the Zapatistas. WIKIMEDIA  
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GS Paper 1: Society 13 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
13A8 Faith healing poses challenge to authorities as diseases kill 7 tribal children in 

Madhya Pradesh 

                        7                                -                       
                  

 

 

13A8. Faith healing poses challenge to authorities as diseases kill 7 tribal 
children in Madhya Pradesh 

                        7                                -             
                            

 Seven children have lost their lives and about 100 have fallen ill in about 45 days in some 
tribal villages of Madhya Pradesh‘s Balaghat district, due to an outbreak of monsoon-related 
diseases, officials have said. 

अ                                                                         स   स  स       
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                          ग ग 45                              गई    औ   ग ग 100   ग       
        

 According to officials, about five villages of the Baiga tribe have reported 100 cases of 
malaria, typhoid, viral infections and skin infections among children aged between one and 13 
since June. 

अ            अ  स  ,     स                                       स  13                       
       ,   इ  इ ,       स     औ       स         ग ग 100       स            

 The Baiga community is a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG) with members of 

the group often opting for faith healing over modern medicine. 

                                              (Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group—

PVTG)   ,   स   स    अ स              स              -                              
    

GS Paper 1: Geography 13 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

13A8 Nighttime blitz damaged Russia‟s Black Sea Naval base: Zelenskyy 

                                                            :         
13A8 Paramilitary force launches drone attacks across Sudan army targets 

                                                     

13A8 Two militants killed as Colombia steps up air strikes against rebels 

                                                                             

 

 

 
13A8.  Nighttime blitz damaged Russia‟s Black Sea Naval base: Zelenskyy 

                                                            :         

 Ukrainian anti-ship missiles, jet-powered aerial drones and sea drones blitzed a major 
Russian Naval base on the Black Sea coast in a “unique” nighttime operation, Ukrainian 

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on Wednesday. 
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             -            ,    -                औ                     स ग                 स 

         ख   स     अ       “       ”                                  ,                  

                                    
 The Ukrainian military “carried out a unique operation targeting the Naval base in 

Novorossiysk — the last major stronghold of the Russian fleet in the Black Sea,” Mr. 

Zelenskyy said. 

                            स       “                                                        

            —                                             ” 

 The attack struck air defences, piers and other infrastructure in the Krasnodar region, he 

added. 

उ             इस                                         ,      औ                        
             ग    

 Krasnodar region Gov. Veniamin Kondratyev said that hundreds of Ukrainian drones 
attacked Novorossiysk, Anapa and Gelendzhik and the Temryuk district of the region 

overnight. 

                ग                                          स                                , 

      औ                                                 
 
13A8.  Paramilitary force launches drone 

attacks across Sudan army targets 

                                                 
    

 Sudan‘s paramilitary Rapid Support Forces 
(RSF) launched drone strikes on the capital Khartoum 

and other army-controlled cities on Wednesday. 

 स        अ  स                       (RSF)           
                  औ  स                   अ               

          
 RSF spokesperson confirmed that the group had 

targeted the airport and army warehouses in Atbara, 
as well as fuel 
depots in 
Omdurman 

and a military airport in the south. 

 RSF                         स                      

     औ                    स  -स                   

                                                   
    

13A8. Two militants killed as Colombia steps 
up air strikes against rebels 

                                                   

                          

 The strike against the National Liberation Army 

was carried outlate Monday in the northeastern 
Catatumbo region, the Defence Ministry said. 
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                                                           स                               
            ग    

GS Paper II: Polity 13 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

13A8 Charges made against Justice Varma „proved‟, says probe report 

                      ,                                      „    ‟     

13A8 Will have to see if there was split in Shiv Sena: SC 

                                ,                   :               

13A8 Amid tussle, NCSC panel to probe Centre‟s de-reservation proposals 

               NCSC                 -                           
13A8 RS passes Bills to change name of Kerala, strengthen co-operative corporation 

                             औ                                                  

13A8 Supreme Court clarifies scope of police custody under BNSS 

                 BNSS                                           
 
 

 

13A8. Charges made against Justice Varma „proved‟, says probe report 

                      ,                                      „    ‟     

 A three-member inquiry committee constituted by Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has found 
the charges ―proved‖ against former Delhi High Court judge Justice Yashwant Varma over 

the discovery of burnt currency at his official residence, holding that his explanations were 
―evasive and unsatisfactory‖. 

                           ग        स           स                   उ              
                                       उ                स          ई                  स     

    ग   ग           ―    ‖         औ            उ             ―             औ  
         ‖     

 The committee‘s report, tabled in both Houses of Parliament on Wednesday, said Justice 
Varma had failed to provide a satisfactory explanation regarding the presence, source, or 
ownership of the cash found in the storeroom of his official residence. 

          स स          स             स                      ग                     अ    
            स         -                        ग , उस                     स        
स                                   

 The panel was headed by Supreme Court judge Justice Aravind Kumar, and had Chief 

Justice of the Bombay High Court Justice Shree Chandrashekhar and senior advocate of the 
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Karnataka High Court B.V. Acharya as members. 

स        अ                                                            ,      इस   स     
                                                           औ                              

          .  .                 
 Sources indicated that the government may consider carrying forward the process of removal 

against him since removal proceedings started before he resigned. 

स       स             स     उ                                   ग                    स      , 
      उ    इ           स                                            

13A8. Will have to see if 

there was split in Shiv 
Sena: SC 

                            
    ,                   : 
              

 The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday said it would have first 
see whether there had been a split 
in the Shiv Sena as such a 

division may originate in the 
legislature party and the fissure 
can percolate into the organisation 
and the primary membership. 

स                                 

उस            ख     ग                
                     ,        स  
                              
स       औ  उस        स ग       
       स               स        

 The observations were 
made by a Bench comprising 
Chief Justice Surya Kant and 
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and 
V. Mohana during the final hearing 

on pleas filed by the Uddhav 
Thackeray-led Sena (UBT) faction 

in 2024 over the Election Commission‘s (EC) February 17, 2023 order recognising the Eknath 
Shinde-led faction as the original Shiv Sena and allotting it the party‘s name and “bow and 
arrow” symbol. 

                                                                 औ              .          
       2024    उ                         स    (UBT) ग                          अ     स    ई    
                                  ग (EC)    17      , 2023         स  स          ,   स         

                     ग             स                       गई    औ  उस                  “    -

   ”                        ग       
 The Bench examined whether a split originating in the legislature party could subsequently 

manifest itself within the broader party organisation and primary membership, and whether 
such developments could be considered by the EC while deciding a dispute under Paragraph 
15 of the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution. 
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       इस                                                                        स ग   औ  
       स                        स      , औ      स                                   15    
      स                      स              ग  स  घ                   स        

„Epicentre of split‟ 

„             ‟ 

 To this, senior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for the Uddhav faction, said, ―As a proposition 
of law, a split in the political party can never arise merely from a split in the legislature party. 
That has been decided by the Constitution Bench [in a judgment].‖ 

इस           उ    ग         स            अ                        , ―          स         
     ,   स                                                            उ             
स                    [           ]               ‖ 

 Justice Bagchi said the judgment states that the proposed split cannot be restricted to a split 
in the legislature party. 

            ग                          ग                                                
          स                  स     

 ―But it does not say that if a split begins in the legislature party and subsequently gets 
reflected in the organisation and the primary membership, it cannot be considered. It may be 
the epicentre of a larger split,‖ the judge said. 

                , ―      इस               ग                                                औ  
       स ग              स                           ,    उस                       स        

                     स       ‖ 
 Mr. Sibal questioned the EC‘s approach in determining whether there was a genuine dispute 

within the party and whether the faction approaching it had exhausted the internal remedies 
available under the Sena‘s constitution. 

    स                                      ग               स    उ                         
  ई                  औ      उस   स          ग      स       स              उ            

              उ   ग             

EC view challenged 

                                  

 Mr. Sibal challenged the EC‘s assessment of the Sena‘s organisational structure. 

    स       स                                      ग                       
 ―The point is, who is the Election Commission to determine at which level, for which posts and 

how many persons must be elected?‖ he said. 

उ         , ―                          ग                                                ,     

           औ                                   ?‖ 
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13A8. Amid tussle, NCSC panel to probe Centre‟s de-reservation proposals 

               NCSC                 -                           

 Amidst an ongoing tussle over de-reserving Union government quota posts, particularly in 

promotion vacancies, the National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) has now 
decided to ―comprehensively review‖ all proposals to de-reserve government posts that have 
come from the Centre in the last three years. 

                                  -         ,          स                                  
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ख             ,        अ  स             ग (NCSC)    अ    छ                  स     स      
           -             स             ―           ‖                        

 De-reservation is the practice of filling up a reserved vacancy as an unreserved one and 

is allowed only in exceptional circumstances. 

    -      (De-reservation)    अ                                                , औ  
इस   अ                                             

 The rules allow de-reserving a direct recruitment vacancy only in cases where a ―vacancy in 
a Group „A‟ service cannot be allowed to remain vacant in public interest‖. 

         अ  स  ,                            स               -             स      ,      
―Group „A‟                                                      ‖ 

 However, for such a de-reservation exercise, a proposal for it has to be examined first by the 
National Commissions for SCs, STs, or OBCs (whichever is applicable) and then by a 

Committee of Secretaries of the concerned Departments, the DoPT and the Social Justice 
Ministry. 

       ,  स      -                                 SC, ST    OBC                 (      
  ग    )                            औ  उस       स           ग , DoPT     स                   

   स        स           इस   स                 
 Following this, the final decision is left to the Minister of Personnel and Training. 

इस                                            छ                 
 In case of de-reserving posts for promotion vacancies, the procedure allows for the 

concerned recruiting Department or Ministry to have the final say even though they are 
required to submit a proposal to the National Commissions and DoPT. 

                                   -                     ,       स                    
                                            ,        उ              ग  औ  DoPT          

                     
 In the latest Full Commission meeting on June 4, the NCSC noted that it had decided to 

undertake a full review of all de-reservation proposals with the objective of examining 
―recurring issues‖ and formulating ―appropriate recommendations for ensuring effective 
implementation of the reservation policy‖. 

4          ई                          NCSC                उस   स       -                
     स                          ,   स   उ      ―   -                        ‖              औ  
―                                                                  ‖                

Key agenda in meetings 

                    

 The current NCSC, headed by Gujarat BJP leader and writer Kishore Makwana, has been 

grappling with the issue of de-reservation proposals from the Centre ever since it took charge. 

       NCSC,   स   अ      ग                    औ    ख                        ,          
स              स         स           -                      उस   स                 

 In four out of the five Full Commission meetings held since 2024, the issue of de-reservation 
has featured high on the agenda of the NCSC, according to the meeting minutes. 

                   अ  स  , 2024 स  अ       ई                                       -         
      NCSC                ख   स                

Indra Sawhney v. Union of India, 1992 

 This landmark nine-judge Bench decision established major principles of reservation. 

 The Court held, among other things, that Article 16(4) is an enabling provision and ordinarily 
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applied the 50% ceiling to reservations. 

 It also held that Article 16(4), as then understood, did not provide reservation in promotions.  

 Parliament subsequently introduced Article 16(4A) for SC/ST promotion reservation.  

M. Nagaraj v. Union of India, 2006 

 The Supreme Court upheld the constitutional amendments relating to reservation in promotion, 

including Articles 16(4A) and 16(4B). 

 It emphasised that these are enabling provisions, rather than an automatic command requiring 

every government to provide promotion reservation. 

 The State must satisfy constitutional requirements concerning representation and Article 

335/administrative efficiency.  

Jarnail Singh v. Lachhmi Narain Gupta, 2018 

 The Court modified an important aspect of M. Nagaraj. 

 It held that the State does not have to collect quantifiable data to prove the backwardness of 

SCs/STs themselves for reservation in promotion. 

 However, the requirement concerning inadequacy of representation remained important. 

B.K. Pavitra II, 2019 

 The Supreme Court further developed the jurisprudence surrounding reservation in promotion 

and consequential seniority, examining adequate representation and administrative efficiency in 

the context of substantive equality.  

Mukesh Kumar v. State of Uttarakhand, 2020 

 The Supreme Court held that there is no fundamental right to claim reservation or reservation 

in promotion. Articles 16(4) and 16(4A) are enabling provisions; courts cannot simply compel 

a State to introduce reservation in promotion.  

 This does not, however, mean that an existing reservation policy can be disregarded arbitrarily. 

Once a government operates a reservation regime, its actions remain subject to the Constitution, 

applicable rules and judicial review. 

Jarnail Singh-related judgment, 2022 

 The Supreme Court clarified that determining inadequate representation requires quantifiable 

data, and assessment should generally relate to the relevant cadre, rather than relying merely on 

broad overall representation across an entire service.  

Major Issues Associated with De-reservation 

 Dilution of representation: Frequent conversion of SC/ST/OBC vacancies into general 

vacancies can undermine the objective of achieving adequate representation. 

 Backlog versus de-reservation: Where a reserved vacancy cannot immediately be filled, an 

important policy question is whether it should be carried forward as a backlog vacancy rather 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
5 

than converted into an unreserved post. 

 Promotion bottleneck: Representation at entry level does not necessarily translate into adequate 

representation in senior decision-making positions. Therefore, de-reservation of promotion 

vacancies can have a disproportionate impact on representation at higher levels. 

 Administrative efficiency argument: Departments may argue that strategically important posts 

cannot remain vacant indefinitely. This is why exceptional de-reservation mechanisms exist. 

 Possibility of misuse: If “public interest” or non-availability is interpreted too loosely, an 

exceptional provision could effectively become a routine route around reservation policy. 

 Institutional oversight: Consultation with bodies such as the NCSC provides an institutional 

safeguard because the Commission has the constitutional responsibility of monitoring safeguards 

available to Scheduled Castes. 

 

13A8. RS passes Bills to 

change name of Kerala, 
strengthen co-operative 
corporation 

                             औ  
                               
                 

 The Rajya Sabha on Wednesday 
passed two more Bills — the National 
Co-operative Development 
Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2026, 
and the Kerala (Alteration of Name) 
Bill, 2026. 

    स                   औ        —

National Co-operative Development 
Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2026 

औ  Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill, 

2026—           
 In the reply to a debate on the 

Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill, Minister 
of State for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai 

said the Bill was a step in continuation of 
the Kerala Assembly‘s resolution in 2024 
urging the Union government to change 
the name of the State to Keralam. 

Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill      ई 

  स            ग                                              2024              स         
      उस                               ,   स       स     स                          

(Keralam)                  ग       
 The NCDC Bill will broaden the mandate of the National Cooperative Development 

Corporation to give loans and grants directly to cooperative societies. 

NCDC               स          स   ग     अ                       ग ,                
                ऋ  औ            स    

 Minister of State for Cooperation Murlidhar Mohol said the Bill did not have any provision for 
additional budgetary financial assistance by the government. 
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स                                                    स                               

                      ई                 

 

 

13A8. Supreme Court clarifies scope of police custody under BNSS 

                 BNSS                                           

 The Supreme Court recently held in The State of Andhra Pradesh vs Suda Suresh Veera 
Venkata Naga Raju that Section 187(2) of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 
(BNSS) enlarges the window during which police custody may be sought by the investigating 

agency. 

स                          The State of Andhra Pradesh vs Suda Suresh Veera Venkata 

Naga Raju                                             (BNSS)         187(2) उस अ       
              ,   स                 स            स     स        ग       स        

 Such custody, under the BNSS, is now available in parts, though in aggregate not exceeding 
15 days during the first 40 or 60 days of the total permissible period of detention, rather 

than being confined to the first 15 days of remand alone. 

BNSS         स      स  अ  अ ग-अ ग अ               स      ,         इस       अ    

                  अ      अ            40    60                   15                      
स   ,                            15         स        ग   

Case under consideration by the SC 

                                 

 In a case of custodial death in which the dead body of the deceased-victim remained 

untraced, the original hard disks of the CCTV system were yet to be discovered, and 
discoveries under the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) were imminent, the judicial 

magistrate granted eight days of police custody, and allowed the accused to nominate two 
advocates of his choice to be present during custody. 

                              ,   स       -            अ                       , CCTV 

                       अ                  ई     औ                      (BSA)        

      ग            स         ,                                  स     स          औ        
       स           उ                  अ     स         अ                          अ          
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 Out of the two advocates, one was allowed to be present at any given point of time during 
investigation. 

     अ            स                        स     स   उ              अ         गई  
 The order stated that ‗under no circumstances shall the period of police custody granted 

under this order be extended‘. 

            ग      ‗  स                 इस                     गई     स     स     अ       
              ग  ‘ 

 While on appeal, the Andhra Pradesh High Court modified some conditions pertaining to 

the period of police custody and presence of an advocate throughout the probe. 

अ            ,                             स     स     अ    औ                     अ       
   उ       स  स         छ        स            

 The State therefore challenged the above conditions in the Supreme Court on the premise 
that these directly impinged upon the rights of the investigating officer to conduct unhindered 
investigation. 

इस            स                उ              इस                              अ          
                                स                    

 The Supreme Court held that the apprehensions expressed by the investigating agency were 
justified and the statutory scheme under the BNSS, which enlarges the window of police 

custody, must also be borne in mind. 

स                                स                गई         उ        औ  BNSS        उस 

                              ख            ,        स     स     अ                            
    

 A magistrate or a court cannot place an absolute and non-extendable outer limit on custody, 
since such a limit forecloses recourse to Section 187(2) of the BNSS. 

                       स          औ  ग  -            अ     स                     स   , 
       स  स    BNSS         187(2)        उ     उ       स             स          स     

     ग   
 The Court therefore permitted 7 days of (additional) police custody so that the total period of 

police remand would not exceed 15 days. 

इस               7                                 अ        ,          स               

अ    15      स  अ          

Current law on police remand 

                             

 Section 58 of the BNSS provides that any person arrested by the police without warrant 

cannot be detained for more than 24 hours, unless authorised by a magistrate under Section 
187. 

BNSS         58                       स                   ग          ग    स              
24 घ    स  अ    स          स           ख     स   ,               187                      
इस   अ           गई     

 Section 187(2) of the BNSS provides that in case it appears to the investigating officer that 

the probe cannot be completed within 24 hours, and there are grounds for believing that the 
accusation is well founded, the magistrate may authorise the detention of the accused for a 
period not exceeding 15 days in the whole, or in parts, at any time during the initial 40 days or 
60 days out of the detention period of 60 days or 90 days. 

BNSS         187(2)                            अ           स                       24 घ       
                     स    औ                                             उ      ,    
                     स                15      स  अ       अ          ,    अ ग-अ ग    स  
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  , 60         90                अ       स          40         60                 स     स   

अ         स        
 Section 187(3) provides that the magistrate may authorise the (judicial) detention of an 

accused person beyond the period of 15 days, if he is satisfied that adequate grounds exist 
for doing so, for a period exceeding – (i) 90 days, where the investigation relates to an 
offence punishable with death, imprisonment for life or imprisonment for a term of 10 years or 
more; (ii) 60 days, where the investigation relates to any other offence. 

     187(3)                               स             स                                  ,    
   15         अ    स   ग                                  अ         स      ,   स   
अ   —(i) 90      स  अ       स      ,            स  अ     स  स                  -   ,       

      स    10        उसस  अ       अ             स स           ; (ii) 60      स  अ       स      , 
            स  अ   अ     स  स           

 Thus, in case the probe is not completed within the above stipulated time period, the accused 
person may be released, which is widely known as default bail. 

इस     ,     उ                अ                                  ,                                
स      ,   स           स               (Default Bail)                        

 The Supreme Court in the Suda Suresh case held that this legislative change was intended 

to meet situations where fresh facts, discoveries or leads may emerge during the course of 
investigation. 

स                                                             उ             स            
उ      स       ग     ,                          ,      ग     स   ग स       स        

 Therefore, the window of police remand was enlarged beyond the initial 15 days, up to 40 
days or 60 days of investigation. 

इस        स           अ                     15      स   ग                40         60      
           ग    

 Previously, Section 167 of the CrPC provided that the detention of an accused in police 

custody could not be granted beyond the initial 15 days in the whole. 

       , CrPC         167                              स     स             15             अ    

स   ग        ख     स        
 However, during this first period of 15 days the magistrate could alter the nature of the 

custody from judicial custody to police custody and vice versa. 

       , इ          15         अ                         स                               
             औ  इस              स        

On the presence of an advocate 

                               

 Section 38 of the BNSS provides that ‗when any person is arrested and interrogated by the 
police, he shall be entitled to meet an advocate of his choice during interrogation, though not 
throughout interrogation‘. 

BNSS         38                   ‗     स            ग                   औ      स       
उसस    छ  छ           ,    उस    छ  छ          अ     स      अ       स           अ        ग , 
               छ  छ               ‘ 

 The top court held that a plain reading of the provision makes it clear that it does not 
contemplate the continuous, ongoing physical presence of an advocate for the entirety of 
each interrogation session. 

                       इस           स         स                             इस         
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  छ  छ स          अ             अ                 औ                                   
        गई     

 The Court held that an unqualified entitlement to continuous presence, would travel beyond 
what Section 38 BNSS itself contemplates. 

                         उ                                BNSS         38             

       स   ग         ग   
 The Court therefore modified the condition imposed by the High Court, and held that such a 

lawyer shall only be allowed to remain present within the site of interrogation where he can 
see the respondent-accused. 

इस               उ                  ग ई गई        स           औ          स  अ          
       छ  छ            इस      उ              अ            ग ,      स            -         
         

 The Court also held that instead of uninterrupted videography of the transit of the accused 
between locations, the audio-visual recording of the actual interrogation, and of any 
proceedings of discovery or recovery undertaken with the accused, will satisfy the 
requirement. 

                                         स    स                                           
    ,                   ऑ    -                             स                  स         

                                 ग इस                    ग   
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13A8.  Troubling Bill 

                

 The BJP-led government‘s relentless zeal in over-
regulating civil society organisations is on display again in the 
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026, which 

it had sought to push through Parliament. 

  ग    स    स ग       अ                                    
                                                           

(       )              , 2026      ख ई        ,   स     स स     
                  स            

 After strong protests, it has now been referred to a Joint 
Parliamentary Committee (JPC). 

                   अ  इस                      (JPC)             ग   
    

 In 2020, the government got amendments to the Foreign 
Contribution (Regulation) Act, or FCRA, passed that barred a 

registered body from passing funds to another, even one registered 
under the same Act, and cut the share of foreign funds that could 
be spent on administration from half to a fifth, among other 
restrictions. 

2020    स                      (       )        ,    FCRA     स  
स                ,             स          स          स  अ   

स                          स           ग  ,          स   स     उस  
अ                        , औ     स     ख          स         
                स         स  घ       -                ग  , इस   
अ         ई         ग   ग   

 It now proposes to go further still by taking over the assets 
that the money built, even on the mere lapse of a certificate. 

अ                                                            
           उस    स            स          अ    अ                 

 Under the Bill, a donee organisation can lose its 
registration not only when the government cancels it, but when 
renewal is refused, not applied for, or not granted before the old 
certificate runs out. 

             ,   स                                       स      

       ग     स     उस         ,            स        स          

         स  इ                , उस                       ,    
                 अ    स          स                            
     

 As soon as this happens, the organisation‘s foreign funds 
and what was built with them will pass to a government-designated 
authority automatically. 

 स          स                  औ  उसस         स             स                            
                 ग   

 The property returns only if the organisation re-registers within a period the government has 
yet to specify, failing which it is lost for good. 
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स            स     ग     स     स           अ                         अ                 
              ;  स                        स  उस       स         ग   

 According to the Bill, a building put up only partly with foreign money will be taken over in full. 

          अ  स  ,       स                              स            स        ,       उस      
       अ    अ               ग   

 The organisation must then apply to get back the share not paid for with foreign money. 

इस       स        उस    स        स                               ग ,   स     ग           
   स            ग       

 The Bill does allow for an appeal to a district judge, but only against what the authority does 
with the property later. 

                                                ,            इस                         

       स        स                
 The refusal to renew cannot be appealed against, and the organisation will not be entitled to 

be heard before the refusal is made. 

         स  इ              अ               स    औ  इ              स       स             
                            ग   

 In essence, because the authority acts on the Centre‘s instructions, the Centre can use 
opaque reasons to withdraw a licence, take over the property, and then direct the body now 
holding it. 

     ,                                            , इस                       उ   ग      
  इस स    स    स      , स        अ    अ       स       औ      उस स                 स          
अ  उस स        अ      स  ख       

 It is not surprising that minority religious institutions have been the most alarmed. 

                                              स स  अ                   
 This is true of Christian organisations, which run thousands of schools, colleges and hospitals 

built and sustained with money from churches and congregations abroad. 

                      स                 स  स     ,                       औ         स       स  
        स         औ  स                  ,        औ  अ          स               

 Hundreds marched in Aizawl, Mizoram, under a newly formed council of churches; 

organisations in Kerala have objected to the Bill; Nagaland‘s Chief Minister wrote to the Home 
Minister seeking a parliamentary review; and the Tamil Nadu Assembly has also unanimously 
resolved that the Centre should withdraw the Bill. 

     ,             ग                           स       ग              ;         स ग       
                  ई;                        स स    स           ग          ग              

  ख ; औ                          स  स     स                                       स      
       

 The Home Minister has assured church leaders that the Bill will not apply retrospectively, but 
the text of his own Bill says otherwise. 

                                 स                                                  ,       उ    
अ                  इस                       

 A hospital built decades ago can still be taken over today because a certificate has been 
allowed to lapse. 

               ग    स  अ                    इस    अ    अ            स             

उस                           गई     
 The JPC, to which the Bill has been sent, should redraft it to provide organisations with an 

opportunity to be heard before renewal is refused, as well as a right to appeal against such a 
refusal, among other changes that would make the regulation fair and transparent. 

  स JPC                   ग     , उस  इस  इस                                        स  
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इ          स       स ग                                 औ   स  इ                      
            , स       स  अ                                        औ                

 

13A8. A timely reset for the Food Security Act 

                                              

 India‘s food security debate has entered a new phase. 

                        स                      गई     
 Estimates based on India‘s latest household consumption survey suggest that the share of 

households unable to afford the ICMR-National Institute of Nutrition (NIN) recommended 
diet fell from about 52% in 2011-12 to about 25% in 2023-24, affecting 25% of rural and 21% 

of urban households. 

                                           अ       स                 ICMR-            
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       (NIN)                        ख               अस                  स      2011-12    
 ग ग 52% स  घ    2023-24     ग ग 25%    गई,   सस  25%       औ  21%             
           

 This is substantial progress, but crores of households still cannot afford an adequate healthy 
diet. 

                ग     ,                    अ                              ख               
स     

 Poverty, hunger and inability to afford a healthy diet overlap; a modern food-security policy 
must recognise that they are not identical. 

ग    ,   ख औ               ख               अस        -  स   स         ई   ;             

                                                                 
 The draft National Food Security (Amendment) Bill, 2026 links Antyodaya Anna Yojana 

(AAY) entitlements to household size. 

                          (      )       , 2026 अ       अ         (AAY)                   
        स            

 The policy challenge is to correct inequity without reducing existing foodgrain access, while 
creating a pathway towards nutrition security. 

    ग                         ख                                                   , स      
                        ग                  

Designing a fairer entitlement 

                               

 Priority Households receive 5 kg of foodgrains per person per month, while AAY households 
receive a flat 35 kg per household. 

                                           5         ख               ,      AAY         
                        स  35         ख                 

 The latter protects smaller and highly vulnerable families but provides progressively less per 
person as household size grows: a seven-member household receives 5 kg per person and 
an eight-member household about 4.4 kg, below the Priority Household entitlement. 

                छ    औ  अ                                      ,         स -  स            
            ,           उ                              : स   स                          

5         औ     स                 ग ग 4.4                 ,                          
         स         

 The draft proposes 7 kg per person, capped at 35 kg. 

                   7                                          ,   स   अ      स    35 

          ग   
 This would reduce support for households with one to four members by 20% to 80%, leave 

those with five or more unchanged, and provide no AAY household with additional foodgrain. 

इसस     स      स                         स         20%    80%          ग ,         उसस  
अ    स                         इस     ई                ग  औ    स     AAY           अ       

ख                ग   
 Tamil Nadu illustrates the potential impact. 

         स                             
 The State government reports that 15.75 lakh of its 18.64 lakh AAY households (84.5%) have 

fewer than five members. 
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     स        अ  स  , उस   18.64   ख AAY            स  15.75     (84.5%)                    
            

 It estimates that the proposal would reduce the monthly AAY allocation from 65,261 tonnes to 
42,040 tonnes, a fall of about 35.6%. 

उस   अ            इस       स     स  AAY       65,261            42,040          ग , 
अ      ग ग 35.6%          ग   

 Although specific to Tamil Nadu, these projections show why household composition and 
vulnerability must be considered: a smaller household may include an older person living 
alone, a widow or a person with disability. 

         अ              -         ,                                  स      औ                 
                         : छ              अ                         ,                ग          
स        

 As the proposal is taken forward, the existing 35 kg entitlement should be preserved through 
an explicit no-loss safeguard. 

  स -  स  इस           ग           ,        35                          „               ‟ 
                      स  स                       

 Because retaining 35 kg as both the minimum and maximum would leave the per-person 
formula with no practical effect, support beyond 35 kg for larger or highly dependent 
households should be examined as a separate policy question using household-consumption 
evidence, nutritional requirements and transparent fiscal costing. 

      35                   औ  अ           स                   ख   स            स      
  ई                           ग , इस           अ                          35         स  
अ    स                                ,                       औ                       

                      अ ग     ग                 ख              
 Entitlement reform must also address coverage. 

         स        स  -स                        स                       
 Although the NFSA allows coverage of up to 75% of the rural and 50% of the urban 

population, its 81.35-crore beneficiary ceiling remains based on Census 2011; about 80 crore 
people receive free foodgrains. 

      NFSA                75% औ                50%                   अ             , 
      इस   81.35                   स    अ      2011                       ;  ग ग 80 

       ग             ख                 
 Against the estimated population of 146.4 crore in 2025, this ceiling covers only 55.6%. 

2025    अ        146.4                              स         55.6%                       
 It should be recalculated when the Census 2027 figures become available. 

          2027          उ       ,    इस     ग                      
 Meanwhile, updated population estimates and deprivation criteria could support a transparent 

review, with accessible inclusion and appeal mechanisms. 

इस    , अ       स     अ       औ                                         स           
स      ,   स   स    स       औ  अ        उ         

Protecting grain while diversifying diets 

                                             

 Protecting the grain entitlement does not mean preserving a cereal-only understanding of 
food security. 

ख                   स              अ                          -                      

 ख            



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
5 

 NFHS-6 (2023-24) found that stunting among children under five fell from 35.5% to 29.3%, 
but wasting and underweight barely changed, from 19.3% to 19.0% and 32.1% to 31.8%, 
respectively. 

NFHS-6 (2023-24)         ग               स                           (stunting) 35.5% स  
घ    29.3%    ग  ,               (wasting) औ         (underweight)     ग ग   ई 

              ;         19.3% स  19.0% औ  32.1% स  31.8%      
 Only about 15% of children (six-23 months) receive a minimally adequate diet. 

      ग ग 15%      (छ  स  23             )                                  
 Meanwhile, the ICMR-India Diabetes (INDIAB) study estimated that 101 million Indians had 

diabetes and 136 million had prediabetes in 2021. 

इस    , ICMR-India Diabetes (INDIAB)          अ       ग       2021    10.1      

                  औ  13.6                   -             
 These figures reflect India‘s double burden of malnutrition. 

                                                   
 Maternal undernutrition and low birth weight are associated with greater risk of non-

communicable diseases (NCDs) later in life, while present-day diet and other behavioural 

factors add further risk. 

            औ        -                                 -            (NCDs)    अ       ख  

स  स       ,                  औ  अ         ग       अ          ख            
 Foodgrain entitlement should not itself be equated with diabetes risk. 

ख                                                                       
 The concern is that a predominantly cereal-based food basket, when combined with diets 

already high in carbohydrates and low in protein-rich foods, may reinforce dietary imbalance. 

                          -                 ,         स           इ    स        औ       -

स     ख                        स           ,         स      अस         औ      स        
 The solution is not to reduce essential cereal entitlements, but to finance dietary 

diversification alongside. 

स            अ                               ,      इस   स  -स                     
                     

 The dietary evidence favours balance over simply increasing or substituting cereals. 

     स      स         अ                        अ                 स   अ        ख      अ     
                                  

 A 2025 ICMR-INDIAB study of 18,090 adults found carbohydrates supplied 62.3% of daily 
energy nationally and protein 12%. 

18,090              ग  2025    ICMR-INDIAB               ग                    
      इ          ऊ       62.3% औ        12%               

 Adults with the highest carbohydrate intake had 30% higher odds of newly diagnosed type 2 
diabetes than those with the lowest intake. 

स स  अ          इ       स                       स स     स                                   

           -2           स       30% अ        
 Replacing refined cereals with whole-wheat or millet flour was not linked to lower risk when 

the carbohydrate share remained high. 

         इ          स      अ           ,                    स     ग                     स  
            ख  स  स               ग    

 Modelling suggested greater benefit from replacing some carbohydrate calories with protein-
rich foods. 

      ग स  स               छ       इ                   -                 स           अ    

       स        
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 These observational and modelled findings cannot establish that changing the Public 
Distribution System (PDS) basket will prevent diabetes, but caution against treating more 

grain or millets alone as a complete nutrition policy. 

   अ          औ      -                                स                            
(PDS)                             स                     ग ,               अ    अ            
अ                                   स               

 The ICMR-NIN‟s 2024 guidelines recommend that cereals and millets provide at most 45% 
of energy, with greater contributions from pulses, beans, milk, nuts, vegetables, fruits and 
other protein sources. 

ICMR-NIN    2024              अ    स             अ    औ       अ    ऊ       अ      45% 

        ,          ,      ,    ,     , स     ,     औ  अ              स  अ      ग         

          
 The PDS cannot supply the entire healthy plate; it can best provide affordable, shelf-stable 

foods. 

PDS                        उ              स   ;                   औ              

                                   उ         स        
 States should be supported to offer pulses, local rice, wheat and millet choices and, where 

feasible, healthy edible oils. 

             ,            , ग     औ       अ                      स      ,                   
             स                     

 Local production and consumption should guide supply chains and effective Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) procurement for pulse, millet and oilseed growers. 

       उ      औ  उ   ग             ख            ,      अ    औ        उ              

                        (MSP)           ग                  
 Sustained public investment should link food, nutrition and health systems through 

complementary programmes: the PDS, Anganwadi services for young children and pregnant 
or lactating women, and Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman (PM POSHAN) for 

schoolchildren. 

       स                       स                         ,      औ                         
          : PDS, छ             ग                                            ग      स      
औ                                              (PM POSHAN)  

 These programmes could provide eggs, milk or suitable alternatives where locally acceptable 
and feasible. 

इ                   स                 स          औ            ,          ,                     

उ             स        
 Dietary diversification must be separately budgeted, not financed by reducing cereal 

entitlements. 

                      अ ग स                              ,      अ                     
इस                            

 The 2026-27 Union Budget allocates ₹2,27,629 crore to food subsidy, underscoring the 

need for transparent costing. 

2026-27                 ख    स  स          ₹2,27,629                 ग    ,           
  ग                          ख               

 Additions should be tested through phased State pilots assessing actual consumption, dietary 
diversity, anaemia and glycaemic risk, household spending, wastage, exclusion and supply 
feasibility. 

अ       उ                                                          स            
     ,   स           उ   ग,             ,         औ     इस        ख , घ        , 

अ    ,         औ                                        
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 Pilot evidence can guide fiscally sustainable expansion and help assess potential longer-term 
health and fiscal benefits. 

                 स       स                                     ग         स       औ  
  घ       स                                                स         स        

Linking food access with nutrition support 

                                   

 The NFSA‘s strength lies in guaranteeing reliable, dignified food access. 

NFSA             स    औ  ग         ख             ग                        
 India has built a formidable delivery network. 

                                                
 By the end of 2025, 5.50 lakh of 5.51 lakh fair price shops used electronic point-of-sale 

devices, while One Nation One Ration Card covered nearly all NFSA beneficiaries. 

2025    अ      5.51   ख उ                      स  5.50               इ           इ  -  -स   

उ         उ   ग          ,                               ग ग स   NFSA                  
            

 These systems support portability and monitoring but must include reliable offline alternatives, 
assisted or doorstep access for people with limited mobility, and a clear guarantee that 
authentication failure will not lead to denial of entitled foodgrains. 

                       औ    ग        स            ,       इ        स    ऑ           , 

स     ग               ग         स     -        घ          ,             ग                 
                            स      ख            स  इ                  ग   

 Fair price shops could support last-mile nutrition information and referral. 

उ                                                    औ        उ              स         
स        

 Simple multilingual receipt, display, voice and mobile messages could promote dietary 
diversity, appropriate cereal portions, pulses, healthier oils, and less salt and added sugar. 

स            स   ,       स    ,    स स      औ      इ  स               स              ,      

         ,     ,                           औ                  स                     
स        

 Where feasible, trained health workers could undertake periodic outreach through India‘s 
primary-health infrastructure, linking willing adults to government diabetes, hypertension and 
other NCD services. 

     स      ,                                                       स  स  -स      स     
अ          स       औ  इ छ            स            , उ              अ   NCD स      स  
    स        

 By June 2026, India had over 1.86 lakh Ayushman Arogya Mandirs, while government data 

recorded 41.3 crore diabetes screenings. 

    2026            1.86                                   ,      स               41.3 

                        गई      
 Fair price shop dealers should facilitate information and referral, not diagnose or counsel. 

उ                                       औ           स                     ,               
                   

 Participation must be voluntary, confidential and unrelated to ration eligibility or 
authentication. 

  ग             ,        औ                         स  अस                 
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 The amendment should therefore be situated within a broader architecture for food and 
nutrition security, anchored in three safeguards. 

इस    स              औ                                            ख            ,        

स     उ                   
 First, any per-person formula should preserve the existing 35 kg monthly entitlement for every 

AAY household through an explicit no-loss guarantee. 

    ,   स               स           „               ‟                 स        AAY           
           35            स           स                  

 Second, the adequacy of the 35 kg ceiling should be reviewed periodically for larger 
households and those with high dependency or nutritional needs, using consumption, 
nutritional and fiscal evidence. 

  स  ,                 उ                   स                                    35            
स                   स  -स           ,      औ                            स             
       

 Third, dietary diversification must be separately financed and progressively implemented 
without reducing existing cereal entitlements. 

  स  ,        अ                                                 अ ग स               
           औ  इस          स    ग                   

 India‘s next food security reform must protect people from hunger while also addressing the 
dietary drivers of diabetes and other NCDs. 

        अग   ख    स     स          ग                     स  -स          औ      NCDs    
                        स                  

 Its success should be judged not only by the tons of grain moved, but by whether vulnerable 
families can eat enough, eat healthier and obtain their entitlements with dignity. 

इस   स                             ग  अ          स      ,      इस                   
                                         ,                औ                           
            स        
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13A8.  Panel asks govt. if it will push 
agenda for de-dollarisation 

                                    -
                                 

 Members of the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on External Affairs, 

headed by senior Congress leader Shashi 
Tharoor, on Tuesday questioned the 
government on whether it plans to push a de-
dollarisation agenda at the 18th BRICS 
Summit to be held in New Delhi in September. 

           स                 अ           
                                         स     
     ग        स     स  स                   

 स         ई                    18   BRICS      
              -          (de-dollarisation)    
          ग                             

 The questions come against the 
backdrop of the Reserve Bank of India‟s 

repeated advocacy for linking the official digital 
currencies of BRICS countries to facilitate 
cross-border trade and tourism payments. 

   स                     (RBI)       BRICS      
                               स          
      -                                   उ    

ग    ,          -           औ                  
स ग           स    

 The Central bank has argued that such 
a framework could reduce reliance on the U.S. 
dollar amid rising geopolitical tensions. 

                                   -         

              स                         
                 स        

 Members of the committee questioned why the government was not pursuing greater 
“financial sovereignty” that could help countries bypass U.S. sanctions, sources said. 

स                स        स        स            स     अ    “             ”               स 

                  ,   सस                                     स          स        
 India‘s efforts to establish a similar local currency trade mechanism with Russia had not 

taken off, they said, and sought to know whether India, as the host nation, would push a 
“BRICS-led de-dollarisation agenda”. 

उ              स    स   इस                                                              स 

 ग                 औ                           ,                    , “BRICS-            
    -                  ”     ग      ग   

 U.S. President Donald Trump has repeatedly warned BRICS countries against creating an 
alternative currency or taking steps that could challenge the dollar‘s dominance, threatening 
punitive tariffs and other measures. 

अ                             BRICS                                स      उ                 -
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                 ,                               स      ,                   औ               
            

 

 
 

13A8.  Why Morocco‟s youth are risking their lives to move to Spain 

                                                                 

 Between July 30 and 31, approximately 72,000 people from Morocco arrived at Ceuta, 

Spain‘s island territory and one of the EU‘s only land borders with Africa, in hopes of making it 
to Spain. 

30 औ  31     ई       ,  ग ग 72,000                               औ  अ        स           

स घ (EU)      छ             स         स                 , इस                         स  ग   
 Morocco‘s economy has improved and poverty has been on the decline over the past few 

years. 

  छ     छ                                            औ  ग             ई     
 However, this has not resulted in reduced unemployment, specifically among its youth 

population, who comprised a majority of those who fled to Ceuta. 
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       , इसस           स  उस                                        ई   ,      स उ         
  ग           अ                   

 
 

 

 
13A8. Former Chinese Premier Zhu 
Rongji dies aged 97 

                                 97        
            

 Zhu Rongji, the former Premier of China 
who played a key role in driving China‟s 
economic reforms and transforming the country 

into a global economic power, died on 
Wednesday, aged 97. 

                         ग        औ      

                                         
                                                    
                   97                       ग    

 ―Boss Zhu‖, as he came to be known, 

played a transformative role in driving China‘s 
economic restructuring and reforms under then 
leader Deng Xiaoping, first as the head of the 
central bank and then as Premier from 1998 until 
2003. 

 ―      ‖        स    स                 

                                             

   ग    औ  स          ग                       
           ई—                     ख          औ  
    1998    2003                       

 ―In his one term as Premier,‖ writes the 
economist Arthur Kroeber in China’s Economy, 

―he masterminded the reorganisation and 
downsizing of State-owned Enterprises 
(SOEs), recapitalisation and reform of the 

banking system, privatisation of the housing 
market, and China‘s long-delayed entry into the 
World Trade Organisation. 

 अ                        इ    इ       
     ख    , ―                  अ                  
      उ                                (SOEs)    
   ग    औ                 ,      ग          
                स    ,    स                  

औ       स   स                                                           ‖ 
 During the „Hundred Flowers‟ campaign in 1957, when Mao invited criticisms of his policies, 

Zhu spoke out about the flawed focus on high growth, an obsession that later had devastating 
consequences during the „Great Leap Forward‟ and famine that claimed millions of lives 
between 1958 and 1962. 
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 1957    „            ‟                ,           अ                              ,          
उ       स                                      उ  ई                  „              ‟ औ  उस 

अ                        स      ,   स   1958    1962                                 
 For his views, he was purged from the party in 1958, accused of being a ―Rightist.‖ 

 अ                   उ    1958                             ग   औ  उ     ―        ‖         
      ग    ग    

 During Mao‘s Cultural Revolution (1966-76), Zhu was sent, along with thousands of other 

Chinese intellectuals, to do labour in the villages. 

                        (1966-76)                      अ                       स   ग           

                     ग    
 Zhu broke up the SOEs — a painful reform that led to millions losing their jobs and the end of 

the ―iron rice bowl‖ of state-guaranteed jobs and benefits — and opened up the housing 
market. 

                                  (SOEs)       ग        —               स       ,   स   
       ख    ग                  ग  औ             स                              ―       इस 

  उ ‖        स        गई—    उ         स          ख         
 In 2002, Zhu visited India as Premier as the guest of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 

pushing for closer economic ties between the two countries. 

 2002   ,                                                                अ                    

           औ                   घ           स            स           
 Trade between the two countries grew rapidly from around $4 billion at the time of his visit, to 

more than $70 billion within a decade, when China, which had grown into a lynchpin of 

global trade, became India‘s biggest trade partner. 

                         उ            स    ग ग 4          स                      70     

                ग    इस                                        ,         स स               

स          ग    
 Visiting the Infosys campus in Bengaluru, he famously declared that ―India is number one 

in software, and China is number one in hardware.‖ 

                                            उ        स      स        , ―     स                
           औ                                  ‖ 

 ―If we put these together, we can become the world‘s number one.‖ 

 ―       इ             स          ,                                    स       ‖ 
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13A8.  Amid Opposition protests, 
Lok Sabha clears Mines and 

Minerals Amendment Bill 

             -                     
                              

           

 Amid vocal protests by Opposition 
members, the Lok Sabha passed a Bill on 
Wednesday to amend the Mines and 
Minerals (Development and Regulation) 
Act without a debate. 

      स                               स   
                 औ       (          
       )            स                
              स    स                   

 The Mines and Minerals 
(Development and Regulation) 
Amendment Bill, 2026, prevents State 

governments from imposing additional 
taxes, cesses, or levies on mineral rights 
and gives the Centre greater control over 
regulating mineral-laden lands. 

    औ       (                 ) 

             , 2026,      स         
                          ,         
      ग    स           औ  ख   -स     स  
                               अ    

                     
 Introducing the Bill, Coal and Mines Minister G. Kishan Reddy said divergent fiscal levies by 

States had created uncertainty in the mineral sector and could raise costs, encourage imports 
and undermine domestic supply chains. 

                                         .                                   ग             
   -                      ख           अ                    औ  इसस    ग     स      , 
           स        स                                         स        
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13A8. How sustainable is India‟s E20 push? 

        E20                      ? 

 The government‘s target was to produce 10-11 billion litres of ethanol so that 20% of petrol 
used in transport vehicles could come from ethanol produced in India, with the money being 
funnelled into the Indian economy rather than becoming a foreign exchange outgo through 
crude oil imports. 

स            10-11                    उ             ,                      इ            
              20%    स          उ       इ      स    स   औ                            
      स                                                अ                       

 Taking advantage of the policy push, India‘s distillery capacity has ramped up and is now 
capable of producing some 18-20 billion litres from some 500 distilleries. 

    ग     स           उ                                          ई    औ  अ   ग ग 500 

           स       18-20          इ         उ                       
 For this ethanol year, which runs November to October, the oil companies have contracted to 

procure some 10.5 billion litres of ethanol. 

इस           ,          स  अ                ,                        ग ग 10.5          
       ख         अ              

Will it spur corn imports from U.S.? 

                                             ? 

 There is no evidence of a surge in ethanol or maize (corn) imports in Ministry of Commerce 
statistics. 
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                          इ              (    )              स                 ई           
    

 In any case, direct ethanol import for petroleum blending is banned, though the U.S. corn 
lobby has been pushing for India to increase corn imports. 

  स             ,                                                  ,         अ            
                                                       

 Government figures for this ethanol year show that 45% of the ethanol for petrol blending will 
come from maize, FCI rice some 22%, sugarcane juice 16%, B-heavy molasses some 10%, 
damaged foodgrains around 4.5% and C-heavy molasses 1.1%. 

इस इ                 स            स                                   इ                 
इ         45%      स , FCI      स   ग ग 22%, ग        स स  16%, B-heavy molasses स  
 ग ग 10%,        ख        स   ग ग 4.5% औ  C-heavy molasses स  1.1%   ग   

 India‘s maize output grew by 45% in three years to 55 million tonnes in 2025-26, with more 

than 20% of it going into ethanol, says Shankar Lal Jat of Indian Council of Maize Research, 
adding that there is no need to import it. 

Indian Council of Maize Research                    अ  स  ,              उ              
   45%      2025-26    55              ग  ,   स   स  20% स  अ    इ      उ                
  ; उ             इस                 ई                  

 Sugarcane juice and B-heavy molasses go into sugar production and they are now being 
diverted to ethanol. 

ग        स औ  B-heavy molasses      उ         उ   ग             औ  अ  उ    इ      

उ                            
 The Indian Sugar Manufacturers‘ Association reported that the closing stock of sugar in 

September of 2025 was around 5 million tonnes, and this year too, the closing stock is 

expected to be 5 million tonnes. 

Indian Sugar Manufacturers‟ Association              स     2025            अ           

 ग ग 5              औ  इस        अ           5                   उ         
 This indicates the diversion to ethanol has not affected sugar availability or stocks. 

                इ                ग  इस                  उ                               
         

 Yet, in the event of a monsoon failure, crop losses and foodgrain shortages, the diversion of 

FCI rice, sugarcane juice and B-heavy molasses to ethanol production will come under stress, 
raising the possibility of corn imports. 

      ,              ,  स     स   औ  ख                          FCI     , ग        स 

औ  B-heavy molasses    इ      उ                                        ग ,   सस       
                   स        

Should we be worried about using E20 in our vehicles? 

                      E20                                   ? 

 If you bought your vehicle after April 2023, you can fill your petrol tank with E20, shut it and 
forget it because that‘s when the Bharat Stage 6 Phase 2 (Real Driving Emissions) 
mandate took effect. 

         अ    2023        अ         ख       ,       अ                 E20    स       औ  
           स      ,       इस  स   Bharat Stage 6 Phase 2 (Real Driving Emissions)      

  ग          
 Vehicles built after this deadline were factory-engineered for E20 — with ethanol-resistant 

elastomers, fluorinated fuel lines, upgraded pump seals and recalibrated engine control 

units. 
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इस स  -स                              ख          E20                 ग     —इ          -

                 ,                  इ  , उ        स   औ      -          इ           इ  इ    
          

 These roughly 70 million vehicles, about 23% of India‘s active petrol fleet, face little cause 

for concern. 

 ग ग 70            ,            स                            ग ग 23%   ,                 
                 

 The remaining 77% — nearly 240 million legacy two-wheelers and cars built for E5 or 
E10 — are the genuine worry. 

    77%—     240                            औ  E5    E10                   —        

                  
 Ethanol is a polar solvent that degrades older rubber compounds and plastics, hardening 

and cracking fuel hoses over time. 

इ                      (polar solvent)   ,                  ग   औ             ख            
    स      स                   औ  उ                 स        

 It is also hygroscopic: it absorbs atmospheric moisture, and in vehicles left parked for 

extended periods, the ethanol-water mixture separates and settles, forming an acidic layer 
that corrodes tanks, damages fuel pumps and clogs filters with sludge. 

             (hygroscopic)      :                      अ               औ       स      ख   
                   इ     -             अ ग                     ,   सस     अ              
                            ,                स               औ              छ  स              
    

 Consumer surveys by LocalCircles found 66% of pre-2023 owners reporting mileage losses 
exceeding 10%, and 55% reporting increased maintenance. 

LocalCircles    उ       स              ग      2023            66%                10% स  
अ      इ              स       ,      55%     ख ख                        

 IIT Kanpur‟s Engine Research Laboratory maintains that E20 causes no notable damage, 
with efficiency loss under 5% — attributing most complaints to driving habits and traffic 
conditions. 

IIT Kanpur    Engine Research Laboratory               E20 स    ई उ   ख             
     औ              5% स            —अ                           इ   ग      औ          

                                 
 But independent mechanics and automotive communities dispute this, citing real-world fuel 

pump and injector failures traced to ethanol‘s solvent and low-lubricity properties. 

                    औ           स      इस     स  अस       औ                        
                                                ,       इ                औ          ई      
ग    स       ग       

 The government told Parliament in August that one leading automobile manufacturer had 
serviced 2.84 crore vehicles in FY 2025-26, including about 1.5 crore legacy vehicles, 

without finding E20-linked engine damage. 

स        अग      स स                    ख        इ                     2025-26    2.84 

              स   स   ,        ग ग 1.5                          , औ  इ    E20 स  स       

इ               ई गई  
 Another two-wheeler maker reported similar findings. 

   अ                              इस                                
 On mileage, it said government and manufacturer studies showed an efficiency penalty of 

about 2 to 6% in some vehicles designed for E10, though this too was influenced by driving 

conditions, habits and maintenance. 
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  इ       स        स               स      औ          अ         E10             ग    छ       
    ग ग 2    6%                  ख ई गई,                 इ   ग              ,      औ  
 ख ख   स             

 A transparent and more phased rollout such as in Brazil, where the transition to high levels of 

ethanol along with modifications to vehicles happened over several decades in a stable 
manner, would have taken the people into confidence. 

             अ           औ               स  इस    ग           ,               स         
स   उ          इ            स      ई                 स     ,    इसस    ग          स      

        स        
 In India, the 10% milestone was reached in 2022. 

        10%        2022               ग    
 Within three years, the blending was ramped up to 20% with very little information and 

advisories coming from manufacturers. 

                            20%             ग  ,                      स          

        औ                  ग   

Has ethanol blending helped mitigate oil supply crisis? 

                                                          ? 

 In August, the government said in Lok Sabha that so far, the ethanol blending programme 
has led to saving of around ₹2 lakh crore of foreign exchange and substituting of some 32 

million tonnes of crude oil imports. 

अग      स           स             अ                                 ग ग ₹2          

                        ई    औ   ग ग 32                                             ग   
    

 Substituting 10 billion litres of petrol with ethanol would mean dispensing with a month of 

crude imports. 

10                                               अ                                   स     

       ग   
 The government also told Parliament that while crude oil prices had gone up 70% during the 

war in West Asia, petrol prices at the pump had gone up by only 7 to 8% although under-

recoveries had also increased. 

स        स स                                                                      70%    
        ई,                                    7 स  8%            ई,         अ   -              
    

 The OMCs procure ethanol at around ₹70 per litre for blending, compared with a pump price 

of around ₹105 per litre of petrol. 

                   (OMCs)             इ       ग ग ₹70                स  ख        ,      

                   ग ग ₹105              
 The base price of petrol, which includes the cost of production, transportation and OMC 

margins, is typically 55-60% of the petrol pump price. 

                  ,   स   उ     ,        औ  OMC             ग               , स        
                     55-60%          

 On the surface, it appears that ethanol is not less costly than petrol but the issue is complex. 

ऊ            स                  इ                             ग              ,                
         

 Ethanol and petrol follow different costing and tax regimes, and it would be difficult to make 
an independent inference on whether ethanol has helped keep prices down, as the 
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government claims. 

इ      औ                  -         औ                ग          औ  इस               

                      ग         इ        ,   स     स               ,              ख          
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13A8. What psychiatric genetics can and cannot tell an Indian family 

                                                  औ           
 Broadly, families rarely ask about psychiatric genetics out of scientific curiosity. 

         स    ख                                                                    स     
       छ       
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 This is where colloquialisms like ―genes for schizophrenia‖ or ―genes for depression‖ do a 
lot of harm. 

     ―                 ‖    ―            ‖   स                           स                
 In common psychiatric disorders, no single gene variant has an effect comparable to the 

effects of single genes in monogenic diseases like Tay-Sachs disease or Duchenne 
muscular dystrophy. 

स           ग             स              ई             स                     Tay-Sachs 

disease    Duchenne muscular dystrophy   स     -    स                                
                   स         

 In other words, risk is polygenic: it emerges from the combined influence of thousands of 
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variants, along with rare genetic changes, development, environment, and chance. 

  स          ,    ख     -     (polygenic)        :                                स           

   स  -स                          ,     स,         औ  स   ग स  उ              

Signals in genomes 

               

 In 2022, a landmark schizophrenia study involving tens of thousands of people identified 
associations at 287 genomic regions and pointed to genes active in neurons and synapses. 

2022   ,         ग                      स                        अ        287              
   स                     औ        स      स   स    स               स           

 A similarly large bipolar disorder study in 2021 identified 64 associated regions. 

इस      , 2021        ग                    ऑ    अ        64                         
 For example, in a December 2025 study in Nature, researchers reported that some inherited 

risk is shared across schizophrenia and bipolar disorder. 

उ            ,   स    2025    Nature              अ                                छ 

                                           स         औ    इ       स             स         
    

 This is because the score captures only a part of genetic liability, and it does not ‗contain‘ 
childhood adversity, sleep disruption, substance use, medical illness, social support, access 
to timely care, and so on. 

 स  इस                                                  स               औ  इस           
                  ,               ,               उ   ग,      स         , स       स    , 

स      उ                                   
 The risks I encounter are often visible even without genetic sequencing: several nights 

without sleep before a manic episode, escalating cannabis use in a vulnerable young person, 
treatment stopped because of stigma, months lost because specialist care is too far away. 

     स                 ख  अ स                               ख ई        : उ         स       
 ई                   ,   स  स                                         स स   ,              

उ                ,                 स                         ई          स                 
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13A8. Kazakhstan, 

desperate for rain, 
turns to cloud-
seeding 

                  

                 -

                     

 To tackle the 
severe droughts and 
water shortages that 
plague the country, 
Kazakhstan has resorted 
to cloud seeding, a 
weather modification 
method previously unseen 
in Central Asia. 

                        
ग          औ    -     स  
                       

        -       (        ) 

   स            ,        

                   अ   ई 

गई                   

         
 ―The aircraft is 

specifically equipped with 
a cloud-seeding flare 
system,‖ Ahmed Aljaberi, 

a pilot with the United 
Arab Emirates‘s 
meteorological centre, 
which conducts cloud 
seeding at home and is 
collaborating with 
Kazakhstan on the 
project, explained. 

स      अ   अ         
  स                     

             ,   स   
    अ              उ -

स    ग         औ  इस                         स   स   ग          ,         , ―               

   स          -                    ग ई गई    ‖ 
 Cartridges fixed on the aircraft‘s wings contain a substance that, when dispersed, sticks to 

cloud droplets, making them heavy enough to fall as rain. 

           ख      ग       स         स               ,                                स            
   औ  उ    इ                                               ग  स    
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 Kazakh authorities are betting on cloud seeding to reduce the impact of drought and water 
shortages in its southern Turkestan area, the country‘s leading cotton-growing region. 

     अ                 ख                ,                       स ख  औ    -स            

                       -             स             
 At best, the technique can increase precipitation by 15% to 20%, according to various 

scientific studies. 

               अ         अ  स  , स                               15%    20%          

   स        
  ―Salt particles — specifically sodium chloride and potassium chloride — are most often 

used‖ as cloud-seeding agents, said Adnan Yarmohammed, one of the Emirati officials in 
charge of sharing his country‘s experience. 

अ           अ        स                         अ       अ            स                     

             उ -स    ग               ―         —         स                 औ           

       —   स स  अ    उ   ग              ‖ 
 The techniques vary: either seeding rockets are burned to release a plume of particles, or the 

saline solution is sprayed directly into the cloud for greater precision. 

       अ ग-अ ग        :                                    ग     छ           ,    अ    

स             ख    घ      स             छ                   
 This ―weighs down the droplets,‖ which ―grow from a few micrometres to several millimetres: 

up to two or three. 

         ―                        ,‖    ―  छ   इ       स        ई                       —
अ                            ‖ 

 They fall, and it rains,‖ explained Mr. Yarmohammed. 

―         ग       औ              ,‖                 स       
 He added that the technique ―does not create new clouds‖. 

उ                      ―                   ‖ 
 The effects of boosting rainfall through cloud seeding remain uncertain, its consequences 

difficult to measure, and its large-scale application costly. 

   उ -स    ग          स                     अ                , इस                            
औ                इस      ग           

 The World Meteorological Organization has called for more scientific research, pointing to a 
―rise in demand for these activities ... due to the frequency of droughts‖. 

                      (World Meteorological Organization)    अ            अ  स        
                      औ  ―                                                    ‖       
स              

 The UN organisation has also ruled out any danger to human health or the environment and 
acknowledged potential economic benefits if the technique proved successful. 

इस                                                      स     ख       स             ख     

        औ                         स    स          ,    इसस  स                    स        
 The method, already used in around 50 countries to combat drought, hail, and air pollution, 

is new for Central Asia — a region warming twice as fast as the global average. 

       ,   स   उ   ग      स      ग ग 50         स ख ,          औ             स                

              ,                   ई   —    स                   औ                             
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13A8.  Centre floats tender worth ₹1 lakh crore for 60 planes 

       60               ₹1                                 

 The Defence Ministry on Wednesday issued a tender worth around ₹1 lakh crore for 60 
multirole transport aircraft (MTA) for the Indian Air Force (IAF), in a major push to replace 

its ageing fleet of cargo and transport aircraft and expand its strategic airlift capability. 

                                    स    (IAF)         ग ग ₹1                  60            

              (MTA)    ख                         ,    उस                         औ         

                            उस                                                         
   स     

 The tender has been issued to multiple Indian companies, including Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited (HAL) and private sector defence majors, a senior Defence Ministry official said. 
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                       अ                                                        (HAL) स    

 ई                औ                 ख                        गई     
 The programme is envisaged as an Indian-led initiative, with Indian companies partnering 

with global original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) to manufacture the aircraft in the 
country, the official added. 

अ                 इस                           -                            गई   ,   स   
                                           (OEMs)    स   स                    इ            
          ग   

 Mahindra Defence has tied up with Brazilian aerospace major Embraer to offer the C-390 
Millennium, while Tata is partnering U.S. firm Lockheed Martin to offer the C-130J Super 

Hercules, which is already operated by the IAF for special operations. 

                C-390                                      ख        स       Embraer    
स   स             ,              C-130J स           स                 अ             
Lockheed Martin    स   स             ,   स  IAF      स           अ              स            
    

 Under the proposed programme, around 20% of the aircraft are expected to be inducted in 

fly-away condition, while the remaining aircraft would be manufactured in India. 

                       ग ग 20%           उ   -                                      
उ       ,                                           ग   

 The domestically produced aircraft are expected to have more than 60% indigenous 
content and would be built through joint ventures between Indian companies and the OEMs. 

                        60%                              उ        औ  इ                  

            OEMs        स      उ              स          ग   

Aerial refuelling 

              

 The MTA are expected to provide the IAF with enhanced capability to rapidly move troops, 
equipment and other military assets over long distances. 

MTA स  IAF    स     , उ      औ  अ                                                           
                       उ         

 The aircraft could also potentially be configured for aerial refuelling, providing the IAF with 
an additional tanker capability. 

इ            स          स                                         स      ,   सस  IAF    
अ                        ग   

 The IAF currently operates 12 C-130J Super Hercules aircraft, primarily for special 

operations and tactical airlift missions. 

IAF           12 C-130J                         स             ,               स        

अ       औ  स                           उ   ग               
 Separately, the force is inducting the C-295 transport aircraft under a programme involving 

Airbus and Tata, with around 70 aircraft planned for the IAF and the majority of them to be 
manufactured in India. 

अ ग स ,      स    Airbus औ  Tata स                        C-295                           
      ,   स       IAF         ग ग 70                    औ  इ    स  अ                      

           ग   
 The MTA programme is part of the IAF‘s broader modernisation drive amid concerns over 

its ageing transport fleet and the need to augment airlift capabilities. 
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MTA        IAF                                  स    ,    उस                                
             औ                                                             

 The IAF has also issued a tender for 114 multirole fighter aircraft under its long-pending 

fighter modernisation programme. 

IAF    अ         स   स                                             114                  
                                    

 It is simultaneously looking to acquire more than 100 trainer aircraft to replace its ageing 

Hawk fleet and augment training capacity as the number of fighter squadrons is sought to be 
increased. 

स     ,                  स                 स         IAF अ           Hawk               औ  
                          100                         ख                           

 The proposed transport aircraft programme is also expected to deepen India‘s domestic 
aerospace manufacturing ecosystem by bringing global OEMs into production partnerships 

with Indian companies and increasing indigenous content in military airlift platforms. 

                            स                    स   उ      स                  OEMs    
           औ  स                                                                           

                                    उ         

 

13A8. HC seeks clarity over Meta‟s policy on 
Rights Manager tool 

                                                     
               

 The Delhi High Court on Wednesday sought clarity 
from Meta over its policy governing access to its Rights 
Manager tool, after concerns were raised that fraudulent 
actors have allegedly exploited the platform‘s copyright-
protection mechanism to target original content. 

       उ                             स  उस     इ स 

                                                          

   ग            उ                      ग  ,             ग    
ग           ख                                स        
                                      इ -स              
      ग          

 Justice Anup Jairam Bhambhani directed Meta to 
place on record its norms and eligibility criteria for granting 
access to Rights Manager, along with the grounds on which 
applications for the tool may be rejected. 

           अ                              इ स                           स  स       अ          
औ                   स  -स   उ              अ    ख                            ,       
        इस                ग            अ               स        

 The directions came during the hearing of a suit filed by a content creator. 

                                              स    ई              ग   

 


