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In ‘era of reels’, avoid shortcuts, read autobiographies, Modi tells youth

qew & Ior K AieHe § 9, HHAFYN 9¢, AE o a3t & Fer

13A8

India’s first branded train set to run as ‘Sprite’ Tejas Express

TR T Tgell F135 o7 ‘Sprite’ AT THFAYH & T H Toloit

13A8

Italy’s Curtis shatters women’s 50m backstroke world record

gl Y Hfew A ATFATHT Y 50 Hex FTAF F1 A2 RFrs dver

13A8

Blame it on injuries and lack of practice for missing the yellow metal at U-20
Worlds, say Indian athletes

HICART TUeel o F§T—3157-20 e AR=afAT 7 Faof vgs gaer & e Sel sic
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Jaipal Singh Munda (1903-1970)

Jaipal Singh Munda, popularly known as “Marang
Gomke” (Great Leader), was a prominent Adivasi leader,
Constituent Assembly member, politician and
international-level hockey player. He is particularly
important for UPSC/UPPCS because of his role in
advocating tribal rights in the Constituent Assembly.

Unexpected visitors: Police officers interact with student
protesters at Jaipal Singh Munda Stadium in Ranchi. pTi

Early Life and Education

Born on 3 January 1903 in Takra village, present-day Jharkhand.

He belonged to the Munda tribal community.

He studied at St. Paul’s School, Ranchi, and later went to Oxford University.

He was selected for the Indian Civil Service (ICS) but ultimately did not pursue an
ICS career.

Hockey and the 1928 Olympics

Jaipal Singh was an outstanding hockey player and captained the Indian hockey team during
part of its campaign at the 1928 Amsterdam Olympics.

India eventually won the gold medal, beginning its extraordinary era of Olympic hockey
dominance.

An important factual qualification: although Jaipal Singh was the team's captain initially, he

did not play the final after leaving the team before the completion of the tournament. So
saying simply that he “captained India to the 1928 Olympic gold” can be misleading.

Adivasi Movement

His most significant contribution came through his leadership of India's tribal communities.
In 1939, he became president of the Adivasi Mahasabha. He advocated political
representation, protection of tribal land and culture, and greater autonomy for Adivasi

regions.

He was an important early advocate of a separate Jharkhand state comprising tribal-
dominated areas.

After Independence, the Adivasi Mahasabha evolved into the Jharkhand Party in 1950
under his leadership.

Role in the Constituent Assembly

Jaipal Singh Munda was a powerful Adivasi voice in the Constituent Assembly (1946—
1950).
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In his famous intervention on 19 December 1946, he argued that Adivasis were among
India’s original inhabitants and had historically suffered exploitation and neglect.

In ‘era of reels, avoid shortcuts, read
autobiographies, Modi tells youth

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday urged
young people in the “era of
reels” not to take short-
cuts, and instead read au-
tobiographies of the peo-
ple they admired to get a
unique perspective on his-
torical events.

Speaking at the launch
of former President Ram
Nath Kovind’s autobiogra-
phy, Triumph of the Indian
Republic: My Life, My
Struggles, he said Mr. Ko-
vind’s life showed how de-
termination could help a
person overcome adversity
and rise to the highest con-
stitutional office.

Mr. Modi appealed to
the youth to read autobiog-
raphies as such books of-
fered the opportunity to
understand a particular
period through the life of
someone who had expe-

13A8.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with former president Ram Nath
Kovind during the launch of latter's autobiography in New Delhi. pTi

rienced it.

“This is the era of reels.
Social media influencers
often pull you in and take
you down certain paths. In
this age of shortcuts, let us
remember a message often
displayed at railway sta-
tions: a shortcut will cut
you short. This is written
because some people have
a habit of jumping onto the

tracks instead of using the
railway bridge. However, if
there is a shortcut you
should take to get ahead in
life, it is to read the auto-
biography of someone you
admire,” Mr. Modi said.

Engaging with Gen Z
His remarks come at a time
when the Centre and the

Bharatiya Janata Party

qeq F T 7 AeHe F 99, HCAFYT 93, G F Jarit & Far
e Speaking at the launch of former President Ram Nath Kovind’s autobiography, Triumph of

the Indian Republic: My Life, My Struggles, he said Mr. Kovind’s life showed how
determination could help a person overcome adversity and rise to the highest constitutional

office.

(BJP) have stepped up ef-
forts to engage with Gen Z
on social media.

He highlighted Mr. Ko-
vind’s continuing public
engagement, saying that
the former President had
not rested after demitting
office, and was working on
the simultaneous election
initiative, which could, Mr.
Modi said, “open a new
chapter in Indian democ-
racy”. “We need many
more young people who
would be like Kovindji in
future — people who are
not defeated by circum-
stances but possess the de-
termination to overcome
every challenge,” he said.

Mr. Kovind recalled
hardships in his childhood
and the values he imbibed
from his surroundings.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, Chief Justice of India
Surya Kant, and several
Union Ministers attended
the event.

In ‘era of reels’, avoid shortcuts, read autobiographies, Modi tells youth

qq Iseafe I AT FifdE A HHFAT, Triumph of the Indian Republic: My Life, My
Struggles %W%WWW?WW%%WHW@H%%@
memmﬁwmﬁﬁmwmﬁmﬁﬁﬁaﬁ

H HERIAT X T B
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India’s first branded
train set to run as
‘Sprite’ Tejas Express

S. Vijay Kumar
CHENNAI

India’s first ‘private, brand-
ed’ train, launched by the
Indian Railway Catering
and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) between Lucknow
and Delhi, will run as the
“‘Sprite’ Tejas Express.

After IRCTC awarded
advertisement rights
through train branding of
the Lucknow-Delhi-Luck-
now Tejas Express to M/s
Sprite for a period of six
months, the North Eastern
Railway was told that Train
82501/82502 Lucknow-Del-
hi-Lucknow IRCTC Tejas
Express should be an-
nounced as the ‘Sprite’ Te-
jas Express, sources in the
Railways said.

The advertisement
through train branding
was given by way of a Let-
ter of Acceptance. The
private train will be an-
nounced as ‘Sprite’ Tejas
Express at originating and
en route stations on both
sides of the journey, the
sources told The Hindu on

Wednesday. The country’s
first private train was
flagged off by Uttar Pra-
desh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on December
3, 2021

The much publicised
IRCTC’s own fully air-con-
ditioned superfast train is
equipped with modern fa-
cilities. It has an extensive
on-board food/beverage
and infotainment services,
the IRCTC said.

Group booking is al-
lowed in the train where
passengers travelling in
groups to attend corporate
meetings, marriages, so-
cial events, etc., could
book an entire AC Chair
Car coach having 78 seats.

“This is the first time
that a train is being named
after a brand. Though the
Lucknow-Delhi-Lucknow
Tejas Express is a private
train, IRCTC pays Indian
Railways hauling charges,
which includes the use of
its infrastructure, such as
tracks, railway stations,
etc.,” a senior Railways offi-
cial said.

Wednesday.
AT & FUAR &I The Hindu T ST 3 57 ST ¢of &l AT o et feenait 7 IR i At &

FEUAT IT “Sprite’ AW TFAIH & &9 F ¥ o S|
e The country’s first private train was flagged off by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath on December 3, 2021.

13A8. India’s first branded train set to run
as ‘Sprite’ Tejas Express

TR &Y Ugall J1SS ST ‘Sprite’ dSTH TFANH &
9 7 T

e India’s first ‘private, branded’ train, launched by
the Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) between Lucknow and Delhi, will run as the
‘Sprite’ Tejas Express.

Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation

(IRCTC) aRT o3 3R fereell & e & s 1S 81T
agell ‘frslt, S8’ ¢oT ‘Sprite’ ASTH THFANH & &I H Telall|

o After IRCTC awarded advertisement rights
through train branding of the Lucknow-Delhi-Lucknow
Tejas Express to M/s Sprite for a period of six months,
the North Eastern Railway was told that Train
82501/82502 Lucknow-Delhi-Lucknow IRCTC Tejas
Express should be announced as the ‘Sprite’ Tejas
Express, sources in the Railways said.

Yofd o AT o I foh IRCTC SaRT oTEel3- e oell-oideis
IS TFEYH ST & FIfET & AeIH7 ¥ AT ¥VFR o7
FE T 37aftr & fT M/s Sprite &1 fET ST & dTe, gafat
Ye1d Y fAder feam am o ¢ 82501/82502 T@=T3-fewall-
G5 IRCTC Ao TFaYH &l ‘Sprite’ doTH TFAIH &
¥ H "It a frar s

e The advertisement through train branding was
given by way of a Letter of Acceptance.

o SifSaT & ATETH ¥ fTATIA &7 J™FR Letter of

Acceptance & ATCIH & 3T I1m 7|

e The private train will be announced as ‘Sprite’
Tejas Express at originating and en-route stations on
both sides of the journey, the sources told The Hindu on

2T T ugell forsit &oT T FaX waer & Feaet At anfeeaery o 3 ey 2021 1 58 39 fewrs

|

e  The much publicised IRCTC’s own fully air-conditioned superfast train is equipped with
modern facilities.

IRCTC &I Sgafdid 3r9eit qofd: aTeTe[s fod FIReRe ¢ 3 faeh Fraemsit & Farssrd ¢!
¢ |t has extensive on-board food/beverage and infotainment services, the IRCTC said.
IRCTC & &gl T 3G caTqeh 3HTeT-a1E 11/ 3 AR Gaeft Y0 3qswr E

e Group booking is allowed in the train where passengers travelling in groups to attend
corporate meetings, marriages, social events, etc., could book an entire AC Chair Car coach
having 78 seats.

58 ¢ & FHg i 1 3e7Af B, T dgd HidRe oo, [are, o srisar sfe &
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ATHT glet o ToIT Togg & AT e arel I 78 HWieh aTh QX AC Chair Car e Y §eh X el
el

e “This is the first time that a train is being named after a brand.
“Ug Ugell IR § ST fondlY &7 &1 1o TordlY 118 & o197 9X 3@ ST &I 8

e Though the Lucknow-Delhi-Lucknow Tejas Express is a private train, IRCTC pays Indian
Railways hauling charges, which includes the use of its infrastructure, such as tracks, railway
stations, etc.,” a senior Railways official said.

gTeAlTeh T3 [ ooll-oreT3 oid Uy Ueh st ¢7 €, IRCTC SRl Yoid ohi gHaiaT ek hl
$TITCITeT el &, TSIl TeRa, Yoid Tl TS S 38eh FiIG1eT S oh STATT T oeh AT
g, YId & Ueh aiss ATRRT o FeTl

Italy’s Curtis shatters women’s 13A8. ltaly’s Curtis shatters women’s 50m
50m backstroke world record backstroke world record
wx v o T gTell Y HiET F ARATHT F 50 Hiex SFTets FT

fareg Rt aYsr

e |talian teenager Sara Curtis set a 50m women’s
backstroke world record of 26.63s in qualifying at the
European swimming championships in Paris on
Wednesday.

S = o Fodt o PR SR W T oY R AR
Lm AFP WMW%W&#ZGGBWW
Italian teenager Sara Curtis set a 50m women’s backstroke world FHY AT mm #$r 50 Hex ﬁm TaeT &1 faeT
Chamlonships inpars on wecnesday, e peviovs recordof 2686 TS AT
was set by Australia’s Kaylee McKeown at a World Cup meet in ° The previous record of 26.86 was set by Australia’s

Budapest on October 20, 2023.

October 20, 2023.
o TUU UEH 26.86 Wehs T RehlS IECTOIAT T Hrrell AHFHANT o 20 IreFga, 2023 I ST H
ITSd g &

Kaylee McKeown at a World Cup meet in Budapest on

GS Paper 1: History 13 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

Visual question: Name this leader of the Mexican rebel
movement called the Zapatistas. WIKIMEDIA

Visual question: Name this leader of the Mexican rebel
movement called the Zapatistas. WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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TOPICS COVERED

13A8 | Faith healing poses challenge to authorities as diseases kill 7 tribal children in
Madhya Pradesh
ALY ST A NARAT & 7 rfeardt gwaf A #td F i srer-araia 3R sl
& forw galdt g=r
Faith healing poses challenge to authorities as
diseases kill 7 tribal children in Madhya Pradesh
Mehul Malpani Mr. Saraf said ICMR lab-

BHOPAL

Seven children have lost
their lives and about 100
have fallen ill in about 45
days in some tribal villages
of Madhya Pradesh’s Ba-
laghat district, due to an
outbreak of monsoon-re-
lated diseases officials have
said. They, however,
flagged lack of accessibility
in remote areas and the
community’s reliance on
ritualistic healing for the
worsening of the situation.

According to officials,
about five villages of the
Baiga tribe have reported
100 cases of malaria, ty-
phoid, viral infections and
skin infections among chil-
dren aged between one
and 13 since June. They
have reported symptoms
like high fever, stomach in-
fection, and rashes and
spots on their bodies. The
villages are Bondari, Adori,
Machhurda, Korka and

Some o-f the children of the Baiga tribe who suffered from varioixs

illnesses this monsoon. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Kundekasa in Baihar tehsil,
about 85 kilometres from
the district hospital.
Balaghat Additional Col-
lector Abhishek Saraf told
The Hindu that 24 children
are currently undergoing
treatment at district and ci-
vil hospitals while 76 chil-
dren have recovered so far.

Official response

Officials said the adminis-
tration came to know
about the problem only af-
ter three children died.

The first death occurred on
June 26 in Bondari village.

The authorities have
collected blood samples
from patients and sent
them to the ICMR-National
Institute of Research in
Bacterial Infections, Kolka-
ta, and the ICMR-National
Institute of Virology, Pune,
to check for the exact
cause of the outbreak. A
team from Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose Medical Col-
lege, Jabalpur, is conduct-
ing investigations.

oratories reports have con-
firmed various rain-related
illnesses as well as immun-
ity problems in the pa-
tients. He said health
camps have been set up in
the villages and door-to-
door screenings are being
conducted.

Faith healing
The officials, however,
highlighted the challenges
in tracing the affected chil-
dren as well as in convinc-
ing their families to accept
the treatment.

The Baiga community is
a Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Group (PVTG) with
members of the group of-
ten opting for faith healing
over modern medicine.

“Apart from being in re-
mote areas, convincing the
families to admit the chil-
dren to hospitals was diffi-
cult,” Mr. Saraf said, ad-
ding that the situation was
now improving.

13A8. Faith healing poses challenge to authorities as diseases kill 7 tribal
children in Madhya Pradesh

A7 geer # At ¥ 7 anfeardt s=at & ata & fi=r sreur-3maRa s=r
st F faw getd aer

e Seven children have lost their lives and about 100 have fallen ill in about 45 days in some
tribal villages of Madhya Pradesh’s Balaghat district, due to an outbreak of monsoon-related
diseases, officials have said.

JTRRRET & T foh 7T 98w & aremare o & Fa anfeard aral 7 AgeT  d«fid
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SATRET o TehIT & HROT ST 45 feAT H ATeT F=ll Y FY 81 1S ¢ 3R T899 100 ST AR
RER]
e According to officials, about five villages of the Baiga tribe have reported 100 cases of

malaria, typhoid, viral infections and skin infections among children aged between one and 13
since June.

3TN & ITAR, ST & AT STeTonfar & ST GIe aial o Toh & 13 q§ Y Y & el &
AT, TTSHISS, IRRS HshaoT 3R caaT HshaoT & T 100 ATH TTHT 3T & |

e The Baiga community is a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG) with members of
the group often opting for faith healing over modern medicine.

I FACT UF AT T F FAAR TAATAT GHE (Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group—
PVTG) &, foraes Hedar 3R 3myfaieh Ffeheam & Soira 3medT- 3T 3TaR &1 Jrafdiedr od
gl

GS Paper 1. Geography 13 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

13A8 | Nighttime blitz damaged Russia’s Black Sea Naval base: Zelenskyy
Ud & & # T & HIell UK ARTAH 7S Y FhdATeT Tgar. Felehl

13A8 | Paramilitary force launches drone attacks across Sudan army targets

AT a8 7 Tl Ao F FTA 9 I g U

13A8 | Two militants killed as Colombia steps up air strikes against rebels

Frefear garT AR & Feqy gars goa a9 fFe I F & 379 AR a1v

Nighttime blitz damaged Russia’s
Black Sea Naval base: Zelenskyy

Anti-ship missiles, jet-powered aerial drones and sea drones conduct strikes on naval base in Novorossiysk, says Ukrainian
leader; he warns of broader strategic moves by Russia; Moscow claims its air defences shot down more than 500 drones

Associated Press country’s biggest accom- ation targeting the Naval
KYIV plishments of the war. base in Novorossiysk — the

But Ukrainian officials  last major stronghold of
reckon that Russian Presi-  the Russian fleet in the
dent Vladimir Putinisbent  Black Sea,” Mr. Zelenskyy
on prosecuting the inva-  said. The attack struck air
sion, despite his bigger ar-  defences, piers and other
my’s slow and costly pro-  infrastructure in the Kras-
gress on the battlefieldand  nodar region, he added.

krainian anti-ship
U missiles,  jet-po-
wered aerial

drones and sea drones
blitzed a major Russian Na-
val base on the Black Sea

coast in a “unique” night- U.S. diplomatic efforts to Krasnodar region Gov.
time operation, Ukrainian find a settlement. Veniamin Kondratyev said
President Volodymyr Ze- Mr. Putin is planning that hundreds of Ukrainian
lenskyy said on “an additional rapid mobil-  drones attacked Novorossi-
Wednesday. 3. o~ isation of several hundred  ysk, Anapa and Gelendzhik
Cutting-edge drones de-  Extensive loss: Adamaged private house following a Ukrainian thousand Russians by the and the Temryuk district
veloped by Kyiv since Rus-  drone strike in Novorossiysk in Russia on Wednesday. REUTERS end of the year,” Mr. Zelen-  of the region overnight.
sia invaded more than four skyy said on social media Russian air defences
years ago have repeatedly  Both countries have Black iting the movements of late Tuesday, citing Ukrai- downed more than 500
targeted Russian ships in  Sea shorelines. Russia’s  once-dominant  nian intelligence reports. Ukrainian drones, the De-
the Black Sea, including Ukraine’s uncrewed  Black Sea navy, Kyiv offi- The Ukrainian military  fence Ministry in Moscow

warships and oil tankers. fleet has succeeded in lim-  cials say, in one of the “carried outauniqueoper- said.

13A8. Nighttime blitz damaged Russia’s Black Sea Naval base: Zelenskyy
Ud & & # T & FIell UK ARTAF 373 Y FhaATeT Tgar: Feleh!

e Ukrainian anti-ship missiles, jet-powered aerial drones and sea drones blitzed a major
Russian Naval base on the Black Sea coast in a “unique” nighttime operation, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy said on Wednesday.
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bl & SrgTar-Ueh framzat, Se-fare gars =t 3 woredt St & il 9PR & de R Fud &1
& Teh Jd AT 3733 W “Iefadia Ufsrels ATt & de gl fohaT, Yohel & Tsgafd
AeTIR SreIEhT o gerar 1 Tl

e The Ukrainian military “carried out a unique operation targeting the Naval base in

Novorossiysk — the last major stronghold of the Russian fleet in the Black Sea,” Mr.
Zelenskyy said.

A SrolEehT 3 Fgl o Yool Bell o “AaRIEaTES 7 Ao 3733 't e sam v agfada
AT TART—SAT FTelT AR A Tl 98 1 3y @ a1 817

e The attack struck air defences, piers and other infrastructure in the Krasnodar region, he
added.

3giel el foh 30 GA H FIAISK & HT I T&T yonfarat, urel AR 3w gfaardy arer 1
IGHIGIEGIRIKIEN!

e Krasnodar region Gov. Veniamin Kondratyev said that hundreds of Ukrainian drones
attacked Novorossiysk, Anapa and Gelendzhik and the Temryuk district of the region
overnight.

FIEAISR &1 & I AR PIaleAd o Tl foh AT 7 sl Feholl SNell of ATGRITCHTER,
3retrar 3R AT TUT 8T F AEdF e o gevern |

Paramilitary force launches drone  13A8. Paramilitary force launches drone

attacks across Sudan army targets  attacks across Sudan army targets
IAfaF aor A Gl AT F T W I g

e

e Sudan’s paramilitary Rapid Support Forces
(RSF) launched drone strikes on the capital Khartoum
and other army-controlled cities on Wednesday.

o GBI & 3T IRE wNE BRIGT (RSF) o gerar
T TSTETAT FIAH 3R BT o [AFHT aTel 377 AT TR Gt

< ReUTERs GO ThU|

Sudan’s paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) launched drone e RSF spokesperson confirmed that the group had
strikes on the capital Khartoum and other army-controlled citieson  targeted the airport and army warehouses in Atbara,
Wednesday. RSF spokesperson confirmed that the group had as well as fuel

targeted the airport and army warehouses in Atbara, as well as fuel 4 epots in Two militants kllled as Colombia

depots in Omdurman and a military airport in the south. AFp

Omdurman steps up air strikes against rebels

and a military airport in the south.

o RSF & YaedT o Jiee &1 foh G o HaaRT & gar$
3783 3R QT & MeTAT & ATY-A1Y HAGTART H §orer
Bt qer gfaior # va v ga1$ 3133 F1 v S
|

13A8. Two militants killed as Colombia steps
up air strikes against rebels

Freifaar garT R & Reey gard gaa a9 P

REUTERS

Two rebels were killed in air strikes ordered by Colombia’s new

EHﬁ' # a. m Hﬁ government, a military source said on Tuesday, after Bogota
Mq pledged to fight a scourge of violence gripping the nation. The strike
° The strike against the National Liberation Army against the National Liberation Army was carried out late Monday in

. . the northeastern Catatumbo region, the Defence Ministry said. AFP
was carried outlate Monday in the northeastern

Catatumbo region, the Defence Ministry said.
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13A8

Charges made against Justice Varma ‘proved’, says probe report

St RTE # gt I, =t aat & Rvey s 71w IR R ge

13A8

Will have to see if there was split in Shiv Sena: SC

TRIGA=T & Is11TeT g3 o1 41 7, TEre T AT Q1IN Falfod w AT

13A8

Amid tussle, NCSC panel to probe Centre’s de-reservation proposals

dierarer & der NCSC darel &g % HRETOT-AfFd Taral i St Hyan

13A8

RS passes Bills to change name of Kerala, strengthen co-operative corporation

TSAWHT A Il T ATH Tadat AN TEFRY 4917 Y A H arel fadas ol fre

13A8

Supreme Court clarifies scope of police custody under BNSS

Hafed =ARATerd A BNSS & dgd faw Rrad & ara i ¥use i

Charges made against Justice Varma ‘proved, says probe report

Sandeep P an
NEW DELHI

A three-member inquiry
committee constituted by
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la has found the charges
“proved” against former
Delhi High Court judge Jus-
tice Yashwant Varma over
the discovery of burnt cur-
rency at his official resi-
dence, holding that his ex-
planations were “evasive

and unsatisfactory”.

The committee’s report,
tabled in both Houses of
Parliament on Wednesday,
said Justice Varma had
failed to provide a satisfac-
tory explanation regarding
the presence, source, or
ownership of the cash
found in the storeroom of
his official residence.

Justice Varma'’s explana-
tion did not demonstrate
the “candour, transparen-

Justice Yashwant Varma

cy and institutional res-
ponsibility” expected of a
judge, the report said. “It

remained evasive and un-
satisfactory when tested
against the evidence of in-
dependent official witness-
es and corroborative mate-
rial,” the committee noted.

The panel also found
that material evidence at
the site had not been pro-
perly secured or pre-
served, and that the evi-
dentiary condition of the
storeroom had been dis-
turbed before it was lawful-

ly sealed and inspected.

The panel was headed
by Supreme Court judge
Justice Aravind Kumar, and
had Chief Justice of the
Bombay High Court Justice
Shree  Chandrashekhar
and senior advocate of the
Karnataka High Court BV.
Acharya as members.

In its consolidated find-
ings on the three articles of
charge, the panel record-
ed: “The Committee there-

fore records its final find-
ings that Articles of
charges I, II and I are
proved.”

Sources indicated that
the government may con-
sider carrying forward the
process of removal against
him since removal pro-
ceedings started before he
resigned.

‘INQUIRY CANNOT JUST END’
» PAGE 4

13A8. Charges made against Justice Varma ‘proved’, says probe report

witer e o gt ara, STl @t & Reay @ee v HRIT Ry §u

A three-member inquiry committee constituted by Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has found
the charges “proved” against former Delhi High Court judge Justice Yashwant Varma over
the discovery of burnt currency at his official residence, holding that his explanations were
‘evasive and unsatisfactory”.

ANHHT 3reTet A AT R NS el HeT A Sirer FATT o I feeel I=ar =armerd &
ATATERr FARAf T THT & FAeedr 3 ITAPIIR I TR STell g AT IV S & T
# ST 37U HRYGT 1 “RAgH” aram § 3R a1 § T 3oTeh Faedieor “erersreie are A
FHaNTTS I

The committee’s report, tabled in both Houses of Parliament on Wednesday, said Justice

Varma had failed to provide a satisfactory explanation regarding the presence, source, or
ownership of the cash found in the storeroom of his official residence.

TYUAR &Y THE o Gledl Tl & T FiAT S RAIE 7 ohgt am o wargaffed aa T e
3TTReRTN e TATH & HER-FHaT H el wTehdl T FHisTeal, 3Heh A AT FTiAcd & FaL H
HATTsTeleh TISEIHI0T &t # fahel B

The panel was headed by Supreme Court judge Justice Aravind Kumar, and had Chief
Justice of the Bombay High Court Justice Shree Chandrashekhar and senior advocate of the
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Karnataka High Court B.V. Acharya as members.

TfAfe &1 sreerar wafed =amamea & Fawier =aefd R FAR F 6, Safn sud geet
# 9IS 39 ST & HET wAraeiier sarefet At ageat 3R Fales 3°a Faey & aivs
srfrasFar .. amard anfaer

e Sources indicated that the government may consider carrying forward the process of removal
against him since removal proceedings started before he resigned.

AT o Heohel feT fo TR 3o7ah Tareer e @ getet T WHHAT Y 311 Fele I fa=R T Fehell &,
FLieh SaTeh SEATHI SoT W Tgel 81 GeTel ohl HrIaTel Y& &1 Fehr AT

Will have to see if there
was split in Shiv Sena: SC

Division may originate in legislature party and the fissure can percolate into organisation, primary

membership, says court; split can never arise merely from division in legislature party: Sena (UBT)

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Wednesday said

it would have to
first see whether there had
been a split in the Shiv Se-
na as such a division may
originate in the legislature
party and the fissure can
percolate into the organi-
sation and the primary
membership.

The observations were
made by a Bench compris-
ing Chief Justice Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya Bag-
chi and V. Mohana during
the final hearing on pleas
filed by the Uddhav Thack-
eray-led Sena (UBT) faction
in 2024 over the Election
Commission’s (EC) Febru-
ary 17, 2023 order recognis-
ing the Eknath Shinde-led
faction as the original Shiv
Sena and allotting it the
party’s name and “bow
and arrow” symbol.

The Bench examined
whether a split originating
in the legislature party
could subsequently manif-
est itself within the broad-
er party organisation and
primary membership, and
whether such develop-
ments could be considered
by the EC while deciding a

In 2022, Eknath Shinde and several MLAs rebelled against the Shiv Sena
led by Uddhav Thackeray (right), leading to a split in the party. FILE PHOTO

dispute under Paragraph
15 of the Tenth Schedule of
the Constitution.

‘Epicentre of split’
“First, we have to see
whether there is a split. A
split may originate in the
legislature party, but the
fissure can percolate into
the organisation and the
primary membership,” Jus-
tice Bagchi said.

To this, senior advocate
Kapil Sibal, appearing for
the Uddhav faction, said,
“As a proposition of law, a
split in the political party
can never arise merely
from a split in the legisla-
ture party. That has been
decided by the Constitu-
tion Bench [in a judg-

ment].”

Justice Bagchi said the
judgment states that the
proposed split cannot be
restricted to a split in the
legislature party. “But it
does not say that if a split
begins in the legislature
party and subsequently
gets reflected in the organ-
isation and the primary
membership, it cannot be
considered. It may be the
epicentre of a larger split,”
the judge said.

Mr. Sibal said the judg-
ment does not speak of the
legislature party.

The Bench said it need-
ed clarity on this aspect.

“The Shinde group had
the support of 11 ‘Rajya
Prabharis’. A Rajya Prabha-

riis part of the party struc-
ture. It is not something
outside the Shiv Sena’s or-
ganisational structure.
More importantly, when
we consider a political par-
ty, we are not concerned
only with office-bearers.
We also have to consider
the primary membership,”
the Bench said.

Mr. Sibal questioned the
EC’s approach in determin-
ing whether there was a ge-
nuine dispute within the
party and whether the fac-
tion approaching it had ex-
hausted the internal reme-
dies available under the
Sena’s constitution.

EC view challenged

Mr. Sibal challenged the
EC’s assessment of the Se-
na’s organisational struc-
ture. “The point is, who is
the Election Commission
to determine at which le-
vel, for which posts and
how many persons must
be elected?” he said.

He added that once a
prima facie split in the pol-
itical party was esta-
blished, subsequent deve-
lopments  could  be
considered by the EC while
reaching its final decision.

The hearing will resume
on Thursday.

13A8. Will have to see if
there was split in Shiv
Sena: SC

mmﬁﬁmganmm
STEl, I Ig S@<IT g9
gaf=a ~aEre T

e The Supreme Court on
Wednesday said it would have first
see whether there had been a split
in the Shiv Sena as such a
division may originate in the
legislature party and the fissure
can percolate into the organisation
and the primary membership.

Hafea ~arTer & JUaR & el &
38 Ug Tg AT g ok @ #
ﬁmgmmmaﬁ,ﬁ%ﬂw
fasTstet faeTease gof 7 Y& &
HhdT § R 3P IR TS dUT
TR HEEIAAT T g Tehell

e The observations were
made by a Bench comprising
Chief Justice Surya Kant and
Justices Joymalya Bagchi and
V. Mohana during the final hearing
on pleas filed by the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Sena (UBT) faction

in 2024 over the Election Commission’s (EC) February 17, 2023 order recognising the Eknath
Shinde-led faction as the original Shiv Sena and allotting it the party’s name and “bow and
arrow” symbol.

3 feeaforgt e Farartier dFT aut saraHfd StaaATear anTd 3R Farefd &, dAger o
d1S & 2024 # 3T ST & aAcfcd dTel FelT (UBT) I GaRT &RR AR G- 3HTiH Foaars
SR 7| T IV fordTaeT 3AeT (EC) & 17 BIadY, 2023 & AT ¥ Tafed oY, TSas vehary
fR1E & SAqea aTel € 1 FeT RGHAT & T F Awgar & 718 o 3R 37 a1 T AW AT “erew-
qTor geira frea arated fohar arm |
e The Bench examined whether a split originating in the legislature party could subsequently
manifest itself within the broader party organisation and primary membership, and whether

such developments could be considered by the EC while deciding a dispute under Paragraph
15 of the Tenth Schedule of the Constitution.
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%ﬁamﬁaﬁﬁ%wﬁwﬁmﬁgmgmﬁmmﬁmmmmaﬂ?
STAHe HeETdT & $Nc o gehe &1 AehlT &, 3R 1 HaerT=l T gadt Srgeget & R 15 %
ded frdl faare &1 oot s goar e 3maieT 0 gesmhaAl W faaR & Gehdr 8

‘Epicentre of split’

RAATST FT Fg’

To this, senior advocate Kapil Sibal, appearing for the Uddhav faction, said, “As a proposition
of law, a split in the political party can never arise merely from a split in the legislature party.
That has been decided by the Constitution Bench [in a judgment].”

ST STaTe H 38T e I IR A U IS JHTeaerar H iy fsaer o1 g, “Fiefed & Rewrd &
w9 #, ol Toreifaes gol & fasTaTet hael [AUTAAs ot 7 AT & HRUT 3coed oTgl al
TohdT| e @5 o [v ot 7] @8 a9 g

Justice Bagchi said the judgment states that the proposed split cannot be restricted to a split
in the legislature party.

FarHf ST & e TR forotar 3 et ara & o geanfae fasiretet o1 dhaor ez g #
Tstreter g WifAT A& Tohar ST Tehdr|

“But it does not say that if a split begins in the legislature party and subsequently gets
reflected in the organisation and the primary membership, it cannot be considered. It may be
the epicentre of a larger split,” the judge said.

([ 7 gl “Afehel S Ig AET el 11 ¢ Toh I Tastrsiet faemaraisel aof & & T & 3R
e, H TS TUT WAfAHS Feradr H i IRATET 8iar &, al 39 W [aaR JA8r AT 3T TehdT| I8
a3 e F1 &g 8T Ahargl”

Mr. Sibal questioned the EC’s approach in determining whether there was a genuine dispute
within the party and whether the faction approaching it had exhausted the internal remedies
available under the Sena’s constitution.

A [feael o g TR e 7 fordTerst 3mier & giteenior qx Farer 3om fah m 91et & $fia}
I AEATI faaTg 2T 3R FIT 3HP TALT TE IC A 1 & AT b gl ITeIH HIeARD
39T T GRT 3TTET Y for 27|

EC view challenged

forafarer 3T & gReIoT F Ttch

Mr. Sibal challenged the EC’s assessment of the Sena’s organisational structure.
A T o AT hT HITSATHS FIAT oh TV TeIeT AT o HTeholel T Folicll 2T

“The point is, who is the Election Commission to determine at which level, for which posts and
how many persons must be elected?” he said.

3egiel heT, “HET I8 & T fovaTeret 3T2aT hieT {1l § ¥ e andet arer o fre ¥ o), et
vei & forw ik e safFast &1 9o e anfge?”
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Amid tussle, NCSC panel to probe
Centre’s de-reservation proposals

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Amidst an ongoing tussle
over de-reserving Union
government quota posts,
particularly in promotion
vacancies, the National
Commission for Scheduled
Castes (NCSC) has now de-
cided to “comprehensively
review” all proposals to de-
reserve government posts
that have come from the
Centre in the last three
years. De-reservation is the
practice of filling up a re-
served vacancy as an unre-
served one and is allowed
only in exceptional circum-
stances.

The NCSC and the
Centre have been clashing
over the issue of de-reserv-
ing government posts for
the last two years with the
Commission saying that
de-reservation proposals
are often incomplete and
do not reveal alternate ef-
forts made to fill the re-
served posts, a “recurring
issue” that it has decided
to examine and make
recommendations.

Specific exceptions
The move to investigate de-
reservation proposals from

De-reservation is the
ractice of filling u

a reserved vacancy as

an unreserved one in

exceptional situations

the Centre comes soon af-
ter nudging from the Com-
mission led to the Depart-
ment of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) to revise
its existing procedure on
de-reservation to double
the time that Commissions
for SCs and STs get to ob-
ject to such proposals from
two weeks to one month.

According to regulations
for government recruit-
ment issued by the DoPT,
there is a general ban on
de-reserving posts with ve-
ry specific exceptions. The
rules allow de-reserving a
direct recruitment vacancy
only in cases where a “va-
cancy ina Group ‘A’ service
cannot be allowed to re-
main vacant in public in-
terest”.

However, for such a de-
reservation exercise, a pro-
posal for it has to be exa-
mined first by the National
Commissions for SCs, STs,
or OBCs (whichever is ap-
plicable) and then by a

Committee of Secretaries
of the concerned Depart-
ments, the DoPT and the
Social Justice Ministry.

Following this, the final
decision is left to the Minis-
ter of Personnel and
Training.

In case of de-reserving
posts for promotion vacan-
cies, the procedure allows
for the concerned recruit-
ing Department or Minis-
try to have the final say
even though they are re-
quired to submit a propo-
sal to the National Com-
missions and DoPT.

In the latest Full Com-
mission meeting on June 4,
the NCSC noted that it had
decided to undertake a full
review of all de-reservation
proposals with the objec-
tive of examining “recur-
ring issues” and formulat-
ing “appropriate
recommendations for en-
suring effective implemen-
tation of the reservation
policy™.

Key agenda in meetings
The current NCSC, headed

by Gujarat BJP leader and
writer Kishore Makwana,
has been grappling with
the issue of de-reservation
proposals from the Centre

ever since it took charge. In
four out of the five Full
Commission meetings held
since 2024, the issue of de-
reservation has featured
high on the agenda of the
NCSC, according to the
meeting minutes.

In these meetings, pro-
posals for de-reservations
have come for posts in pu-
blic sector undertakings,
positions in the Ministries
of Law, Housing and Urban
Affairs, the Narcotics Con-
trol Bureau, the Central
Reserve Police Force, and
the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy, among other Ministries
and departments.

According to the mi-
nutes of the meetings,
none of these proposals
was agreed to by the NCSC,
which had flagged the con-
sistent shortcomings.

In the June 4 meeting,
the NCSC also suggested
that the Ministries and de-
partments looking to de-
reserve positions should
start exploring options like
deputation or short-term
contracts to fill the re-
served vacancies by eligi-
ble SC candidates in accor-
dance with the reservation

policy.

13A8. Amid tussle, NCSC panel to probe Centre’s de-reservation proposals

diaarel & i NCSC a7er &g & FRETor-AfFd el i st Hyan

e Amidst an ongoing tussle over de-reserving Union government quota posts, particularly in
promotion vacancies, the National Commission for Scheduled Castes (NCSC) has now
decided to “comprehensively review” all proposals to de-reserve government posts that have

come from the Centre in the last three years.

F% PR F FIT AT &1 FY HRETOT-77 3, A &9 § veleatfar H RiFaat 7 daw s
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Hirercitet o s, TSGR TR ST AT (NCSC) o 376 TSl ofief ast & by & 37T AR
e T IRETOT-HFT el o el TEciTdl hT “eaqTaeh Faat” el o foroty foram B

e De-reservation is the practice of filling up a reserved vacancy as an unreserved one and
is allowed only in exceptional circumstances.

IRETOT-AFT (De-reservation) &1 1Y & IRfET RfFa #r semfara RiFa & w7 & sram, 3k
ST AT sharel Jramerror aRTPfa & & ST &1

e The rules allow de-reserving a direct recruitment vacancy only in cases where a “vacancy in
a Group ‘A’ service cannot be allowed to remain vacant in public interest”.

T2l & 31TAR, TeaeT o7clf hr et st sharer Tl FEUTTY & R&TOT-Herd T3 ST Fehe1 &, STET
“Group ‘A’ 941 & fFdlt RfFT FI FT=1fed & @relt 7€ I@T 1 FRaT|”

e However, for such a de-reservation exercise, a proposal for it has to be examined first by the
National Commissions for SCs, STs, or OBCs (whichever is applicable) and then by a
Committee of Secretaries of the concerned Departments, the DoPT and the Social Justice
Ministry.

gTeilich, T IRETUT-AfeFd TishaT & fIT y&aTa &I ggel SC, ST AT OBC ¥ ISR At (it 8
ST &) ST ST T ST gl & 3iR 35eh ate; T ferd fsiret, DoP T qr HraifSieh = ara Harerd
& gfat Hr afATY qanT sadr Telem A T |

e Following this, the final decision is left to the Minister of Personnel and Training.
g% a1c Iifae fAvkr #1fde va yietor #5) o3 o fer Srar &1

e In case of de-reserving posts for promotion vacancies, the procedure allows for the
concerned recruiting Department or Ministry to have the final say even though they are
required to submit a proposal to the National Commissions and DoPT.

qeleaiict T Rl aTer Tel shl IRETOT-Herd el o HFHT &, Tishal Faferd srelt fasmmar ar
FaTerg Y Jfae oty A i srepafar &l &, vt €1 3¢ TSET AN 3R DoPT Yyl
SRl el TR &l

e In the latest Full Commission meeting on June 4, the NCSC noted that it had decided to
undertake a full review of all de-reservation proposals with the objective of examining
‘recurring issues” and formulating “appropriate recommendations for ensuring effective
implementation of the reservation policy”.

4 SfT 1 §% eAcioTer# qof AT ¥ 37 NCSC o gof fohar fof 380t @ell Reor- et werat
qot HHeT &Ye 1 A0 foram B, feehT 363 “aR-aR W 3T are @l ¥ sira el 3R
“HRETOT ey 3 errd Frieaer 1 giafRaa w3 & faw 3fra Rl car e g

Key agenda in meetings

dowt 7 I velsT

e The current NCSC, headed by Gujarat BJP leader and writer Kishore Makwana, has been
grappling with the issue of de-reservation proposals from the Centre ever since it took charge.

qTHTT NCSC, fSEhT 3TeaaTalT oI & $ISTIT AclT 3R ogsh freiR Heamar T 3@ 8, & IR
HIHTCT & ST, A &Y b & el 3TRETUT-A T STl 7 Heal 38 AHA To11 g3 &

e In four out of the five Full Commission meetings held since 2024, the issue of de-reservation
has featured high on the agenda of the NCSC, according to the meeting minutes.

¥ & PRI & AR, 2024 § I T §S e ToT AT F5hi & F IR A 3Reqor-Aferd 1
HeeT NCSC & Tois # Ja@dr & TfaeT g7 &

Indra Sawhney v. Union of India, 1992

e This landmark nine-judge Bench decision established major principles of reservation.
e The Court held, among other things, that Article 16(4) is an enabling provision and ordinarily
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applied the 50%b ceiling to reservations.
e Italso held that Article 16(4), as then understood, did not provide reservation in promotions.
e Parliament subsequently introduced Article 16(4A) for SC/ST promotion reservation.

M. Nagaraj v. Union of India, 2006

e The Supreme Court upheld the constitutional amendments relating to reservation in promotion,
including Articles 16(4A) and 16(4B).

e Itemphasised that these are enabling provisions, rather than an automatic command requiring
every government to provide promotion reservation.

e The State must satisfy constitutional requirements concerning representation and Article
335/administrative efficiency.

Jarnail Singh v. Lachhmi Narain Gupta, 2018

e The Court modified an important aspect of M. Nagaraj.

¢ It held that the State does not have to collect quantifiable data to prove the backwardness of
SCs/STs themselves for reservation in promotion.

e However, the requirement concerning inadequacy of representation remained important.

B.K. Pavitra Il, 2019

e The Supreme Court further developed the jurisprudence surrounding reservation in promotion
and consequential seniority, examining adequate representation and administrative efficiency in
the context of substantive equality.

Mukesh Kumar v. State of Uttarakhand, 2020

e The Supreme Court held that there is no fundamental right to claim reservation or reservation
in promotion. Articles 16(4) and 16(4A) are enabling provisions; courts cannot simply compel
a State to introduce reservation in promotion.

e This does not, however, mean that an existing reservation policy can be disregarded arbitrarily.
Once a government operates a reservation regime, its actions remain subject to the Constitution,
applicable rules and judicial review.

Jarnail Singh-related judgment, 2022

e The Supreme Court clarified that determining inadequate representation requires quantifiable
data, and assessment should generally relate to the relevant cadre, rather than relying merely on
broad overall representation across an entire service.

Major Issues Associated with De-reservation

¢ Dilution of representation: Frequent conversion of SC/ST/OBC vacancies into general
vacancies can undermine the objective of achieving adequate representation.

e Backlog versus de-reservation: Where a reserved vacancy cannot immediately be filled, an
important policy question is whether it should be carried forward as a backlog vacancy rather
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than converted into an unreserved post.

e Promotion bottleneck: Representation at entry level does not necessarily translate into adequate

representation in senior decision-making positions. Therefore, de-reservation of promotion
vacancies can have a disproportionate impact on representation at higher levels.

¢ Administrative efficiency argument: Departments may argue that strategically important posts

cannot remain vacant indefinitely. This is why exceptional de-reservation mechanisms exist.
e Possibility of misuse: If “public interest” or non-availability is interpreted too loosely, an
exceptional provision could effectively become a routine route around reservation policy.

¢ Institutional oversight: Consultation with bodies such as the NCSC provides an institutional
safeguard because the Commission has the constitutional responsibility of monitoring safeguards

available to Scheduled Castes.

RS passes Bills to change
name of Kerala, strengthen
co-operative corporation

(GS Il Polity ]

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Rajya Sabha on Wed-
nesday passed two more
Bills — the National Co-op-
erative Development Cor-
poration  (Amendment)
Bill, 2026, and the Kerala
(Alteration of Name) Bill,
2026. The House has so far
passed about 10 Bills, other
than some of the Money
Bills which were returned
to the Lok Sabha, during
the Monsoon Session.

In the reply to a debate
on the Kerala (Alteration of
Name) Bill, Minister of
State for Home Affairs Ni-
tyanand Rai said the Bill
was a step in continuation
of the Kerala Assembly’s
resolution in 2024 urging
the Union government to
change the name of the
State to Keralam.

The Minister main-
tained that the Union go-
vernment was committed
to removing all symbols of
slavery, names, signs, flags

.' / H

Nityanand Rai

of institutions, or statues of
great personalities that re-
peatedly wound the hearts
of Indians and establish all
things, signs, or works that
represent the pride of In-
dia’s heritage.

Mr. Rai also mentioned
a controversy in the State
over disciplinary action
against a teacher who pre-
pared a quiz questionnaire
where he described Hin-
dutva ideologue V.D. Savar-
kar as the freedom fighter
“who received the maxi-
mum punishment at the
hands of the British”. “If a
teacher is dismissed for
asking questions about

him, there can be nothing
worse than that, and it is
an insult to our freedom
fighters,” Mr. Rai said.

During the debate, Op-
position MPs questioned
the absence of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
who was supposed to pilot
both the Bills. “I welcome
that Bill. At the same time,
we ask together, where is
the Home Minister?” asked
Congress member Jebi
Mather. Leader of the
House ].P. Nadda ques-
tioned this and asked the
Chair to expunge her
remarks.

The NCDC Bill will broa-
den the mandate of the Na-
tional Cooperative Deve-
lopment Corporation to
give loans and grants di-
rectly to cooperative socie-
ties. Minister of State for
Cooperation  Murlidhar
Mohol said the Bill did not
have any provision for ad-
ditional budgetary finan-
cial assistance by the
government.

13A8. RS passes Bills to
change name of Kerala,
strengthen co-operative
corporation

TSTTHT A FIA HT ATH Jga 3R
HEHN fATH FY AT FIA aTel
s aia e

e The Rajya Sabha on Wednesday
passed two more Bills — the National
Co-operative Development
Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2026,
and the Kerala (Alteration of Name)
Bill, 2026.

IASTHHAT & JUAR HT & R ST —

National Co-operative Development
Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2026

3K Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill,
2026—9TRd fu|

e Inthe reply to a debate on the
Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill, Minister
of State for Home Affairs Nityanand Rai
said the Bill was a step in continuation of
the Kerala Assembly’s resolution in 2024
urging the Union government to change
the name of the State to Keralam.

Kerala (Alteration of Name) Bill ‘5R'§'§

6 & SIaTd # I[¢ Usg &N fAcAreie I = e foh T fa8ge 2024 & et fqermerarst gar
qiRd 38 91 T [T 7 Ueh e H &, ToTH o TPR T TS & ATH deolh I

(Keralam) et &7 31Targ foham = 2|

e The NCDC Bill will broaden the mandate of the National Cooperative Development
Corporation to give loans and grants directly to cooperative societies.

NCDC R8s T Hgarr) faenrd [erd & 31T &1 & faear e, arfes ag aear
wfafaat w @ For 3k e & @)

e Minister of State for Cooperation Murlidhar Mohol said the Bill did not have any provision for
additional budgetary financial assistance by the government.
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Supreme Court clarifies scope
of police custody under BNSS

Court held that Section 187(2) of BNSS enlarges the window during which police custody may be sought

completed within 24 hours, and there are
grounds for believing that the accusation
is well founded, the magistrate may
authorise the detention of the accused for
a period not exceeding 15 days in the
whole, or in parts, at any time during the
initial 40 days or 60 days out of the
detention period of 60 days or 90 days.
Section 187(3) provides that the
i may authorise the (judicial)

R.K. Vij

‘The story so far:

he Supreme Court recently
held in The State of Andhra
Pradesh vs Suda Suresh Veera

Venkata Naga Raju that Section
187(2) of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita (BNSS), enlarges the window
during which police custody may be
sought by the investigating agency. Such
custody, under the BNSS is now available
in parts, though in aggregate not
exceeding 15 days during the first 40 or
60 days of the total permissible period of
detention, rather than being confined to
the first 15 days of remand alone.

Case under consideration by the SC
In a case of custodial death in which the
«dead body of the deceased-victim
remained untraced, the original hard
disks of the CCTV system were yet to be

discovered, and discoveries under the
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) were
imminent, the judicial magistrate granted
eight days of police custody, and allowed
the accused to nominate two advocates of
his choice to be present during custody.
Out of the two advocates, one was
allowed to be present at any given point
of time during investigation. The order
stated that ‘under no circumstances shall
the period of police custody granted
under this order be extended'.

While on appeal, the Andhra Pradesh
High Court modified some conditions
pertaining to the period of police custody
and presence of an advocate throughout
the probe. The State therefore challenged
the above conditions in the Supreme
Court on the premise that these directly
impinged upon the rights of the
investigating officer to conduct
unhindered investigation.

The Supreme Court held that the

apprehensions expressed by the
investigating agency were justified and
the statutory scheme under the BNSS
which enlarges the window of police
custody, must also be borne in mind. A
magistrate or a court cannot place an
absolute and non-extendable outer limit
on custody, since such a limit forecloses
recourse to Section 187(2) of the BNSS.

The Court therefore permitted 7 days
of (additional) police custody so that the
total period of police remand would not
exceed 15 days.

Current law on police remand
Section 58 of the BNSS provides that any
person arrested by the police without
warrant cannot be detained for more than
24 hours, unless authorised by a
magistrate under Section 187.

Section 187(2) of the BNSS provides that
in case it appears to the investigating
officer that the probe cannot be

detention of an accused person beyond
the period of 15 days, if he is satisfied that
adequate grounds exist for doing so, for a
period exceeding - (i) 90 days, where the
investigation relates to an offence
punishable with death, imprisonment for
life or imprisonment for a term of 10
years or more; (i) 60 days, where the
investigation relates to any other offence.
Thus, in case the probe is not completed
within the above stipulated time period,
the accused person may be released,
which is widely known as default bail.
The Supreme Court in the Suda Suresh
case held that this legislative change was
intended to meet situations where fresh
facts, discoveries or leads may emerge
during the course of investigation.
Therefore, the window of police remand
was enlarged beyond the initial 15 days,
up to 40 days or 60 days of investigation.
Previously, Section 167 of the CrPC
provided that the detention of an accused
in police custody could not be granted
beyond the initial 15 days in the whole.

However, during this first period of 15
days the magistrate could alter the nature
of the custody from judicial custody to
police custody and vice versa.

On the presence of an advocate
Section 38 of the BNSS provides that
‘when any person is arrested and
interrogated by the police, he shall be
entitled to meet an advocate of his choice
during interrogation, though not
throughout interrogation’.

The top court held that a plain reading
of the provision makes it clear that it does
not contemplate the continuous, ongoing
physical presence of an advocate for the
entirety of each interrogation session.
The Court held that an unqualified
entitlement to continuous presence,
would travel beyond what Section 38
BNSS itself contemplates. The Court
therefore modified the condition imposed
by the High Court, and held that such a
lawyer shall only be allowed to remain
present within the site of interrogation
where he can see the
respondent-accused.

The Court also held that instead of
uninterrupted videography of the transit
of the accused between locations, the
audio-visual recording of the actual
interrogation, and of any proceedings of
discovery or recovery undertaken with
the accused, will satisfy the requirement.
(RK. Vij is a former IPS officer.)

13A8. Supreme Court clarifies scope of police custody under BNSS

Hafed =T A BNSS & ded 3o RUad & gy i ¥use fhar

e The Supreme Court recently held in The State of Andhra Pradesh vs Suda Suresh Veera

Venkata Naga Raju that Section 187(2) of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita

(BNSS) enlarges the window during which police custody may be sought by the investigating

agency.

Hafed =TI o 8Tl &Y 7 The State of Andhra Pradesh vs Suda Suresh Veera Venkata

Naga Raju H#He & HlT foh SR AR geam wfear (BNSS) 1 &Ry 187(2) 3 1afer &t
TaEaR aXelt &, Torereh SRTeT Sirer Tl SaRT YTord TRRrae sht #H19T &h ST Hehell B

e Such custody, under the BNSS, is now available in parts, though in aggregate not exceeding

15 days during the first 40 or 60 days of the total permissible period of detention, rather
than being confined to the first 15 days of remand alone.

BNSS o gl VT Rt 31e8 31e19T-37efeT Jraierat 7 &1 ST ehell 8, Tellfoh SHeT ol Jrafer
To%eer foh T SiTet T 317 3ra e o ager 40 T 60 fat & gRter Fer 15 feat & arfarer ardt et
Hehdll, 1 o sharel ReATs o QeaiTelr 15 feait caeh WfdreT g

Case under consideration by the SC

Hafed ATy F AR AT

e |n acase of custodial death in which the dead body of the deceased-victim remained
untraced, the original hard disks of the CCTV system were yet to be discovered, and
discoveries under the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) were imminent, the judicial
magistrate granted eight days of police custody, and allowed the accused to nominate two
advocates of his choice to be present during custody.

fereret & 77cq & v A, T -3 7 2ra 3180 eh SHE AL T 2T, CCTV
wﬁr@rngaéﬁwamﬁwaﬁgézﬁmmmwm(ssw%m

SHC T gt hT FHTaT off, e AfSree o 31Ta et o gfor fearad weme @1 31 3T
1 fRIrad & 2Tt 3URPd Tt & folT 319eft o & e HTAaFdI3i ot AIfAT Fa) Y AT &
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Out of the two advocates, one was allowed to be present at any given point of time during
investigation.

et AT & & vah Y Sitar & R el o worr 3ufyd o 1 sgafar &y arg)

The order stated that ‘under no circumstances shall the period of police custody granted
under this order be extended'.

3rerer 3 gt I T Tohalt ot TRTEUTY 3 33 31meer & gt TeileT & 918 o o=t v 3rafer &t
SGTAT 78T SITQa|’

While on appeal, the Andhra Pradesh High Court modified some conditions pertaining to
the period of police custody and presence of an advocate throughout the probe.

37T o SRTeT, 3T FaRr 354 +ATATe o Giord TeXrerel shr 3rafer 3R oy Sirer & gRe 3iferaerar
1 3R & Fferd o ereit 7 FeirereT foma|
The State therefore challenged the above conditions in the Supreme Court on the premise

that these directly impinged upon the rights of the investigating officer to conduct unhindered
investigation.

SATAT T o Fafed warrerd # SUerd 2Tl T 38 TR TR Gl &1 foh A Sifer iy o
TR ST A & PR F drer ganfag Har g

The Supreme Court held that the apprehensions expressed by the investigating agency were
justified and the statutory scheme under the BNSS, which enlarges the window of police
custody, must also be borne in mind.

afed A Te & AT o AT ToldY GaRT caard &l 315 3MMeihe 3fad dF 3k BNSS & dgd 39
arTieieh SHaET 1 o €T & TWT ST AT, ST Yore QAT i 3y oh G oht faEcR il
gl

A magistrate or a court cannot place an absolute and non-extendable outer limit on custody,
since such a limit forecloses recourse to Section 187(2) of the BNSS.

AforEee AT =arTery fEed 9X qut 3R IR-Fawar A sifas e iR 781 2 e,
Faifer O HAT BNSS &Y &RT 187(2) & dgd 3Teied 39T I TERT oot hl THTTSAT I THTC
Y I

The Court therefore permitted 7 days of (additional) police custody so that the total period of
police remand would not exceed 15 days.

safaT FamaTery A 7 feat it sfaRerd gferw e i gaAfa &, arfer giora Rars 6 e
39Sy 15 fEAT & 31fereh =1 &1

Current law on police remand

gferd RaATs W adATe FHrefst

Section 58 of the BNSS provides that any person arrested by the police without warrant
cannot be detained for more than 24 hours, unless authorised by a magistrate under Section
187.

BNSS &Y &R 58 FTaeITeT el & foh Iferd ganT foar are fIRwdR T 1w foneir oft sarfer bt
24 g ¥ 31T AT deh Gad H AT @M ST HehdT, ST deh Toh URT 187 & dgd AToIEee Ganl
SHT AT 7 & TS B

Section 187(2) of the BNSS provides that in case it appears to the investigating officer that
the probe cannot be completed within 24 hours, and there are grounds for believing that the
accusation is well founded, the magistrate may authorise the detention of the accused for a
period not exceeding 15 days in the whole, or in parts, at any time during the initial 40 days or
60 days out of the detention period of 60 days or 90 days.

BNSS &Y 4RT 187(2) TTatiTe Sl & o Ife Sira iy Ardar via glar & fF Sra 24 g &
SR Y TET T ST Hehell 3N TE AeTel oh IR His[e & T IR FuHAgsedn ST €, o
ATSEEE IR Y AT 1 et Ao 15 T & 31feren iy srafer & o, ar srerer-3rerr fewat
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#, 60 &=t am 90 &=t Fr frwefer srafer A & urfdie 40 Rt At 60 =t & St foraly off aar
37fRIehc T HhelT B

Section 187(3) provides that the magistrate may authorise the (judicial) detention of an
accused person beyond the period of 15 days, if he is satisfied that adequate grounds exist
for doing so, for a period exceeding — (i) 90 days, where the investigation relates to an
offence punishable with death, imprisonment for life or imprisonment for a term of 10 years or
more; (ii) 60 days, where the investigation relates to any other offence.

T 187(3) Ut el & T afe Afoeee dse & fon o atet & forw gafied 3mur Aisie 8, ar
g 15 et 1 3rafer & 3 3R safa i s=nfe fRraa &1 31fRgd a2 wahar g, oraeh
3raf—(i) 90 et & 31Tk g Fehell §, STel Sirdr O 37rer & Heiferd & S §eg-&3, Jshae
HRIEME AT 10 a§ I7 3EY 3710 1 319 & HREE & &89 §; (i) 60 et & 31 g Gl §,
STET i TRy 37 3TORTET ¥ TS B

Thus, in case the probe is not completed within the above stipulated time period, the accused
person may be released, which is widely known as default bail.

39 TR, AfE 3udad freifa sraftr 3 sfiaw Sita ol 781 g1 &, af TR safera &1 Rer s

T g, o0 s &9 & Bvlee AT (Default Bail) & & & ST SITdT 8

The Supreme Court in the Suda Suresh case held that this legislative change was intended
to meet situations where fresh facts, discoveries or leads may emerge during the course of
investigation.

Hafee ARTery = YT YU AT H el & Ig faemdl aRac= 37 uRieufaat & fuea &
38T  TohaT ITT AT, STE1 SITd & GRTeT 1T T2, SRIACIT AT TET HHA 3T Fehel & |

Therefore, the window of police remand was enlarged beyond the initial 15 days, up to 40
days or 60 days of investigation.

saforT gfer RaArs &1 3rafr & ey R 15 T & 31T seme SitT & 40 Rt ar 60 Rt
a& I fear )

Previously, Section 167 of the CrPC provided that the detention of an accused in police
custody could not be granted beyond the initial 15 days in the whole.

qd &, CrPC Y 4R 167 & FraeileT AT o 3R ht gfer fRIrae 7 IR 15 feait T ot 3rafer
T 313 AET TG STT Fehell T

However, during this first period of 15 days the magistrate could alter the nature of the
custody from judicial custody to police custody and vice versa.

glelifeh, 3eT YR 15 feail 1 3raf®r & et Aforeee Buad i wehia 1 7 fRvwa &
gfere e 3R sEd fawid s Fhar |

On the presence of an advocate

rfrgerar i sufeafa & gau

Section 38 of the BNSS provides that ‘when any person is arrested and interrogated by the
police, he shall be entitled to meet an advocate of his choice during interrogation, though not
throughout interrogation’.

BNSS T &R 38 WITEITeT &hlcil & foh ‘STel el safehet ot FIRTFAR foham STt & 31k gfore @
3E TBATS A STl B, A 3H ISaTS & NI 39 9He o Jiferaerdr & Aoy &1 3iftrer g,
glelife g q& TS & G eI

The top court held that a plain reading of the provision makes it clear that it does not

contemplate the continuous, ongoing physical presence of an advocate for the entirety of
each interrogation session.

N FATATIT & Fgl o 5T TN T AT T & Yoot W Ig TISE I & [ 5T I35
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oS 8 I 9U1 3@t & et srftiaerdr @1 flaw 3R e sitfae sufeufa i aiwedsr

N

qET IS B

The Court held that an unqualified entitlement to continuous presence, would travel beyond
what Section 38 BNSS itself contemplates.

AT o gl for AR 3ufeafa & srvfaefa rfsR T3 BNSS $ir 4Ry 38 & gRefeud

SYGEAT H 3TN TeAT ST

The Court therefore modified the condition imposed by the High Court, and held that such a
lawyer shall only be allowed to remain present within the site of interrogation where he can
see the respondent-accused.

AT AT & 3T ~IATeld GaRT o9TTg 315 A H FRiteret foham 3R &gt o 08 iftraerar &r
haol TBTS o TUTT U 58 FehR 3UTEUT TgeT T ITeTH 1T & STat, STgl & o Fherarar-3midy Y
T S|

The Court also held that instead of uninterrupted videography of the transit of the accused
between locations, the audio-visual recording of the actual interrogation, and of any
proceedings of discovery or recovery undertaken with the accused, will satisfy the
requirement.

R = g $1 gl Toh 3TRIAT hT Teh TUTeT A GER TUTT O of STt T fovaiTer Afeaiamhr &
oI, A aeh qoTs 1 i fEAY-fasparer ReifEer qum 31RIdY & |1y v S arelr fohelt ot @er
T qUHGHT T FRAATE b1 RIS SH ITaTRIhlT &l G AT

GS Paper 11: Governance 13 August 2026
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13A8 | Troubling Bill

IEGIEGERELECD

13A8 | Atimely reset for the Food Security Act

wreg guan Ffafags & Qv awaege gt

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page19



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

3 r

Troubling bill

The FCRA amendments need

redrafting in the JPC

he BJP-led government’s relentless zeal in
over-regulating civil society organisations
is on display again in the Foreign Contri-
bution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026,
which it had sought to push through Parliament.
After strong protests, it has now been referred to
a Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC). In 2020,
the government got amendments to the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act, or FCRA, passed
that barred a registered body from passing funds
to another, even one registered under the same
Act, and cut the share of foreign funds that could
be spent on administration from half to a fifth,
among other restrictions. It now proposes to go
further still by taking over the assets that the mo-
ney built, even on the mere lapse of a certificate.
Under the Bill, a donee organisation can lose its
registration not only when the government can-
cels it, but when renewal is refused, not applied
for, or not granted before the old certificate runs
out. As soon as this happens, the organisation’s
foreign funds and what was built with them will
pass to a government-designated authority auto-
matically. The property returns only if the organ-
isation re-registers within a period the govern-
ment has yet to specify, failing which it is lost for
good. According to the Bill, a building put up only
partly with foreign money will be taken over in
full. The organisation must then apply to get back
the share not paid for with foreign money. The
Bill does allow for an appeal to a district judge,
but only against what the authority does with the
property later. The refusal to renew cannot be
appealed against, and the organisation will not
be entitled to be heard before the refusal is made.
In essence, because the authority acts on the
Centre’s instructions, the Centre can use opaque
reasons to withdraw a licence, take over the pro-
perty, and then direct the body now holding it.
It is not surprising that minority religious insti-
tutions have been the most alarmed. This is true
of Christian organisations, which run thousands
of schools, colleges and hospitals built and sus-
tained with money from churches and congrega-
tions abroad. Hundreds marched in Aizawl, Miz-
oram, under a newly formed council of churches;
organisations in Kerala have objected to the Bill;
Nagaland’s Chief Minister wrote to the Home Mi-
nister seeking a parliamentary review; and the
Tamil Nadu Assembly has also unanimously re-
solved that the Centre should withdraw the Bill.
The Home Minister has assured church leaders
that the Bill will not apply retrospectively, but the
text of his own Bill says otherwise. A hospital
built decades ago can still be taken over today be-
cause a certificate has been allowed to lapse. The
JPC, to which the Bill has been sent, should re-
draft it to provide organisations with an oppor-
tunity to be heard before renewal is refused, as
well as a right to appeal against such a refusal,
among other changes that would make the regu-
lation fair and transparent.

13A8. Troubling Bill
IEGISGERCLEED

e The BJP-led government’s relentless zeal in over-
regulating civil society organisations is on display again in the
Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Amendment Bill, 2026, which
it had sought to push through Parliament.

AR AT TITSHAT ol It AT wa & fow sear &
Aqea aTell FIHR FT faaT 301 T aR O fagelt srererer
(Rferasen) g R9wF, 2026 F @S 2ary, GA g G &
TR et ST TITH T &7 AT

e After strong protests, it has now been referred to a Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC).

R ey & 9T, 319 39 WgFd qwary |fAfe (JPC) & & feam arar
gl

e In 2020, the government got amendments to the Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act, or FCRA, passed that barred a
registered body from passing funds to another, even one registered
under the same Act, and cut the share of foreign funds that could
be spent on administration from half to a fifth, among other
restrictions.

2020 H WPR o fagel sreeme (RfaTse) sfafaas, ar FCrRA # 0
TR 9T T, FoteTeh g fonell Tofthd HET &l fondlt 313
TEAT T o] AR St @ e T a1, st & q@dy Feur 36
HTRATATH & o Golehel 81, 3N JATHA I @ T ST7 Feho T
el & & R Y 31Te ¥ T Ush-greal Y &7 1T, 3H%
37erar 3 s gfaee ofeTT aTv |

e It now proposes to go further still by taking over the assets
that the money built, even on the mere lapse of a certificate.

319 Ig UEATAd R T T@T & T Shael WATOTT $ 3rafer AT 8t
I W o 39 aa & AT aREufaat i 3me 3refer o for s

e Under the Bill, a donee organisation can lose its
registration not only when the government cancels it, but when
renewal is refused, not applied for, or not granted before the old
certificate runs out.

T & Tad, Rl TTCdehall HEUT T TSI dhaet o & TATIT
TR g1 STd TR 38 GG Y, dfod ad 8 HATCT gl HhdT ¢ e
FAATATRIOT H SoIhR Y (G AT ST, 3oh ToIT 3TAGsT of TohdT ST, T
QRTet JATOTIT T 37T FHATC ot & Tgrel eAcl ot ohR 0T JeTed o feha

olq |

e As soon as this happens, the organisation’s foreign funds
and what was built with them will pass to a government-designated
authority automatically.

T B & AT & fagel uer R 3Ew AfFET dufrar Faq: RER garT ATfAT Frfereor &

EEATAR &Y STaafy|

e The property returns only if the organisation re-registers within a period the government has
yet to specify, failing which it is lost for good.
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Uy T8t o R ST HEAT SRR eaRT 378 A eTRe Y STt arelr 3rafer & sfiae ger:
TSHTETOT ST of; T of &del O a8 TARN 9 8 36 81 W ol STeatT|

According to the Bill, a building put up only partly with foreign money will be taken over in full.

fadrareh & 31T, AT TRl $1eT b AT chofel 311 §7 & gt er A gam e, Ao @R
T T 3797 31efieT of Toram Sruer|

The organisation must then apply to get back the share not paid for with foreign money.
38 S1e HEUT T 3 A T TaH GTed et & [T et et gam, forereht sgarcireT faeeh
s O eI fohar I |

The Bill does allow for an appeal to a district judge, but only against what the authority does
with the property later.

fadaer 7 forar =aramefier & @#et 3rdie 1 ITaeTe g, dAfdhed dhadl 38 919 & fasey fa wifRreor
STe; & TURT & A FAT FIAT S|

The refusal to renew cannot be appealed against, and the organisation will not be entitled to
be heard before the refusal is made.

ARNAHIOT H SARR & faeey 3dTeT 7T 1 ST Fohdll AR SRR ThT Mol § Tgel TEAT I 3=
98T @ T HTAHR 3 FA8T g1

In essence, because the authority acts on the Centre’s instructions, the Centre can use
opaque reasons to withdraw a licence, take over the property, and then direct the body now
holding it.

Held:, FTTeh TTTITOT he; oh FAGRIT IR 1 T 8, SATAIT ahe; JETSE FROM T 3TTTT Fleh
TASH AT of FhdT &, HITT T 3791 37efieT o HevelT & 3R AT 39 TEAT HF AT S ThaT & AT
319 39 G Y 319 I @ B

It is not surprising that minority religious institutions have been the most alarmed.
Wmmaﬁ%%mmwmmﬁﬁagvﬁl

This is true of Christian organisations, which run thousands of schools, colleges and hospitals
built and sustained with money from churches and congregations abroad.

Ig Sl $HTE WISaAT oh HesT 7 [T &9 & Ty &, it faeeit 7 ey =i 3R enfdies goert &
wred ere & TATAT 3N Fenferd TRl Fapell, iolsil 3 3rEddTell ST HaTeled Hid g

Hundreds marched in Aizawl, Mizoram, under a newly formed council of churches;
organisations in Kerala have objected to the Bill; Nagaland’s Chief Minister wrote to the Home

Minister seeking a parliamentary review; and the Tamil Nadu Assembly has also unanimously
resolved that the Centre should withdraw the Bill.

gt ASRH A Faerfod o< aiwe & dqea 7 st et F A 3, ver & Heraat o
WWWW;W#W#WW@#@TW@?@@@W
forar; 3tk afraarg s o off adwwafa & vedra oikd faar i & i fadge arog o=
EuRy

The Home Minister has assured church leaders that the Bill will not apply retrospectively, but
the text of his own Bill says otherwise.

36 HAY o T & A3 Y IRATEA T & T Tadgen qaeard w0 & ey A @Yo, AfeheT 3ok
379 T3 &7 UT6 58 fAudid 91 Fgdr &

A hospital built decades ago can still be taken over today because a certificate has been
allowed to lapse.

ZRT Ugel IATT ITT fohdY 31E9dTer i 3 31T hael safelv 319 31fieT foraT ST HehaT & FiTR
3T YHATOTYS &Y 3T FATS &1 715 B

The JPC, to which the Bill has been sent, should redraft it to provide organisations with an
opportunity to be heard before renewal is refused, as well as a right to appeal against such a
refusal, among other changes that would make the regulation fair and transparent.

S8 JPC T Ig Tatareh AT a7 §, 38 S8 S8 YehR YoT: TR AT UIT fob Aeflatiehior &
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SAPR Fol T Tgel HITSeA! I YT T84T I@A & HTER Aol 3R WA SAFR & faseyr rdier &t
PR oY &, T &) WA 3177 aRac forw S oY fafarasrst 1 fasqat 31kt ureeff sav|

A timely reset for the Food Security Act

ndia’s food security debate has entered a

new phase. Estimates based on India’s

latest household consumption survey

suggest that the share of households
unable to afford the ICMR-National Institute of
Nutrition (NIN) recommended diet fell from
about 52% in 2011-12 to about 25% in 2023-24,
affecting 25% of rural and 21% of urban
households. This is substantial progress, but
crores of households still cannot afford an
adequate healthy diet. Poverty, hunger and
inability to afford a healthy diet overlap; a
modern food-security policy must recognise that
they are not identical.

The draft National Food Security (Amendment)
Bill, 2026 links Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY)
entitlements to household size. The policy
challenge is to correct inequity without reducing
existing foodgrain access, while creating a
pathway towards nutrition security.

Designing a fairer entitlement

Priority Households receive 5 kg of foodgrains
per person per month, while AAY households
receive a flat 35 kg per household. The latter
protects smaller and highly vulnerable families
but provides progressively less per person as
household size grows: a seven-member
household receives 5 kg per person and an
eight-member household about 4.4 kg, below the
Priority Household entitlement. The draft
proposes 7 kg per person, capped at 35 kg. This
would reduce support for households with one to
four members by 20% to 80%, leave those with
five or more unchanged, and provide no AAY
household with additional foodgrain.

‘Tamil Nadu illustrates the potential impact.
The State government reports that 15.75 lakh of its
18.64 lakh AAY households (84.5%) have fewer
than five members. It estimates that the proposal
would reduce the monthly AAY allocation from
65,261 tonnes to 42,040 tonnes, a fall of about
35.6%. Although specific to Tamil Nadu, these
projections show why household composition
and vulnerability must be considered: a smaller
household may include an older person living
alone, a widow or a person with disability.

As the proposal is taken forward, the existing
35 kg entitlement should be preserved through an
explicit no-loss safeguard. Because retaining 35
kg as both the minimum and maximum would
leave the per-person formula with no practical
effect, support beyond 35 kg for larger or highly
dependent households should be examined as a
separate policy question using
household-consumption evidence, nutritional
requirements and transparent fiscal costing.

Entitlement reform must also address
coverage. Although the NFSA allows coverage of
up to 75% of the rural and 50% of the urban
population, its 81.35-crore beneficiary ceiling
remains based on Census 2011; about 80 crore
people receive free foodgrains. Against the
estimated population of 146.4 crore in 2025, this
ceiling covers only 55.6%. It should be
recalculated when the Census 2027 figures
become available. Meanwhile, updated
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population estimates and deprivation criteria
could support a transparent review, with
accessible inclusion and appeal mechanisms.

Protecting grain while diversifying diets
Protecting the grain entitlement does not mean
preserving a cereal-only understanding of food
security. NFHS-6 (2023-24) found that stunting
among children under five fell from 35.5% to
29.3%, but wasting and underweight barely
changed, from 19.3% to 19.0% and 32.1% to 31.8%,
respectively. Only about 15% of children (six-23
months) receive a minimally adequate diet.
Meanwhile, the ICMR-India Diabetes (INDIAB)
study estimated that 101 million Indians had
diabetes and 136 million had prediabetes in 2021.
These figures reflect India’s double burden of
malnutrition. Maternal undernutrition and low
birth weight are associated with greater risk of
non-communicable diseases (NCDs) later in life,
while present-day diet and other behavioural
factors add further risk.

Foodgrain entitlement should not itself be
equated with diabetes risk. The concern is that a
predominantly cereal-based food basket, when
combined with diets already high in
carbohydrates and low in protein-rich foods, may
reinforce dietary imbalance. The solution is not
to reduce essential cereal entitlements, but to
finance dietary diversification alongside.

The dietary evidence favours balance over
simply increasing or substituting cereals. A 2025
ICMR-INDIAB study of 18,090 adults found
carbohydrates supplied 62.3% of daily energy
nationally and protein 12%. Adults with the
highest carbohydrate intake had 30% higher odds
of newly diagnosed type 2 diabetes than those
with the lowest intake. Replacing refined cereals
with whole-wheat or millet flour was not linked to
lower risk when the carbohydrate share
remained high. Modelling suggested greater
benefit from replacing some carbohydrate
calories with protein-rich foods.

These observational and modelled findings
cannot establish that changing the Public
Distribution System (PDS) basket will prevent
diabetes, but caution against treating more grain
or millets alone as a complete nutrition policy.
The ICMR-NIN’s 2024 guidelines recommend that
cereals and millets provide at most 45% of energy,
with greater contributions from pulses, beans,
milk, nuts, vegetables, fruits and other protein
sources.

The PDS cannot supply the entire healthy
plate; it can best provide affordable, shelf-stable
foods. States should be supported to offer pulses,
local rice, wheat and millet choices and, where
feasible, healthy edible oils. Local production and
consumption should guide supply chains and
effective Minimum Support Price (MSP)
procurement for pulse, millet and oilseed
growers. Sustained public investment should link
food, nutrition and health systems through
complementary programmes: the PDS,
Anganwadi services for young children and
pregnant or lactating women, and Pradhan
Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman (PM POSHAN) for

Security Act

¢ India’s food security debate has entered a new phase.
HRT A WG YI&T T T6H Teh oIT TOT H AT T S |
o Estimates based on India’s latest household consumption survey suggest that the share of

schoolchildren. These programmes could provide
eggs, milk or suitable alternatives where locally
acceptable and feasible. Dietary diversification
must be separately budgeted, not financed by
reducing cereal entitlements. The 2026-27 Union
Budget allocates ¥2,27,629 crore to food subsidy,
underscoring the need for transparent costing.
Additions should be tested through phased State
pilots assessing actual consumption, dietary
diversity, anaemia and glycaemic risk, household
spending, wastage, exclusion and supply
feasibility. Pilot evidence can guide fiscally
sustainable expansion and help assess potential
longer-term health and fiscal benefits.

ing food access with nutrition support
The NFSA's strength lies in guaranteeing reliable,
dignified food access. India has built a formidable
delivery network. By the end of 2025, 5.50 lakh of
5.51lakh fair price shops used electronic
point-of-sale devices, while One Nation One
Ration Card covered nearly all NFSA
beneficiaries. These systems support portability
and monitoring but must include reliable offline
alternatives, assisted or doorstep access for
people with limited mobility, and a clear
guarantee that authentication failure will not lead
to denial of entitled foodgrains.

Fair price shops could support last-mile
nutrition information and referral. Simple
multilingual receipt, display, voice and mobile
messages could promote dietary diversity,
appropriate cereal portions, pulses, healthier
oils, and less salt and added sugar. Where
feasible, trained health workers could undertake
periodic outreach through India’s primary-health
infrastructure, linking willing adults to
government diabetes, hypertension and other
NCD services. By June 2026, India had over 1.86
lakh Ayushman Arogya Mandirs, while
government data recorded 41.3 crore diabetes
screenings. Fair price shop dealers should
facilitate information and referral, not diagnose
or counsel. Participation must be voluntary,
confidential and unrelated to ration eligibility or
authentication.

The amendment should therefore be situated
within a broader architecture for food and
nutrition security, anchored in three safeguards.
First, any per-person formula should preserve the
existing 35 kg monthly entitlement for every AAY
household through an explicit no-loss guarantee.
Second, the adequacy of the 35 kg ceiling should
be reviewed periodically for larger households
and those with high dependency or nutritional
needs, using consumption, nutritional and fiscal
evidence. Third, dietary diversification must be

it ly financed and prc ivel
implemented without reducing existing cereal
entitlements.

India’s next food security reform must protect
people from hunger while also addressing the
dietary drivers of diabetes and other NCDs. Its
success should be judged not only by the tons of
grain moved, but by whether vulnerable families
can eat enough, eat healthier and obtain their
entitlements with dignity.

households unable to afford the ICMR-National Institute of Nutrition (NIN) recommended
diet fell from about 52% in 2011-12 to about 25% in 2023-24, affecting 25% of rural and 21%
of urban households.

I & AelleTcTd BXe] SR FefaTor U’ 3TN HTATAT & Il Tefell & o ICMR-ISERT gror
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HEYTA (NIN) SERT ITATAT ITER T T gt el A IHAY IRART Y GEdery 2011-12 7
TSI 52% T TTHT 2023-24 F TITHIT 25% T 315, Faa 25% Imeior 3R 21% el aRar
EENECES

This is substantial progress, but crores of households still cannot afford an adequate healthy
diet.

Ig Ueh A quT WeTTal B, Afehet st aRar 373t 8T v vd ¥ 3MER 1 W dged 6] )
gahd |

Poverty, hunger and inability to afford a healthy diet overlap; a modern food-security policy
must recognise that they are not identical.

TR, 37T AR FIEY HER T T Tef Y 3 AV Toh-gFR & 31 €5 €, 3megfeich @rey
T A &1 Tg TR e =1fev % A warrer raerond «7gf ¢ |

The draft National Food Security (Amendment) Bill, 2026 links Antyodaya Anna Yojana
(AAY) entitlements to household size.

I ISERT WIeT Y&t (Weiterer) fardrar, 2026 3cded 3T AT (AAY) & ATl &1 aRar
& HHR F ST 8

The policy challenge is to correct inequity without reducing existing foodgrain access, while
creating a pathway towards nutrition security.

AT oftelr T & 6 FiSTeT W= g 1 7 T 9T 3reraateren 1 g¥ o sme, ary &
QIOT J&TT T e 7 AT TR R S|

Designing a fairer entitlement

ITF FAHITT 91T T freRor

Priority Households receive 5 kg of foodgrains per person per month, while AAY households
receive a flat 35 kg per household.

ST fAsar are 9RaR 1 ufa cafFa ufa A 5 fedianma @ fFadar g, sefd AAY aRart
1 9fd aRaR A fRaa &9 & 35 fheliana @iedr fAedr g

The latter protects smaller and highly vulnerable families but provides progressively less per
person as household size grows: a seven-member household receives 5 kg per person and
an eight-member household about 4.4 kg, below the Priority Household entitlement.

I1E aTel SITEAT B 3N 37 Fageaelter aRERT i @1 e &, AftheT S A-or ) IRar &1
TR T&dT &, I ATFT ITTe ATHT HHALM: A gldT ST & T & IRaR & gfa safaa
5 forelarTa 3R 316 Y& TRER Sl ST9T19T 4.4 forelana fAerar &, S wrafaedr arer aREry

&Y ITEAT & HA B

The draft proposes 7 kg per person, capped at 35 kg.

wEdra # ufd cafea 7 fraiama $r aAmr fFuifia st &1 geda g, foaedt siftewas @ 35
freitans graf|

This would reduce support for households with one to four members by 20% to 80%, leave
those with five or more unchanged, and provide no AAY household with additional foodgrain.

Y T ¥ IR Ge&d! arel IRaRT & folw H@RIar 7 20% & 80% d H#AT 37T, 9rg I1 387
3178 Tt arer IRART & fow 3T FIg aRadT AT gom 3R TRt 8ff AAY aRar i 3faRkea
G ATeol ol AT |

Tamil Nadu illustrates the potential impact.

affrerTg eI T &1 TS AT B

The State government reports that 15.75 lakh of its 18.64 lakh AAY households (84.5%) have
fewer than five members.
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U TR & AR, 3Hh 18.64 oG AAY TRaRT H § 15.75 a1 (84.5%) TRERT & qrer &
FHWGET 5|

It estimates that the proposal would reduce the monthly AAY allocation from 65,261 tonnes to
42,040 tonnes, a fall of about 35.6%.

3T 3THT & foh 58 TEciTa @ AT AAY JTdee 65,261 T @ T 42,040 & gl ST,
37T SITHIT 35.6% T HAT AT

Although specific to Tamil Nadu, these projections show why household composition and
vulnerability must be considered: a smaller household may include an older person living
alone, a widow or a person with disability.

eIt & 31T dfferrg-fafiee €, fh off & gy & o aRar &t dae 3k wdgemiterar o
IR &t feham STTT =R T BIC IRER # 3ehel T6a1 dTell JET ehierd, TaerdT AT fgearT saferd a1
T

As the proposal is taken forward, the existing 35 kg entitlement should be preserved through
an explicit no-loss safeguard.

S-S S TEATT Y AT TEIAT T, FISTET 35 Rrcliermst Y ATt i TIST HIE THAT 78T
TR&TT AT & ATETH & TRIET fham STrefr v

Because retaining 35 kg as both the minimum and maximum would leave the per-person
formula with no practical effect, support beyond 35 kg for larger or highly dependent
households should be examined as a separate policy question using household-consumption
evidence, nutritional requirements and transparent fiscal costing.

FiTeh 35 fahellanma sl =geTcia 3N JTTerehc# aleil 1A o §q & TATC WA § Ui g fehed G T
PIS TGS THIT AT 1§ ST, ST §3 AT e AT IRaRT & forw 35 fheama &
31fere HgraT @1 ave 3wsir Hath wned, divor Hael sraeaswansit R areel e dera
freiRoT 3 3MUR 9% U 3rerer AIfderd 92 & T H q@T e gl

Entitlement reform must also address coverage.

AT A R & TTY-HY FHaks & Feg 1 $ FATUTA har S =ifge|

Although the NFSA allows coverage of up to 75% of the rural and 50% of the urban
population, its 81.35-crore beneficiary ceiling remains based on Census 2011; about 80 crore
people receive free foodgrains.

AT NFSA FITHI0T JTTET & 75% 31 268 JATETET 3 50% ofoh o shark el ehi 3eTA T ST 8,
WfereT sgHT 81.35 FHUS AT Sy FaAT 3138 o 2011 Y FAINOAT 9T TR §; T 80
RIS oAl T fo¥:3oeh WiehTeol AT 8|

Against the estimated population of 146.4 crore in 2025, this ceiling covers only 55.6%.

2025 # 3TTATIIT 146.4 FUF HY HTETEY 1 ToIT 7 TE WAT Shael 55.6% TS T Hal Hl ¢
It should be recalculated when the Census 2027 figures become available.

SIS STAITOTAT 2027 & 3HTehs 3T gl, dd 58 G0N foham Siretr @i |

Meanwhile, updated population estimates and deprivation criteria could support a transparent
review, with accessible inclusion and appeal mechanisms.

S &1, 3T SAHEIT AT 3R el Fath ATTEsT & IR R areelt Faher & 5
Fehclt &, Foreet gort gamdert 3R rder d 3oy 8|

Protecting grain while diversifying diets
WeATewT Y YI&T F AT IR A fafrerar aran

Protecting the grain entitlement does not mean preserving a cereal-only understanding of
food security.

Qe GTeal hT AT & TTEIT et T 37 WIEH &I $T Fael HeAToT-isrel FTUROM FHl TATT
TGAT AeT g
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NFHS-6 (2023-24) found that stunting among children under five fell from 35.5% to 29.3%,
but wasting and underweight barely changed, from 19.3% to 19.0% and 32.1% to 31.8%,
respectively.

NFHS-6 (2023-24) # 91T 71T foh dfer a¥ & ot 3 & sreal A dle19eT (stunting) 35.5% &
TEHT 29.3% B 91T, olfehat gaaTdeT (wasting) 3R F it (underweight) & o711 HIg
T ST 3T, 3 ShART: 19.3% A 19.0% 3R 32.1% & 31.8% §UI

Only about 15% of children (six-23 months) receive a minimally adequate diet.

halol SIS 15% T (BF U 23 HElel hl 371Y) wqeTd qATed HTER e Hd &

Meanwhile, the ICMR-India Diabetes (INDIAB) study estimated that 101 million Indians had
diabetes and 136 million had prediabetes in 2021.

39 &1, ICMR-India Diabetes (INDIAB) 3T a1 3fofAlel 11T foh 2021 # 10.1 I3
HRCT &l HEAE 3R 13.6 A3 9RCAAT 1 N-srafadier |

These figures reflect India’s double burden of malnutrition.

¥ 3T R 3 FITYoT F X ST A g2 &

Maternal undernutrition and low birth weight are associated with greater risk of non-
communicable diseases (NCDs) later in life, while present-day diet and other behavioural

factors add further risk.

A FUINT HR o STeH-dofal HT STdeT & e o =M 3 A-Farr At (NCDs) & 3ifereh Siifas
J TEY §, STEP IdA ER 31 3T cTagRITd SR IfaRed S ded |

Foodgrain entitlement should not itself be equated with diabetes risk.

TIeGle= T T T TGF AYAE F SGH & SRS 7Ag1 Al STl T

The concern is that a predominantly cereal-based food basket, when combined with diets
already high in carbohydrates and low in protein-rich foods, may reinforce dietary imbalance.

icT I8 & 7o Fea: Irerr-3raia @ed dl, 59 9gel A € Frefgrsse ¥ sy 3R 91da-
HHCY e Yerdi 3 i 3TeR & Y F3cll §, ot ITER Hath 3riere 1 3R Fer Aehchl &1

The solution is not to reduce essential cereal entitlements, but to finance dietary
diversification alongside.

HHATITST 3TGTS 3TATST Sl TAAT I Hel AT T61 &, SToh SHh ATY-ATT IER AfFefiwor &
fore faaavor = B

The dietary evidence favours balance over simply increasing or substituting cereals.

IER Hael HE Shalol 3TeTToT shT AT TGTel AT Ueh IHeATol & FATeT T GER 37Tl T TG T 3&T
HfAd AER I FrAfHBATS 8|

A 2025 ICMR-INDIAB study of 18,090 adults found carbohydrates supplied 62.3% of daily
energy nationally and protein 12%.

18,090 gIFehi X fohU 31T 2025 & ICMR-INDIAB &3« H 91T 37T foh TSI TR )

HIETBISIC &aieh Fail T 62.3% 3R TENT 12% TeTeT ST AT|

Adults with the highest carbohydrate intake had 30% higher odds of newly diagnosed type 2
diabetes than those with the lowest intake.

e 31TeIeh HISTETSIT T AleT el dTel TAThT H T THH ded el dlell hl Joiel H AT fAgreT
T aTT TFT-2 AT T THIGAT 30% 38 AT

Replacing refined cereals with whole-wheat or millet flour was not linked to lower risk when
the carbohydrate share remained high.

ST hTeifETSEe T REHERT 31T Fall T, T TR ATt T A I AT TR & e A
TColell A SITEH & HIGH AT aTT 13|

Modelling suggested greater benefit from replacing some carbohydrate calories with protein-
rich foods.

Aol & Fahet fAeT & Fo Fraflgrsse Feidr H NAT-woey Ty vart & agos X Hfes
T B ThAT & |
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These observational and modelled findings cannot establish that changing the Public
Distribution System (PDS) basket will prevent diabetes, but caution against treating more
grain or millets alone as a complete nutrition policy.

Y 3geiihellcA 3R ATS-3TTRd fasey I8 Tanfid A81 X Thd o ArdeTieied fadIor Jorrelt
(PDS) #Y WIeF XF{ 7 deolld el F AYAE T AhAUTH g1, olfchat I sharel 3T 37eArot T HIC
37eTST Y qot o7 Y AT & afey Araenes e §

The ICMR-NIN’s 2024 guidelines recommend that cereals and millets provide at most 45%
of energy, with greater contributions from pulses, beans, milk, nuts, vegetables, fruits and
other protein sources.

ICMR-NIN & 2024 % feranferder 3re1eram d ¢ o 31reT 3R A1 3Hellsl Sl 1 Jiftehas 45%
el Y, STafeh alell, B, g, #aT, Afeora, well 3R 3t N Fiat & 31 Aerars yred
fRaT ST

The PDS cannot supply the entire healthy plate; it can best provide affordable, shelf-stable
foods.

PDS T8 TaEY $ISTeT Y ATelt STUCISE 6T T Hehll; Tg HEAT: Frwrae AR & 777 a%
AT T T Tt AT WG TSI 3T T Hehll ¢ |

States should be supported to offer pulses, local rice, wheat and millet choices and, where
feasible, healthy edible oils.

U2 Y 2Tell, TATAT 1T, Mg 3R AN Aot & faehed TUT STl To7d &Y, Faed @ied dell hr
TRl o FolT TER—IAT &7 SITelT a1iev|

Local production and consumption should guide supply chains and effective Minimum
Support Price (MSP) procurement for pulse, millet and oilseed growers.

TATAT Scureet 3R 3THYT 1 3Mqfel JEeAT qUT aTe, Al 3HeTrer 3N feTget 3cureahi & faw
THIE F e FHL Hed (MSP) Tlig &1 ARG &Hier a1fg vl

Sustained public investment should link food, nutrition and health systems through
complementary programmes: the PDS, Anganwadi services for young children and pregnant
or lactating women, and Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman (PM POSHAN) for
schoolchildren.

TR Ardsiforen T & ATCTH § e HRIHAT GaRT WG, 90T 3 Fareey yonfat & sivsr
ST TR PDS, B¢ I<al a7 AT AT TATITeT Hllet arell Afger3tt & foT arerarsr Aare
3R Tl sl & fow germersst vyt arfF faator (PM POSHAN)|

These programmes could provide eggs, milk or suitable alternatives where locally acceptable
and feasible.

ST HIAHAT & ACTH { ST61 TAT &9 & Tl 3R saagrd g, agi 373, qY 139G aFeq
3TeTeY HIT ST Tohd! & |

Dietary diversification must be separately budgeted, not financed by reducing cereal
entitlements.

3TeR fafrefieor & forT 3remT & sote AuTRa fovar Sier wnfgw, & 1o 31a1eT S 91T e Feh
ST TIAINGOT fohaT SiTeT TR

The 2026-27 Union Budget allocates %2,27,629 crore to food subsidy, underscoring the
need for transparent costing.

2026-27 & FHT el F @ieT Gfedst & foIv 2,27,629 F3 mdfed forv av §, St areef
et forefROT T TaeTehdT I I@ifhd FIAT B

Additions should be tested through phased State pilots assessing actual consumption, dietary
](cjei\algéii}i)t/&anaemia and glycaemic risk, household spending, wastage, exclusion and supply
AT IUTAT T TIETT TRUTECH Ted T IRIee IRAISAATHT & ATCIH § fomam Sirear
=1fe T, foraed areafaes 3ueier, 3mgR fafaerar, wfaar 3R sersaf@s siiaH, B <,

379egy, Sfgsetor AR 3Mgfcl it cqagridT &T 3Tehole fomar ST
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Pilot evidence can guide fiscally sustainable expansion and help assess potential longer-term
health and fiscal benefits.

grIele YRATSTAT3T & Yo A6 ATH NI 7 ¥ s fAear 1 Arfeeld & dod g 3R
GIeehTToleh THTTAT TATELY UG ISThINIT SITHT T HTeholel hiel H TEIIAT Y Tehel & |

Linking food access with nutrition support
TreT IET Y JINOT FEHIAT A gl

The NFSA's strength lies in guaranteeing reliable, dignified food access.
NFSA # e faeaaeia 3R sTReael @ g & e & # fafec &1
India has built a formidable delivery network.

AR o Toh Ggg faawor aeas o o or fhar g

By the end of 2025, 5.50 lakh of 5.51 lakh fair price shops used electronic point-of-sale
devices, while One Nation One Ration Card covered nearly all NFSA beneficiaries.

2025 % 37cT oTh 5.51 oI 30T Hod T gehlell H & 5.50 AT GFTal H Solereiieleh dige-3HTh-del
YO ST STANT 8T I&T AT, STafoh Gef LA TeT WA FIS 7 913797 T3 NFSA eIy st hax
Y foram &)

These systems support portability and monitoring but must include reliable offline alternatives,
assisted or doorstep access for people with limited mobility, and a clear guarantee that
authentication failure will not lead to denial of entitled foodgrains.

I gonferat MEfaferdT 3R AR & @ada &t €, aifsheT 3191 faeaa=ig iwerge fawe,
mﬁﬁwﬁamaﬁmﬁaﬁﬁva@w-wmmﬁﬁa, JUT I TISE IR MR gt
IRT o JATONERIOT Y fatherdr & UTT WIeHTed &t & SABR Aal [T AT

Fair price shops could support last-mile nutrition information and referral.

3R Hed T gehtet AR BR TF dioor Faeh STThrY 3R IHT STelets I 3 HrIcl 7
Tl

Simple multilingual receipt, display, voice and mobile messages could promote dietary
diversity, appropriate cereal portions, pulses, healthier oils, and less salt and added sugar.

Tl ST TEET, FedieT A, AT FeRlt 3R AlTse TRl & AeaA & IR At sk
3TATST ATAT, STal, 31T0& FaTY aal 94T F7 77 3R 3faRea et & a1 o) gear fegar s

Thargl

Where feasible, trained health workers could undertake periodic outreach through India’s
primary-health infrastructure, linking willing adults to government diabetes, hypertension and
other NCD services.

ST8T 979 &1, TR Tarezaedl IR & wfRe Ty o & AyH § IHI-HT 9 T96h
3T T ool & 3R STEh TUThT T THRT HYAT, ITd I T 377 NCD Fai3it &
S AFhd &

By June 2026, India had over 1.86 lakh Ayushman Arogya Mandirs, while government data
recorded 41.3 crore diabetes screenings.

ST 2026 T IR # 1.86 AT § HTF JTISHT JRTT AR &, STafeh THRY 3Hihst 7 41.3
g AL e aof A1 1 o

Fair price shop dealers should facilitate information and referral, not diagnose or counsel.
3T Ho T gehTail oh SToRT T SATTHRY IR BT T FALT Tt et =g, o foh fovemer ar
QR ST TR TN

Participation must be voluntary, confidential and unrelated to ration eligibility or
authentication.

sy Tdfa, M 3R IR qrar a1 gATfieRor F 3eey g arfgu|
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The amendment should therefore be situated within a broader architecture for food and
nutrition security, anchored in three safeguards.

gafaT Teitere 1 @ 3R AT &t & fov ven sardeh efd & #iiaT I ST =nfey, St ot
FRET 3UTAT IR 3R & |

First, any per-person formula should preserve the existing 35 kg monthly entitlement for every
AAY household through an explicit no-loss guarantee.

gl TRl T Uil ShTehcl G ohl TUSC ‘IS THATT gl RS & AETH F Fedeh AAY TRAR &
forw terer 35 freiame A1f&e Irar &1 TRfaTT e =1fgu|

Second, the adequacy of the 35 kg ceiling should be reviewed periodically for larger
households and those with high dependency or nutritional needs, using consumption,
nutritional and fiscal evidence.

IR, F3 IRART TUT 3o HIRAT AT 9T Fatl a3t arer TRart & forw 35 fRhelteme &
AT HT gATCTar T FAT-THT 9T ITHET, N0 3 TR 1t & 3R 9 FHET & STy
EUY

Third, dietary diversification must be separately financed and progressively implemented
without reducing existing cereal entitlements.

A, HISTET 31eATsT I3t &t e foht e 3mer fafefisor & forw srerer & famaivor fear
ST AT 3R 38 hideh & A o] fonar ST =g e

India’s next food security reform must protect people from hunger while also addressing the
dietary drivers of diabetes and other NCDs.

SR & 3HITel Wi GIaTl FER T ollI11 T 3@ W Tt 3 WY-ATY AYAT 3R 377 NCDs &
TR Tt FRON HT 3 TATT AT AR

Its success should be judged not only by the tons of grain moved, but by whether vulnerable
families can eat enough, eat healthier and obtain their entitlements with dignity.

SHFT BT FI 3TTholeT hddl [ddRd [ehT IV 37TST o Td  o1gT, dToh 59 YR U fhaT SATAT
IfeT o a1 aeeTeler aRER watea e, 3rftres Tavyr sitsrer it 3r9elt graansit & TR &
Y YTod FHT Tohel g

GS Paper Il: International Relations 13 August 2026
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Panel asks govt. if
it will push agenda
for de-dollarisation

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Members of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee
on External Affairs, head-
ed by senior Congress lead-
er Shashi Tharoor, on
Tuesday questioned the
government on whether it
plans to push a de-dollari-
sation agenda at the 18th
BRICS Summit to be held
in New Delhi in September.

The questions come
against the backdrop of the
Reserve Bank of India’s re-
peated advocacy for link-
ing the official digital cur-
rencies of BRICS countries
to facilitate cross-border
trade and tourism pay-
ments. The Central bank
has argued that such a fra-
mework could reduce re-
liance on the U.S. dollar
amid rising geopolitical
tensions.

Members of the commit-
tee questioned why the go-
vernment was not pursu-
ing greater “financial
sovereignty” that could
help countries bypass U.S.

INDIA 2028

-
L

India assumed the rctating-
chairship of BRICS on January 1
and will lead it till end of 2026.

sanctions, sources said.

India’s efforts to esta-
blish a similar local curren-
cy trade mechanism with
Russia had not taken off,
they said, and sought to
know whether India, as the
host nation, would push a
“BRICS-led de-dollarisa-
tion agenda”.

U.S. President Donald
Trump has repeatedly
warned BRICS countries
against creating an alterna-
tive currency or taking
steps that could challenge
the dollar’'s dominance,
threatening punitive tariffs
and other measures.

13A8. Panel asks govt. if it will push
agenda for de-dollarisation

YTer F TFR F Yo7 f 47 98 3feR-
faadieTor & SIS Y 3mer Fgreadt

e Members of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on External Affairs,
headed by senior Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor, on Tuesday questioned the
government on whether it plans to push a de-
dollarisation agenda at the 18th BRICS
Summit to be held in New Delhi in September.

gTSS HIAF 1T AT YIX HT TEJ&TAT aTelr
fader ATAaT gath gud Furh afafa & aeeat
T FITIAR I TIHR T TATA fohdT Toh FI7T I8
fAdeR & o1s feeell & 81 arer 184 BRICS i@y
AT A ST -FAALIHIOT (de-dollarisation) &
TS I 373 S T ANSTAT AT 8T &

e The questions come against the
backdrop of the Reserve Bank of India’s
repeated advocacy for linking the official digital
currencies of BRICS countries to facilitate
cross-border trade and tourism payments.

I gaTel 7R Rerd d& (RBI) gaRT BRICS &eif
T anferenrier f3foee Harsit &1 3maw 7 Sisa
hY S-SR T ST TET Tehleld T JeafH A 33T
1T §, ciife HAT-9R AR 3R adee sperare
GITH ST ST e |

e The Central bank has argued that such
a framework could reduce reliance on the U.S.
dollar amid rising geopolitical tensions.

FE 8 o T AT ¥ 1 To sl
aral & ST T ST AR TR W
frsiar &t 37 T T &1

o Members of the committee questioned why the government was not pursuing greater
“financial sovereignty” that could help countries bypass U.S. sanctions, sources said.

AT A T AR & Hewai 3 Farer fonan o aver 3iferen “fReher awsgar i feer # vara
FIT AT A QT 8, Forady it T AR ufaeet & s« 3 Fgraar f&e dodl 81

e India’s efforts to establish a similar local currency trade mechanism with Russia had not
taken off, they said, and sought to know whether India, as the host nation, would push a
“BRICS-led de-dollarisation agenda”.

3giel el foh & o A1Y ST TehR hT FYTART HET SATIR SAGEAT T el oh 8Tl o TarH

13T 8T §¢ 9TV § 3R T STeTeAT TTeT fob AT 8T, ATEeT o0 & &9 H, “BRICS-Adca arak

ST -FARAIFROT & TSAS” I 3Tl ST |
e U.S. President Donald Trump has repeatedly warned BRICS countries against creating an

alternative currency or taking steps that could challenge the dollar's dominance, threatening
punitive tariffs and other measures.

3R Tegafd Sates €0 A BRICS St T dehfoush FHel Sl AT 0 FheH 3o & [avet aR-
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Why Morocco’s youth are risking their lives to move to Spain

The African country’s youth unemployment rate is nearly three times its overall employment rate

| DATA POINT |

Nitika Francis

etween July 30 and 31, ap-
B proximately 72,000 peo-

ple from Morocco arrived
at Ceuta, Spain’s island territory
and one of the EU’s only land bor-
ders with Africa, in hopes of mak-
ing it to Spain. Pictures and videos
of the event flooded the Internet,
and within hours, 22 European
Union (EU) leaders signed a letter
to the European Commission, crit-
icising Spain and demanding an
emergency meeting of interior mi-
nisters, regarding migration.

Morocco’s government has re-
peatedly stated that a large majori-
ty of the people who swam for
hours and got to Ceuta, voluntarily
returned to Morocco. About
11,000 persons still remain on the
island, according to the city’s
mayor. More than 80 people lost
their lives in this incident.

While the reasons for this un-
precedented inflow of Moroccans
to Ceuta over two days remains
unclear, data shed light on the un-
derlying causes that could be driv-
ing the youth towards such risky
endeavours.

Moroceco’s economy has im-
proved and poverty has been on
the decline over the past few
years. However, this has not result-
ed in reduced unemployment,
specifically among its youth popu-
lation, who comprised a majority
of those who fled to Ceuta.

The African country’s unem-
ployment rate has only increased
in the quarters following the pan-
demic, and stood at 13% as of Q3 of
2025. Its youth unemployment
rate is nearly three times its overall
employment rate. About 37% of
Moroccans, or two in five persons
between the ages of 15 and 24 are
not employed. This is nearly 20
percentage points higher than it
was a decade ago. Further, about
24.5% of the youth were neither
pursuing education nor were em-
ployed (Chart 1A and 1B).

Data also show that higher edu-
cation is not necessarily rewarded
with better job prospects in Mo-
rocco. More than half of Morocco’s
youth who have reached higher le-
vels of education are unemployed,
with nearly 65% of young women
‘who have completed higher edu-
cation and about 54% of young
men at the same level left unem-
ployed (Table 1).

According to the information re-
leased by the Morocco’s Interior
Ministry, in 2024, the country
stopped almost 80,000 attempts
by people to reach the EU. In fact,
Moroccans made up about 20% of
Spain’s land and sea arrivals in
2026 so far, according to the UN
Human Rights Commission
(UNHCR). A majority of arrivals in-
to Spain came from Ceuta and the
Balearic Islands via the Western
Mediterranean route.

Post the Ceuta migration crisis,
Italy’s conservative Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni, imposed travel res-
trictions on travellers arriving
from Spain from August 1, to which
Spain responded with similar res-
trictions. These moves are symbol-
ic of a broader disagreement bet-
ween Ms. Meloni and Spain’s
left-leaning Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez on the issue of immigra-
tion. The letter signed by the EU
Commission argued that Madrid’s
migration policies had under-
mined the EU’s security.

However, UNHCR data show
that out of the 54,316 persons who
arrived in the EU by land or sea,
about 8% arrived in Ceuta, while
about 22% arrived in the Spanish
mainland. Italy made up about
30% of these arrivals, while Greece
made up 36%.

Chart 2 shows the people arriv-
ing via land and sea into Italy,
Spain, and Greece, as per their
country of nationality, as of June
2026. Most of the 2,589 persons
from Morocco who entered the EU
via land or sea, arrived in Spain.
The same data shows that 586 per-
sons are missing or have died
while on the Mediterranean and
West African Atlantic routes.

FI H el The data were sourced from the United Nations Human Rights Commission and
ee | n g Crl S IS the Haut Commissariat au Plan (HCP) of Morocco
Chart 1A: The year-wise rate of unemployment in Morocca Chart 1B: The share (in %) of youth who are neither emplayed
across various age groups nor are pursuing education in Morocce in 2025
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Chart 2: The number of
people, who arrived via land
and seainto ltaly, Spain and
Greece in 2026, grouped as
per their nationality.

= Western Mediterranean
I Central Mediterranean

Atlantic (Canaries)
Eastern Mediterranean

Moving out: Members of the military escort
migrants in Ceuta, following the recent mass
crossings of migrants from Morocco into
Spanish territory. REUTERS.

Sea arrivals include those wha face treacherous
Journeys across land to flee to Europe to avoid
persecution, conflict and poverty. Land arrivals include
individuals who arrived in Cyprus by air by crossing the

Green Line into government-controlled areas of Cyprus.

Country of origin not
published (all arrivals since
July 1,2026, plus Greece's land

The different colours show the various routes taken by
those who arrived

border, all year)
14,468

Morocco
2,589
Mali
1,562

Algeria
4,895

Allather
nationalities
(24 countries)
10,942
Somalia
2,203

Bangladesh
7,857

Sudan
5,542

Egypt
1,996

Afghanistan
# 1,336 ™
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HRFHT F JaT T A1 & AT 3reit Sy T A FAA a7 @ &

e Between July 30 and 31, approximately 72,000 people from Morocco arrived at Ceuta,
Spain’s island territory and one of the EU’s only land borders with Africa, in hopes of making it

to Spain.

30 3R 31 Felr$ o &y, SaTHHT 72,000 RRFHIETH! T & SATAT 877 37 35hreht o6 &2y JUdT
| (EU) 1 $& THAM T QAT H F T J3T €, $9 30 A 6 T T 9gT Fha7 |

e Morocco’s economy has improved and poverty has been on the decline over the past few

years.

ﬁaﬁgmaﬁﬁmaﬁmﬁgmgm%aﬂwmﬁmmél

e However, this has not resulted in reduced unemployment, specifically among its youth
population, who comprised a majority of those who fled to Ceuta.
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Former Chinese Premier
Zhu Rong]l dies aged 97

Ananth Krishnan
BEIJING

Zhu Rongji, the former
Premier of China who
played a key role in driving
China’s economic reforms
and transforming the
country into a global eco-
nomic power, died on
Wednesday, aged 97.

Zhu passed away in Beij-
ing from illness, the state-
run Xinhua news agency
said, adding that an obitu-
ary issued by the ruling
Communist Party “ex-
tolled Zhu as an excellent
Party member, a time-test-
ed and loyal communist
fighter, and an outstanding
proletarian revolutionist,
statesman and leader of
the Party and the State.”

“Boss Zhu”, as he came
to be known, played a
transformative role in driv-
ing China’s economic res-
tructuring and reforms un-
der then leader Deng
Xiaoping, first as the head
of the central bank and
then as Premier from 1998
until 2003.

“In his one term as Pre-
mier,” writes the econo-
mist Arthur Kroeber in Chi-
nas  Economy, “he
masterminded the reor-
ganisation and downsizing
of State-owned Enterprises
(SOEs), recapitalisation
and reform of the banking
system, privatisation of the
housing market, and Chi-
na’s long-delayed entry in-
to the World Trade Organi-
sation. Zhu is widely
considered the most effec-
tive economic leader in the
history of the People’s
Republic.”

Zhu’s rise to the top and
his emergence as the face
of China’s reforms were by
no means straightforward.
Zhu was born in October
1928 in Changsha, the pro-
vincial capital of southern
Hunan province, sharing
the same home as Mao
Zedong.

Their similarities ended

Zhu Rongji

there. Graduating from
Beijing’s Tsinghua Univer-
sity, Zhu found himself in
Mao’s crosshairs during
the ‘Anti-Rightist’ purge
launched by Mao in the
late 1950s.

During the ‘Hundred
Flowers’ campaign in 1957,
when Mao invited criti-
cisms of his policies, Zhu
spoke out about the flawed
focus on high growth, an
obsession that later had de-
vastating ~ consequences
during the ‘Great Leap For-
ward’ and famine that
claimed millions of lives
between 1958 and 1962.
For his views, he was
purged from the party in
1958, accused of being a
“Rightist” During Mao’s
Cultural Revolution (1966-
76), Zhu was sent, along
with thousands of other
Chinese intellectuals, to do
labour in the villages.

After Mao’s death, Zhu
and many others were reh-
abilitated by Deng Xiaop-
ing. Zhu was sent to lead
Shanghai in 1988, first as
mayor and then as the par-
ty boss. He spearheaded
the setting up of Pudong —
then barren farmland - as
a pilot area of reforms and
opened up Shanghai to fo-
reign investment.

In 1989, amid inflation
and corruption during the
first decade of Deng’s eco-
nomic reforms, the stu-
dent movement calling for
democracy and political
reforms had posed an exis-
tential threat to the Com-
munist Party before its
brutal crushing by Deng

and then Premier Li Peng.

Zhu was brought to Beij-
ing to help fix the econo-
my. He was appointed Go-
vernor of the People’s
Bank of China, and Vice
Premier. Zhu helped bring
down inflation and protect
the economy during the
Asian Financial Crisis. His
reward was his appoint-
ment to succeed Li as Pre-
mier in 1998.

Zhu broke up the SOEs
— a painful reform that led
to millions losing their jobs
and the end of the “iron
rice bowl” of state-guaran-
teed jobs and benefits —
and opened up the hous-
ing market.

In 2002, Zhu visited In-
dia as Premier as the guest
of Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, pushing for
closer economic ties bet-
ween the two countries.

Zhu told Vajpayee then
that both countries had “si-
milar national conditions
as both of them are en-
gaged in all-round eco-
nomic reform”, and “faced
with the common task of
developing their econo-
mies should compare
notes and learn from each
other in their process of
development”.

Trade between the two
countries grew rapidly
from around $4 billion at
the time of his visit, to
more than $70 billion with-
in a decade, when China,
which had grown into a
lynchpin of global trade,
became India’s biggest
trade partner. Visiting the
Infosys campus in Benga-
luru, he famously declared
that “India is number one
in software, and China is
number one in hardware.”
“If we put these together,
we can become the world’s
number one.”

He reportedly took “15
minutes” to approve, on
the spot, a request from In-
fosys to open an office in
Shanghai, which remains
today.

13A8. Former Chinese Premier Zhu
Rongji dies aged 97

et F qd TeTeTe 31 Aersll 7 97 af
3y & faree

e Zhu Rongji, the former Premier of China
who played a key role in driving China’s
economic reforms and transforming the country
into a global economic power, died on
Wednesday, aged 97.

o T F ITEF GURK 1 3107 g R AU
T 3f2ges 3fde ufFa & gRafdd we &
HETAYUT fHRT THHT aTel HieT & I TeIeTo=T 31
et &7 JEUAR Y 97 Y Y Y F fovereT g aray|

e “Boss Zhu”, as he came to be known,
played a transformative role in driving China’s
economic restructuring and reforms under then
leader Deng Xiaoping, first as the head of the

central bank and then as Premier from 1998 until
2003.

o I & AH Y GHCH 5] Achrelal
T &er FAmn R & Aged 7 O & 3w
YeraTaet 31T GURT &1 37197 qoTe 7 TRETASNT
HfHT A5 FAT S & TogE & w9 7 3R
Y 1998 & 2003 dF THTTHA & &7 3|

e “In his one term as Premier,” writes the
economist Arthur Kroeber in China’s Economy,
“he masterminded the reorganisation and
downsizing of State-owned Enterprises
(SOEsSs), recapitalisation and reform of the
banking system, privatisation of the housing
market, and China’s long-delayed entry into the
World Trade Organisation.

o ITYATEHT TR FICER o F75AToT SHIATH
H forar &, “UuT# 3 & 9 H 379 Teh HhIIHIT
SR 3ogiel BXhRT FJTAT T 36FAT (SOES) &
YeTdaTeeT 3R TR T ol e, Sfehar JoTTelr o
qaﬁsﬁwuaw HTETH SR & foshenor

ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂﬂ'&#aﬁaﬁ?ammﬁiﬁﬂ?ﬁar@rmmaﬁn”

e During the ‘Hundred Flowers’ campaign in 1957, when Mao invited criticisms of his policies,
Zhu spoke out about the flawed focus on high growth, an obsession that later had devastating

consequences during the ‘Great Leap Forward’

between 1958 and 1962.

and famine that claimed millions of lives

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 1



9971932488
L

[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

1957 & ‘€33 welra® HAATT & SNIeT, ST ALY o 31T SATIT Y JATelrerar AT T, da 3
3ed faehre W AUl 9ot U STt & fareer 31maTet 36181 I8 Soet are ¥ ‘d¢ fig vRas’ ik 39
3T o GRTeT Ta=TTerenRy Fiey 31, forast 1958 & 1962 & o ar@l aliart Y Siret =elt a1$|

For his views, he was purged fri)m the party in 1958, accused of being a “Rightist.”

39T fIaRT & FROT 3o 1958 H Tl F fAsawiiaa < T 131 3R 37 W “Gfaoredy gt &t
3RIY SF3TTT 37T

During Mao’s Cultural Revolution (1966-76), Zhu was sent, along with thousands of other
Chinese intellectuals, to do labour in the villages.

AT T FEF T Hifer (1966-76) & SR 31 T §oARI e <ol g TeroNiaDt o A1y viat & 3
Y & o et fem o

Zhu broke up the SOEs — a painful reform that led to millions losing their jobs and the end of
the “iron rice bowl” of state-guaranteed jobs and benefits — and opened up the housing
market.

S THRY TR a1 3GTAT (SOES) T o910+ feohai—3g Teh UIsTerash GuR o1, forash
HROT oAl oAl T FAleh T =Tell a7¢ AR T garT FiATed Al va off$il el “3HRReT T58
I3 STIEYT FATCT g1 Te—a T Iegial AT STTR ! et fer|

In 2002, Zhu visited India as Premier as the guest of Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
pushing for closer economic ties between the two countries.

2002 , 31 7 TTAHAT & T F deehlellel FUTFHAT I fagrY arerddft o 31y & dlk 9w o
T I 1 3R ST et & o aferss 3nfde Gaut i Sicarted fHar|

Trade between the two countries grew rapidly from around $4 billion at the time of his visit, to
more than $70 billion within a decade, when China, which had grown into a lynchpin of
global trade, became India’s biggest trade partner.

SIAT it & ST SATIR IeTehT ATHT & THT I9THT 4 3R STl V deh TF &2 & H1a¥ 70 3Re
STer & 317 g1 71| 59 STt AfRaes SaTIR &1 48T f ot <h1et, TR T HaH 5T AT
ABIER &1 17|

Visiting the Infosys campus in Bengaluru, he famously declared that “India is number one
in software, and China is number one in hardware.”

Srers TP gemIfe TRER 1 ATAT o SRIAT 3egiel TTAeH § & gl AT, “HR HFeda H Tgel
T R g 3R AT gT8aR & Ugel TUHTA W1

“If we put these together, we can become the world’s number one.”

“Afe & S alell bl Teh A1 A &, Y & gl A Tgel TATT W g Feh §1°

GS Paper I11: Economy 13 August 2026
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Amid Opposition protests,
Lok Sabha clears Mines and
Minerals Amendment Bill

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Amid vocal protests by Op-
position members, the Lok
Sabha passed a Bill on
Wednesday to amend the
Mines and Minerals (Deve-
lopment and Regulation)
Act without a debate.

The Lok Sabha took up
the Bill for passage after a
couple of adjournments
earlier in the day. But al-
most immediately the Op-
position trooped into the
Well of the House and
started shouting slogans.

Revolutionary Socialist
Party MP N.K. Premachan-
dran had strongly opposed
the introduction of the Bill,
arguing that it was against
federalism.

When the Chair, Jag-
dambika Pal, put the Bill to
vote, Opposition members
started shouting “Adani,
Adani”.

After the Bill passed,
Parliamentary Affairs Mi-
nister Kiren Rijiju objected
to Opposition MPs crowd-
ing the Well of the House.
Mr. Rijiju said the govern-
ment was ready to debate
the issue of student prot-

Tumultuous scenes: Unlon Mmlsters Kiren leu G. Kishan Reddy,
Arjun Ram Meghwal, and others in the Lok Sabha on Wednesday. PTi

ests over the NEET paper
leaks and urged the Oppo-
sition to start discussion.
He also said Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
was ready to answer ques-
tions and informed the
House that Mr. Shah had
written to the Speaker
seeking a debate.
Meanwhile, Mr. Pal ap-
pealed to Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav and
senior Congress leader
K.C. Venugopal to ask their
respective party members
to take their seats.
However, Mr. Yadav’s at-
tempt to speak proved fu-
tile as his microphone was
not on and his voice got
drowned out in the sloga-

neering. The House was
adjourned till Thursday.

The Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regula-
tion) Amendment Bill,
2026, prevents State go-
vernments from imposing
additional taxes, cesses, or
levies on mineral rights
and gives the Centre grea-
ter control over regulating
mineral-laden lands.

Introducing the Bill,
Coal and Mines Minister G.
Kishan Reddy said diver-
gent fiscal levies by States
had created uncertainty in
the mineral sector and
could raise costs, encour-
age imports and under-
mine domestic supply
chains.

13A8. Amid Opposition protests,
Lok Sabha clears Mines and
Minerals Amendment Bill

e & farer-veeat & T Jma
S @ vg @A g Qeas
LIEGRER ]

¢ Amid vocal protests by Opposition
members, the Lok Sabha passed a Bill on
Wednesday to amend the Mines and
Minerals (Development and Regulation)
Act without a debate.

fagaft TeEat & SIRER fay & i clieras
= JUAR 1 @i 3R @fersr (R va
faferaaer) e 7 geres e arer
e foa fondd sgw & aTiRa & T

e The Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation)
Amendment Bill, 2026, prevents State
governments from imposing additional
taxes, cesses, or levies on mineral rights
and gives the Centre greater control over
regulating mineral-laden lands.

g 3R @fae (e ve fafease)
e faee, 2026, T TIHRT A
Gfast FfAHRY 9T sfaled #3, g ar
I e § AehelT ¢ AR FeloT-Her &
gl A & FafeaeT o e 1 3w
ICREMEEEERCIES

¢ Introducing the Bill, Coal and Mines Minister G. Kishan Reddy said divergent fiscal levies by
States had created uncertainty in the mineral sector and could raise costs, encourage imports
and undermine domestic supply chains.

fa8are Jer Y §U el vd @ner FAY St RhereT 3581 ¥ et 3 T2l GaRT 9T SfTet arel
TCAAT- 37T AP e o Wietot 817 7 HfATercrar Ve i1 § 31K 389 T a7 Fhell &,
3TTATCT 1 IeATgeT T8l Fehcll & TUT TR TYfef A@ATE FASR &1 Hebell 2
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How sustainable is India’s E20 push?

In August, the government told the Lok Sabha that the ethanol blending programme had helped save around 32 lakh crore in foreign exchange. However, Opposition

leaders, including Rahul Gandhi and Arvind Kejriwal, have launched campaigns against E20, saying it harms vehicles and that the government is forcing it on people

M. Kalyanaraman

The story so far:
pposition leaders such as
Rahul Gandhi and Arvind
Kejriwal have launched
campaigns against E20 saying
it harms vehicles and that the government
is forcing it on people. Mr. Kejriwal
alleged that India has “yielded” to
pressure from U.S. President Donald
Trump to buy ethanol from the United
States.

What is the status of production?

The government’s target was to produce
10-11 billion litres of ethanol so that 20% of
petrol used in transport vehicles could
come from ethanol produced in India,
with the money being funnelled into the
Indian economy rather than becoming a
foreign exchange outgo through crude oil
imports. Taking advantage of the policy
push, India’s distillery capacity has
ramped up and is now capable of
producing some 18-20 billion litres from
some 500 distilleries. For this ethanol
year, which runs November to October,
the oil companies have contracted to
procure some 10.5 billion litres of ethanol.

Will it spur corn imports from U.S.?
There is no evidence of a surge in ethanol
or maize (corn) imports in Ministry of
Commerce statistics. In any case, direct
ethanol import for petroleum blending is
banned, though the U.S. corn lobby has
been pushing for India to increase corn
imports. Government figures for this
ethanol year show that 45% of the ethanol
for petrol blending will come from maize,
FCI rice some 22%, sugarcane juice 16%,
B-heavy molasses some 10%, damaged
foodgrains around 4.5% and C-heavy
molasses 1.1%. India’s maize output grew
by 45% in three years to 55 million tonnes
in 202526, with more than 20% of it
going into ethanol, says Shankar Lal Jat of
Indian Council of Maize Research, adding
that there is no need to import it.

Policy push: A billboard promoting £20 fuel policy at a fuel station in New Delhi. AP

Sugarcane juice and B-heavy molasses
go into sugar production and they are
now being diverted to ethanol. The Indian
Sugar Manufacturers’ Association
reported that the closing stock of sugar in
September of 2025 was around 5 million
tonnes, and this year too, the closing
stock is expected to be 5 million tonnes.
This indicates the diversion to ethanol has
not affected sugar availability or stocks.
Yet, in the event of a monsoon failure,
crop losses and foodgrain shortages, the
diversion of FCI rice, sugarcane juice and
B-heavy molasses to ethanol production
will come under stress, raising the
possibility of corn imports.

Should we be worried about using
E20 in our vehicles?

If you bought your vehicle after April
2023, you can fill your petrol tank with
E20, shut it and forget it because that’s
when the Bharat Stage 6 Phase 2 (Real
Driving Emissions) mandate took effect.
Vehicles built after this deadline were
factory-engineered for E20 — with
ethanol-resistant elastomers, fluorinated
fuel lines, upgraded pump seals and
recalibrated engine control units. These
roughly 70 million vehicles, about 23% of
India’s active petrol fleet, face little cause

for concern.

The remaining 77% — nearly 240
million legacy two-wheelers and cars built
for ES5 or EI0 - are the genuine worry.
Ethanol is a polar solvent that degrades
older rubber compounds and plastics,
hardening and cracking fuel hoses over
time. It is also hygroscopic: it absorbs
atmospheric moisture, and in vehicles left
parked for extended periods, the
ethanol-water mixture separates and
settles, forming an acidic layer that
corrodes tanks, damages fuel pumps and
clogs filters with sludge. Consumer
surveys by LocalCircles found 66% of
pre-2023 owners reporting mileage losses
exceeding 10%, and 55% reporting
increased maintenance.

IIT Kanpur’s Engine Research
Laboratory maintains that E20 causes no
notable damage, with efficiency loss
under 5% — attributing most complaints
to driving habits and traffic conditions.
But independent mechanics and
automotive communities dispute this,
citing real-world fuel pump and injector
failures traced to ethanol’s solvent and
low-lubricity properties.

The government told Parliament in
August that one leading automobile
manufacturer had serviced 2.84 crore

13A8. How sustainable is India’s E20 push?
R &1 E20 ATRATT T a1 82

vehicles in FY 2025-26, including about 1.5
crore legacy vehicles, without finding
E20-linked engine damage. Another
two-wheeler maker reported similar
findings. On mileage, it said government
and manufacturer studies showed an
efficiency penalty of about 2 to 6% in
some vehicles designed for E10, though
this too was influenced by driving
conditions, habits and maintenance.

A transparent and more phased rollout
such as in Brazil, where the transition to
high levels of ethanol along with
modifications to vehicles happened over
several decades in a stable manner, would
have taken the people into confidence. In
India, the 10% milestone was reached in
2022. Within three years, the blending
was ramped up to 20% with very little
information and advisories coming from
manufacturers.

Has ethanol blending helped mitigate
oil supply crisis?

In August, the government said in Lok
Sabha that so far, the ethanol blending
programme has led to saving of around ¥2
lakh crore of foreign exchange and
substituting of some 32 million tonnes of
crude oil imports. Substituting 10 billion
litres of petrol with ethanol would mean
dispensing with a month of crude
imports.

The government also told Parliament
that while crude oil prices had gone up
70% during the war in West Asia, petrol
prices at the pump had gone up by only 7
to 8% although under-recoveries had also
increased. The OMCs procure ethanol at
around 70 per litre for blending,
compared with a pump price of around
105 per litre of petrol. The base price of
petrol, which includes the cost of
production, transportation and OMC
margins, is typically 55-60% of the petrol
pump price. On the surface, it appears
that ethanol is not less costly than petrol
but the issue is complex. Ethanol and
petrol follow different costing and tax
regimes, and it would be difficult to make
an independent inference on whether
ethanol has helped keep prices down, as
the government claims.

THE GIST

v

The government’s target was
to produce 10-11 billion litres
of ethanol 50 20% of petrol
used in transport vehicles
could come from ethanol
produced in India, with the
money being funnelled into the
Indian economy.

v

Vehicles built after this April
2023 were factory-engineered
for E20, with ethanol-resistant
elastomers, fluorinated fuel
lines, upgraded pump seals
and recalibrated engine control
units.

The government’s target was to produce 10-11 billion litres of ethanol so that 20% of petrol
used in transport vehicles could come from ethanol produced in India, with the money being
funnelled into the Indian economy rather than becoming a foreign exchange outgo through

crude oil imports.

TIHR FT AT 10-11 3T e FAATH BT ScUTGeT HLAT AT, dATioh TRAET AT H STAATST gt
qTel Ueiel T 20% TEEAT IR H 3cUTied SAATT & 31T Toh 31T 7 & hed Il & T &
ATeTH § faSM HeT o T H FTEI ST oh Tl HRA 3rdegaeyr # gared gl

Taking advantage of the policy push, India’s distillery capacity has ramped up and is now
capable of producing some 18-20 billion litres from some 500 distilleries.

AT FIATE=T T M 3BT §U AR T FBREEoRY a1 7 efr g% ¢ 31 319 wams 1T 500
3ol & Fl9 18-20 37T oex sAATT FT IcUIET Ft T &THAT &

For this ethanol year, which runs November to October, the oil companies have contracted to
procure some 10.5 billion litres of ethanol.

35U 3UAT qY, S TGS § el ofeh Toldl 8, & [T Aol Ul & ofarstar 10.5 3R alex
gl Tleet o eI fhT |

Will it spur corn imports from U.S.?

FIT U HARFT § AFHT HATT H) Jo1@1 fRAA?

There is no evidence of a surge in ethanol or maize (corn) imports in Ministry of Commerce

statistics.
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AIfOGT FATAT & 3Hiehs] 7 3AsATel AT HerehT (lel) & AT H FHET AT G T IS TATOT 6T
gl

e In any case, direct ethanol import for petroleum blending is banned, though the U.S. corn
lobby has been pushing for India to increase corn imports.

fonalY off urfa &, Jeiforge T & fov geuet sdaTe 3mard wfaefa &, greife raARedr Faer
ST 3R U HeFahT TATT J&1e & [T &aT1d STelay T &

e Government figures for this ethanol year show that 45% of the ethanol for petrol blending will
come from maize, FCI rice some 22%, sugarcane juice 16%, B-heavy molasses some 10%,
damaged foodgrains around 4.5% and C-heavy molasses 1.1%.

5 3AATT aY & TIT TRHRY 3Tl A TdT TeldT & o Ieier fRS07 & oI sTa#Te gl arel
STl T 45% HFdh I, FCI TTTeT T SAIHIT 22%, et o IH & 16%, B-heavy molasses &

STITHIT 10%, &TTIIE WiedTell ¥ SI9T93T 4.5% 3R C-heavy molasses I 1.1% 3TTeT|

e India’s maize output grew by 45% in three years to 55 million tonnes in 2025-26, with more
than 20% of it going into ethanol, says Shankar Lal Jat of Indian Council of Maize Research,
adding that there is no need to import it.

Indian Council of Maize Research %QWWE‘IE?W, AR ST HFHT 3T dle It
H 45% FghT 2025-26 A 55 AT &= &) a1am, T T 20% & 3170 STl 3cUIeA H 7 T
& 3ogiol gl Toh S AT Tt T IS JMALTRT el gl

e Sugarcane juice and B-heavy molasses go into sugar production and they are now being
diverted to ethanol.

oot T 3T 3R B-heavy molasses @ 3careet & 3uA1eT v S1a & 31K 319 3¢ sAqaTeT
3cUTEsT T 3R AST ST @ 7

e The Indian Sugar Manufacturers’ Association reported that the closing stock of sugar in
September of 2025 was around 5 million tonnes, and this year too, the closing stock is
expected to be 5 million tonnes.

Indian Sugar Manufacturers’ Association =7 T foh Tda 2025 H Tl &7 3T $ER
aTeTaT 5 AT & o7 31T 57 a¥ &t 31T 83K 5 AT o & fir 30l &1

e This indicates the diversion to ethanol has not affected sugar availability or stocks.
g 2T § ToF AT T 3R T 91T 39 famreret of <fell Y 3UTedr AT HSR 1 Tenfad g7
fRar gl

e Yet, in the event of a monsoon failure, crop losses and foodgrain shortages, the diversion of
FCI rice, sugarcane juice and B-heavy molasses to ethanol production will come under stress,
raising the possibility of corn imports.

T o, AT TG, el Jehdre 3R Wiedlel I et T [FUfd F FCI wrael, et & 7
3iR B-heavy molasses & 3Tl 3cUTesT T 31X FSeT T YfhAT gara 3 317 Swel, ST AFahT
AT Y WHTGAT ¢ Thall g |

Should we be worried about using E20 in our vehicles?

FIT gH 39T d18a1 & E20 F 39T &) T A g Tifee?

o If you bought your vehicle after April 2023, you can fill your petrol tank with E20, shut it and
forget it because that’s when the Bharat Stage 6 Phase 2 (Real Driving Emissions)
mandate took effect.

Ifg 3M9eT 39T 2023 & §1G AT dTgel WIIGT 8, Al 37T 37Te1 Ugiel ¢  E20 #X T § 3R
fAfda T8 Tod §, F3ifeh 33T AT Bharat Stage 6 Phase 2 (Real Driving Emissions) Al
oI G317 2|

¢ Vehicles built after this deadline were factory-engineered for E20 — with ethanol-resistant
elastomers, fluorinated fuel lines, upgraded pump seals and recalibrated engine control
units.
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S8 GAG-TAT o d1¢ [ATHT aTeail Sl HRE & & E20 F IeTdhel Sol1dT IAT A—13 gqaAlar-
anfAe g

These roughly 70 million vehicles, about 23% of India’s active petrol fleet, face little cause
for concern.

9T87aT 70 TR atget, St IR & TfohT gl aTgail o 93 T SI9T879T 23% &, oh Toll fidT &t
gl H HROTE|

The remaining 77% — nearly 240 million legacy two-wheelers and cars built for E5 or
E10 — are the genuine worry.

A 77%—erarstar 240 FATAIeT =t Srafeam aveer 3R E5 a1 E10 ¥ v faffa sR—areafas
frar =1 v &

Ethanol is a polar solvent that degrades older rubber compounds and plastics, hardening
and cracking fuel hoses over time.

geiTel Toh YT fAama® (polar solvent) &, St qRTeT TR AfTent 3R coriees i @RI LT ©
TAT HA & TTYT ST 8IoT T FoR 3R 378 IR YT X Fohar B

It is also hygroscopic: it absorbs atmospheric moisture, and in vehicles left parked for
extended periods, the ethanol-water mixture separates and settles, forming an acidic layer
that corrodes tanks, damages fuel pumps and clogs filters with sludge.

Ig T (hygroscopic) 8 §: I8 argHseY w1l 1 M T & 3R o THY e T3
TgoT aTel ATgAT H SAATCT-UTeAT ST [HAUT 73T BT il ST ST &, forad Ueh 31#eiig IR Sl
%ﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁmﬁ.@ﬁﬁaﬁwq@ﬁﬁ%mﬁmﬁﬁwﬂwwﬁ
gl

Consumer surveys by LocalCircles found 66% of pre-2023 owners reporting mileage losses
exceeding 10%, and 55% reporting increased maintenance.

LocalCircles 3 3U3iierar Gd&Tom & 9 317 foh 2023 ¥ 98 & 66% dTgeT Alfoiahl o 10% I
31T ATS ST 7 AT Y FaeAT &Y, Sk 55% o TEETE F ge & T a1 FHel |

IIT Kanpur’s Engine Research Laboratory maintains that E20 causes no notable damage,
with efficiency loss under 5% — attributing most complaints to driving habits and traffic
conditions.

IIT Kanpur #Y Engine Research Laboratory &7 %gT & foh E20 ¥ I Seol@a &1fa o8
Il 31X gaTaT 7 FHAY 5% T FA [T e—31TAHier Riswrdr & fore ag gfder snedr 3R aramaa
&1 Feufaat & fHFAeR AR B

But independent mechanics and automotive communities dispute this, citing real-world fuel
pump and injector failures traced to ethanol’s solvent and low-lubricity properties.

ekl TaeT Hehfoteh 3R HeIAed T 58 o1 @ 31EeHA & 3R aredias aRfEufagi &
&4l U9 YT SaFeY FT RABIdn3it 1 garem & &, e sqTer & e 31k 7 Revars arer
o7t & ST AT &

The government told Parliament in August that one leading automobile manufacturer had
serviced 2.84 crore vehicles in FY 2025-26, including about 1.5 crore legacy vehicles,
without finding E20-linked engine damage.

IR & I H THE T TAT o Toh G 3iSrAISTS T = e a¥ 2025-26 # 2.84
F3 aTEet 1 AT HY, FHAH 39T 1.5 U3 T ATt amfarer &, 3R 397 E20 & wafee
g1t &7y T ITS S|

Another two-wheeler maker reported similar findings.

T 37T AT aTgeT AT of 3 S8 TR o forsanst T SieTehiy &1

On mileage, it said government and manufacturer studies showed an efficiency penalty of
about 2 to 6% in some vehicles designed for E10, though this too was influenced by driving
conditions, habits and maintenance.
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AIZAST o Gt H TR o gl foh TART IR AT 3227wt & E10 o foIT §10 10 S drgett
H ST 2 A 6% T GaTdT F FHAY ew@rs 718, gTetiter Tg o grsfaer Fir aRfeufawt, smedt 3ikk
EREE ¥ gafad ot

A transparent and more phased rollout such as in Brazil, where the transition to high levels of
ethanol along with modifications to vehicles happened over several decades in a stable
manner, would have taken the people into confidence.

SToiter hr g 31T TReRlT 3R TRUTEE dlich & S8 9] TR ST, S8l atgell # HRllereT &
mmw%gﬁﬁw@rﬁﬁwwaéa&ﬁﬁ%mmﬁgsﬂ, ar sad et &1 faearg e
ToRaT ST T 2T

In India, the 10% milestone was reached in 2022.

HRA H 10% T T8 2022 & g1 fovar |

Within three years, the blending was ramped up to 20% with very little information and
advisories coming from manufacturers.

Eﬁﬂaﬁa:aﬂm%wwwzo%ammﬁmm,mﬁmﬁanﬁﬁamﬁa@w
SATAHRY 3R g SIRY [T a1

Has ethanol blending helped mitigate oil supply crisis?

FAT AT FAHOT F et ITfel TFe I F3 FIe A AGg g7

In August, the government said in Lok Sabha that so far, the ethanol blending programme
has led to saving of around %2 lakh crore of foreign exchange and substituting of some 32
million tonnes of crude oil imports.

3T H TIHR o AhTHT H gl foh 319 dh ST AT FRIHH & HRUT o978 2 A1 S
@rﬁﬁeﬁgmﬁmg@%ﬁwazﬁﬁmmﬁﬁ%mwwmw
gl

Substituting 10 billion litres of petrol with ethanol would mean dispensing with a month of
crude imports.

10 3R olleT YT & FAaAT ¥ FIATART et T 312 U AL & hed dof & AT Sl TATCT
AT g |

The government also told Parliament that while crude oil prices had gone up 70% during the
war in West Asia, petrol prices at the pump had gone up by only 7 to 8% although under-
recoveries had also increased.

TR o Te; 1 Fg i Tl o aiersr ofim & geur & gRieT F=2 Qe Y Fral & 70%
Wg‘é STefeh 99 UX Uclel ﬁWﬁW?@S%ﬁaﬂ%?,mﬁ—ﬁ%ﬂaﬂaﬁr
|

The OMCs procure ethanol at around ¥70 per litre for blending, compared with a pump price
of around 105 per litre of petrol.

et fauuret Hufaar (OMCs) fAS0T & TAT sAsTer 91e7eT 70 Ui eiex I X & Wledr &, st
ETel &1 I9 Hed eTa18TeT 3105 et e B

The base price of petrol, which includes the cost of production, transportation and OMC
margins, is typically 55-60% of the petrol pump price.

Uil &1 ITUR Hed, Tae 3curest, aRagl 3R OMC HITSTe &I dreTe aMffe gicll &, AT
USI & 99 Hed HT 55-60% BT 5

On the surface, it appears that ethanol is not less costly than petrol but the issue is complex.
S AR IR QAT Tl 81T & T SaATer Uil T Tofall 7 &hef SaTcl alell 78l &, oichal g Heal
sfea gl

Ethanol and petrol follow different costing and tax regimes, and it would be difficult to make
an independent inference on whether ethanol has helped keep prices down, as the
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government claims.

ST 3 ATl & TIT IHeTeT-37e09T AT 3N FT STTEATE o9 Blell § 3N 58 IR & Tl
forshy foYpTeraAT ST BT o &1 ST o, ST foh TFR T &1aT §, P! Y el IWA H FAee
el
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What psychiatric genetics can
and cannot tell an Indian family

What can genetics usefully do in your consultation room today? It can reduce blame: a mother did not cause schizophrenia by being ‘too strict, a

father did not ‘transmit’ bipolar disorder through a moral failing; biology matters and families often find that acknowledgement to be a relief

A.Io! Kul !!r.m

hen a young man was

brought to my clinic after

his first episode of

psychosis, his parents
wanted to know when he could return to
college.

This is not an atypical first interaction.
However, in many instances, after a few
consultations later and especially once
the immediate crisis had settled, the
questions would take a different turn.

“Is this in our blood?” a parent would
ask. And should their child undergo a
genetic test?

I could often tell that they were
thinking about whether they had ‘caused’
the illness, whether their child’s future
was foregone, and whether the diagnosis
would affect marriage prospects and the
ability to have healthy children.

Broadly, families rarely ask about
psychiatric genetics out of scientific
curiosity. They ask because they are
looking for an explanation and, indeed,
relief from blame.

Sources of risk

This is where colloguialisms like “genes
for schizophrenia” or “genes for
depression” do a lot of harm. Psychiatric
genetics has made remarkable progress in
recent years and, as doctors and medical
researchers, we know that genes do not
determine a person’s destiny. But there is
also another equally important message:
vulnerability is distributed and
complicated but also inseparable from the
life in which it is expressed.

The engine of much of this progress is
the genome-wide association study
(GWAS). Instead of choosing a few
candidate genes to study, researchers use
GWAS to compare millions of common
genetic variants across very large groups
of people with and without a condition.
The point is to find out whether some
variants appear more often in one
particular group.

In common psychiatric disorders, no
single gene variant has an effect
comparable to the effects of single genes
in monogenic diseases like Tay-Sachs
disease or Duchenne muscular dystrophy.
In other words, risk is polygenic: it
emerges from the combined influence of
thousands of variants, along with rare
genetic changes, development,
environment, and chance.

Signals in genomes

In 2022, a landmark schizophrenia study
involving tens of thousands of people
identified associations at 287 genomic
regions and pointed to genes active in
neurons and synapses. A similarly large
bipolar disorder study in 2021 identified
64 associated regions. Both these GWAS
studies showed where researchers could
look for biological mechanisms
underlying these conditions — and
possible treatment options.

That said, a genomic region is not the
same as a gene, and association is not
causation. Many ‘signals’ lie in stretches
of DNA that regulate when and where
genes are switched ‘on’ rather than
directly encoding a protein. Several genes

Psychiatric genetics won't identify people before they fall ill, but it can replace superstition and blame with a more accurate account of vulnerability. GETTY IMAGES

may sit near the same signal. The relevant
effect may occur during a narrow period
of brain development. A GWAS is more
like a satellite map that highlights areas of
interest; to drill down beyond that,
scientists have to use other tools.

GWAS studies have also exposed a
mismatch between traditional diagnostics
and biology. For example, in a December
2025 study in Nature, researchers
reported that some inherited risk is
shared across schizophrenia and bipolar
disorder. This does not mean diagnoses
become meaningless. A diagnosis is still
useful to guide treatment and
communicate the prognosis to the
patients and their families. At the same
time, the finding suggests that nature has
not organised mental illness according to
the chapter headings of the Diagnostic
and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders
(DSM).

Reasons to be cautious
Some groups have still tried to compress
all these small effects into a combined
polygenic risk score — a single number
they intend to use to estimate a person’s
inherited susceptibility. While such scores
can be useful in specific areas of research,
they cannot say whether a person will
become ill, at what age, how severe the
condition will be or which medicine will
‘work. A person with a higher polygenic
risk score may also remain well while a
person with a lower score may develop
illness. This is because the score captures
only a part of genetic liability, and it does
not ‘contain’ childhood adversity, sleep
disruption, substance use, medical
illness, social support, access to timely
care, and so on.

The International Society of Psychiatric

Genetics has cautioned that current
polygenic risk scores for schizophrenia,
bipolar disorder, and depression are not
sufficiently accurate for routine clinical
prediction.

Indian psychiatrists have one more
reason to be cautious. Genomic databases
have historically drawn
disproportionately from people of
European ancestry. Scores developed
from those datasets are often less
accurate in other populations because the
frequencies and correlations of genetic
variants differ by ancestry. Even “Indian
ancestry” is too blunt a label. The
Genomelndia project, which generated
‘whole-genome data from 10,000 healthy,
unrelated Indians across 83 population
groups, documented an extraordinary
genetic diversity. India cannot simply
import a score developed elsewhere, test
it in a small urban sample, and assume it
applies to all its peoples.

All this is to say that psychiatric
genomics has its value when exercised
properly: by involving diverse populations
in research and clinicians and
communities when deciding how data
will be used, and protecting privacy and
refusing to allow the enthusiasm of
commerce to outrun science.

Protecting probabilities
What, then, can genetics usefully change
in your consultation room today? It can
reduce blame. A mother did not cause
schizophrenia by being “too strict”. A
father did not ‘transmit’ bipolar disorder
through a moral failing. Biology matters
and families often find that
acknowledgement to be a relief.

Genetic vulnerability should not be
converted into fatalism. The risks I

encounter are often visible even without
genetic sequencing: several nights
without sleep before a manic episode,
escalating cannabis use in a vulnerable
'young person, treatment stopped because
of stigma, months lost because specialist
care is too far away. I told one of the
families that mental illnesses can cluster
in families but also that there is no genetic
test yet that can declare their son to be
‘safe’ or ‘doomed’. He should not be
treated as a patient-in-waiting. The more
useful approach is to track the early
‘warning signs, avoid intoxicants, sleep
well, seek help promptly if sustained
changes appear, and focus on recovery.

Psychiatric genetics will probably
become clinically more useful as datasets
become larger and more representative,
and as scientists better combine genetic
findings with developmental, clinical, and
environmental information. It may even
help divide broad syndromes into
biologically meaningful subgroups or
identify new drug targets. However,
predicting what will happen in future will
also remain probabilistic; that will not

. And just as well, we must work to

keep probabilities from being
misunderstood, stigmatised or
commercialised.

1f you take one message away from this
article: psychiatric genetics will not
identify people before they fall ill but it
can replace superstition and blame with a
more accurate account of vulnerability.
Genes load the dice but you can still
strategise your way through the game.

(Dr. Alok Kulkarni is a senior consultant
psychiatrist at the Manas Institute of
Mental Health and Neurosciences,
Hubballi, Karnataka.
alokvkulkarni@gmail.com)

13A8. What psychiatric genetics can and cannot tell an Indian family

HARNT HTe7a AT SRAT IRAR Y 741 a1 FHhelt 8 3R Far 7t

Broadly, families rarely ask about psychiatric genetics out of scientific curiosity.

ST § A ST ST Al TRAR AARNT ATFATARY & TR 7 21re; & el Gamferen foramen &

FROT I &
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e This is where colloquialisms like “genes for schizophrenia” or “genes for depression” do a
lot of harm.

TET RS fAaT & Sfia a1 “Irawrg & Ser” S 37 SiordTel & Qe agaﬂmaqgmﬁﬁl
¢ In common psychiatric disorders, no single gene variant has an effect comparable to the

effects of single genes in monogenic diseases like Tay-Sachs disease or Duchenne
muscular dystrophy.

AT FAARET TTHRT 7 TR Teh SileT hT g Teh TATaerar AT T371d g1 STeicl 5if Tay-Sachs
disease Ir Duchenne muscular dystrophy ST Tehel-siiel el STATRAT # 91T ST arel

Tehel Silel o THIG & FHIT &
MAJOR PARTS OF THE BRAIN AND THEIR FUNCTIONS
0 CEREBRUM - Thinking and Voluntary Actions l e CEREBELLUM - Balance and Coordination
The carobrum is the largest part of the brain, It is resporsible for — o) he Located at the back of the brain, the cerebefium
thinking. intelligence, memory, learning, language, sensary | | Conuis plnring, decsie coordinates balance, posture and smooth
perception and voluntary movements. _.f—*\__ y/ mmﬂl‘:«:ﬂ" muscular rnwements
o

Txample Decidng how to

2cive 3 mathumatics

problem ivolves this

region.

73l Parietal Lobe
"“ | Procesas sensations vich

/ s touch, pressurs, pein
and teerperature and heps
us wnderstand spanal
relstionchips

\ Temporal Lobe
\ 9 | important for hesring,

Example Recognsing o
famdiar volce involves
tha area

Occiptal Lobe

Example: While riding a bicycle,
the cerebellum helps coordinate
your muscles 5o that you remain
balanced,

9 BRAINSTEM - Basic Life-Support Functions o THALAMUS - Information Relay Centre
The brainstem connects the brain with the spinal cord. The thalamus acts somewhat fike a relay station
It controls many essential ‘rwolunrtary 'uﬂchons Most sensory information travelling toward the

cerebral cortex passes through it for
further processing.
(‘) Vislon —
These functions Hear e
operate 9 =27
continuously Touth ——
without our ’“ - ,_--“'“'
conscious Smell — =
cantrol e e

© HYPOTHALAMUS - Body's Internal Regulator

The hypothalamus helps maintain body temperature, hunger,

thirst, sleep and hormonal regulation. Maintains
Through its refationship with the pituitary gland, it plays homeostasis -
a major role in the endocrine system. keeps the body's
— nternal environmeant
stable and balanced

@ | Body ( TO‘ O Thirst

EASY RECALL: Cerebeum = Think Cerebellum = Balance Brainstem = Survive Thalamus = Relay Hypothalamus = Regulate
¢ In other words, risk is polygenic: it emerges from the combined influence of thousands of
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variants, along with rare genetic changes, development, environment, and chance.
G sl #H, SH qg-3F+f1eT (polygenic) BIcIT §: I8 GoRI 3MTeIa I FATAeraait & Tgerd waia
& HTY-HTY GorsT JHTefateh IRacia, faer, TaiTavoT 3R HA19T & 3+ gim ¢ |

Signals in genomes

AT A T

In 2022, a landmark schizophrenia study involving tens of thousands of people identified
associations at 287 genomic regions and pointed to genes active in neurons and synapses.

2022 #, gSTRT A Y A et aTet FASAIBIAAT & Teh Hgeaqul Jreazrel o 287 Safars &t
F HeCUAT3T T qgare T 3N qew aur feted 7 |fsha St S 3T Fehd 3|

A similarly large bipolar disorder study in 2021 identified 64 associated regions.

S IR, 2021 H T 1T T 93 aIg9IeR BAEITE AT o 64 Hagy &A1 I IgareT Hi|

For example, in a December 2025 study in Nature, researchers reported that some inherited
risk is shared across schizophrenia and bipolar disorder.

3ETeR0T & AT, fedeX 2025 # Nature & TehIRI Ueh eI H MR 131 o T o
InTafiF w0 & faraa & frea arem sHf@w RAsihiaram 3R STguor fSH3iTET et & TS giar
gl

This is because the score captures only a part of genetic liability, and it does not ‘contain’
childhood adversity, sleep disruption, substance use, medical illness, social support, access
to timely care, and so on.

T 3EfAT § Fifh Tg TR HTeTa e & & dharel Teh @ &1 gl § 3R 38 srervet
wfcieher aR &N, sfic 7 cgatre, Aeeh qert & 3uier, Ffheda fA, FHfoe qad,
HHA R STAR cloh TE T 3H1e; e w1gh ghel |

The risks | encounter are often visible even without genetic sequencing: several nights
without sleep before a manic episode, escalating cannabis use in a vulnerable young person,
treatment stopped because of stigma, months lost because specialist care is too far away.

A A oY dTel il 3FER ITTa A% HTHaA0T & e 8ff fewrs 2 §: eaed JaoT ¥ gl
S Tl e w1 o1 HTeAT, el TeTier Yar cafeFe gaRT SoclT g3 SheATiord defet, Feich & HROT
3YAR & Y AT, AT AT e gt g &Y o HROT g A=A T TAY T & AT |
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Kazakhstan,
desperate for
rain, turns to

cloud-seeding
EET—

here were only arid steppes in
T sight when a small plane took off

from an airport in southern
Kazakhstan, embarking on a delicate
mission: bringing rain for the scorched
earth below.

To tackle the severe droughts and
water shortages that plague the country,
Kazakhstan has resorted to cloud seeding,
a weather modification method
previously unseen in Central Asia.

“The aircraft is specifically equipped
with a cloud-seeding flare system,”
Ahmed Aljaberi, a pilot with the United
Arab Emirates’s meteorological centre,
which conducts cloud seeding at home
and is collaborating with Kazakhstan on
the project, explained.

Cartridges fixed on the aircraft’s wings
contain a substance that, when dispersed,
sticks to cloud droplets, making them
heavy enough to fall as rain.

Kazakh authorities are betting on cloud
seeding to reduce the impact of drought
and water shortages in its southern
Turkestan area, the country’s leading
cotton-growing region.

Areas in the region with some 9,110
square kilometres of arable land are being
targeted, with estimated economic
benefits of around $75 million a year
through better harvests.

Kazakh authorities are betting on
cloud seeding to reduce the
impact of drought and water
shortages in its southern
Turkestan area, the country’s
leading cotton-growing region

Delivering droplets onto the parched
crops requires meticulous preparation to
identify suitable clouds.

CONTACT: 9971932488

The plane must “get as close as
possible, detect the updrafis, and begin
seeding,” Mr. Aljaberi said on board the
flight.

At best, the technique can increase
precipitation by 15% to 20%, according to
various scientific studies.

But those involved also highlight the
significant risk of failure due to numerous
factors, not least because not just any
cloud can be seeded.

“Salt particles — specifically sodium
chloride and potassium chloride — are
most often used” as cloud-seeding agents,
said Adnan Yarmohammed, one of the
Emirati officials in charge of sharing his
country’s experience.

The techniques vary: either seeding
rockets are burned to release a plume of
particles, or the saline solution is sprayed
directly into the cloud for greater
precision.

This “weighs down the droplets,”
which “grow from a few micrometres to
several millimetres: up to two or three.
They fall, and it rains,” explained Mr.
Yarmohammed.

He added that the technique “does not
create new clouds”.

The Kazakh meteorological service said
the impact of the project is “local and
short-lived,” and that it “does not affect
climate processes or alter the movement
of air masses”.

The effects of boosting rainfall through
cloud seeding remain uncertain, its
consequences difficult to measure, and its
large-scale application costly.

The World Meteorological Organization
has called for more scientific research,
pointing to a “rise in demand for these
activities ... due to the frequency of
droughts”.

The UN organisation has also ruled out
any danger to human health or the
environment and acknowledged potential
economic benefits if the technique proved
successful. The method, already used in
around 50 countries to combat drought,
hail, and air pollution, is new for Central
Asia — a region warming twice as fast as
the global average.

13A8. Kazakhstan,
desperate for rain,
turns to cloud-
seeding

9T & fAT a9
FATETITT o FAT3S-
HifEer &1 werr fon

o To tackle the
severe droughts and
water shortages that
plague the country,
Kazakhstan has resorted
to cloud seeding, a
weather modification
method previously unseen
in Central Asia.

2T ol JHIfad et aTel
R @ R FeT-HFe &
fgea & forw sam@EdrT
I FaT3s-HIfEer (Ag dire)
T TR foram g, St aey
U7 F ugel SIET IS
IS AFA T T Th
fafrgl

e “The aircraft is
specifically equipped with
a cloud-seeding flare
system,” Ahmed Aljaberi,
a pilot with the United
Arab Emirates’s
meteorological centre,
which conducts cloud
seeding at home and is
collaborating with
Kazakhstan on the
project, explained.

TYF 3R IHARIT &
Ala# G ohg & 9w
HEHE eI, ToreenT
&g 391 A H Fel33-

W Far & 3R 57 IRASTAT R FolE@EdTT & AT TEAET FT IET &, oF a1, “faaeT & [y
T U Ueh FaAT33-HFET ForT gorrelt oors a1$ &1

e Cartridges fixed on the aircraft’'s wings contain a substance that, when dispersed, sticks to
cloud droplets, making them heavy enough to fall as rain.

faaTeT & d@t aX oY FRE! & Teh AT Ier 8T &, S HhellT STy O ateret Y @t & o Sfrar
¥ 31X o8 ST AT T AT & R I F w9 F A PR EF|
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o Kazakh authorities are betting on cloud seeding to reduce the impact of drought and water
shortages in its southern Turkestan area, the country’s leading cotton-growing region.

FeATE ORI G2 & T FITH IcUTeh &1, Sa1oN Jheare &17 # JW 3R STef-The & Je1T
Pl HH I & TIT FASS-WET I IR F R B

e Atbest, the technique can increase precipitation by 15% to 20%, according to various
scientific studies.

faffieer dmferen 3rearet & 31T, wdfa feufd 7 g Tehelieh ador 7 15% & 20% deh Iefd
T Fehell B

e  “Salt particles — specifically sodium chloride and potassium chloride — are most often
used” as cloud-seeding agents, said Adnan Yarmohammed, one of the Emirati officials in
charge of sharing his country’s experience.

379 &2 & T3 T ATHT et & TIT [TFAGR 3HART HTARRET 7 & Toh JrgalreT IRAGFHS
Y gl ToF F33-WET Tole & T F “THS & HUT—FAY T & AEIH FaREs 3R R
FARTSE—aFT Ga¥ 31T 39Ner far Srar &1

e The techniques vary: either seeding rockets are burned to release a plume of particles, or the
saline solution is sprayed directly into the cloud for greater precision.

Cehetleh 3TETIT-3Tel3T GIclT & T Al W IAHE STemeh U T Teh IER BIST STl §, AT HTh
HEIHAT & TIT @R ©Tel FT A dige & g fhar Srargl

e This “weighs down the droplets,” which “grow from a few micrometres to several millimetres:
up to two or three.

Ig sk “Fal F Y F A 8, S “Fo ASHIAICT U Tt H fAehaiex de g s §—
T dHA aF A1 i AT deh”
e Theyfall, and it rains,” explained Mr. Yarmohammed.
g A AR & 3R awT 1Y &, o ar&AgFe ¥ Tavsan|
e He added that the technique “does not create new clouds”.
3ogiel el foh TG deheilch ‘AT TG ALY FATc|”

o The effects of boosting rainfall through cloud seeding remain uncertain, its consequences
difficult to measure, and its large-scale application costly.

FAT3S-TNTST & ATETH T IO Tl & T 3737 of arfafeaa &, suas aRomat & #Argar s &
3R 93 YA W SHHT T AGIT L |

e The World Meteorological Organization has called for more scientific research, pointing to a
“rise in demand for these activities ... due to the frequency of droughts”.

faea wlwer et Warse (World Meteorological Organization) = 31fereh daTfeleh JfeTaeT=T Y
AT TR T fear & 3 q@ A agclt gy & FRor 3o arfafaftrat i sgelt wmr i 3w
Hond feraT Bl

e The UN organisation has also ruled out any danger to human health or the environment and
acknowledged potential economic benefits if the technique proved successful.

S8 HYFA ST VIS o HloTd TARELT IT TATEROT & THT ol off e &b ararar oht o @niat
foram § 3R a1 § T afe I8 aohelier el FagH glch &, oY 308 S 3mfes wmer g Herd 8|

e The method, already used in around 50 countries to combat drought, hail, and air pollution,
is new for Central Asia — a region warming twice as fast as the global average.

Ig Tafey, foraenT 3TN Tgor & €1 ofarster 50 el & @, 3ieng e 3R arg Fquor & foves & fov
T 51 T &, \ew v & forw 71 §—g e et & S dRae sitwa i geren 7 wpeh afe @

THA WE

GS Paper IlI: Internal Security 13 August 2026
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13A8 | HC seeks clarity over Meta’s policy on Rights Manager tool
4
WETH AR ol W AeT A AfT F AF g8 FIE F Alam Twséiaor
The Defence Ministry issued the tender for multirole transport aircraft to multiple Indian firms,
including HAL and private defence majors; it aims to replace Indian Air Force’s ageing cargo fleet
Saurabh Trivedi tical airlift missions.
NEW DELHI Separately, the force is
inducting the C-295 tran-
he Defence Minis- sport aircraft under a pro-
try on Wednesday gramme involving Airbus
issued a tender and Tata, with around 70
worth around %1 lakh crore aircraft planned for the IAF
for 60 multirole transport and the majority of them
aircraft (MTA) for the In- to be manufactured in In-
dian Air Force (IAF), in a dia. The MTA programme
major push to replace its is part of the IAF’s broader
ageing fleet of cargo and modernisation drive amid
transport aircraft and ex- concerns over its ageing
pand its strategic airlift transport fleet and the
capability. need to augment airlift
The tender has been is- I capabilities.
sued to multiple Indian  Airlift assets: The IAF's C-130J Super Hercules aircraft flanked by The IAF has also issued
companies, including Hin-  two C-295 aircraft during a flypast. FILE PHOTO a tender for 114 multirole
dustan Aeronautics Limit- fighter aircraft under its
ed (HAL) and private sec- Indian companies to would be built through long-pending fighter mo-
tor defence majors, a partner with global joint ventures between In-  dernisation programme. It
senior Defence Ministry of o uipment dian companies and the is simultaneously looking
ficial said. ) manufa s as OEMs. to acquire more than 100
The programme is en- =~~~ —— ———— trainer aircraft to replace
visaged as an Indian-led in- part of programme Aerial refuelling its ageing Hawk fleet and
itiative, with Indian com- The MTA are expected to  augment training capacity
panies partnering with provide the IAF with en- as the number of fighter
global original equipment already operated by the hanced capability to rapid- squadrons is sought to be
manufacturers (OEMs) to  IAF for special operations.  ly move troops, equipment  increased.
manufacture the aircraft in Under the proposed and other military assets The proposed transport
the country, the official programme, around 20% over long distances. The aircraft programme is also
added. of the aircraft are expected  aircraft could also poten-  expected to deepen India’s
Mahindra Defence has to be inducted in fly-away tially be configured for ae-  domestic aerospace manu-
tied up with Brazilian ae- condition, while the re- rial refuelling, providing facturing ecosystem by
rospace major Embraer to  maining aircraft would be  the IAF with an additional  bringing global OEMs into
offer the C-390 Millenni- manufactured in India. tanker capability. production partnerships
um, while Tata is partner- The domestically pro- The IAF currently oper-  with Indian companies
ing U.S. firm Lockheed duced aircraft are expect-  ates 12 C-130] Super Her- and increasing indigenous
Martin to offer the C-130] ed to have more than 60%  cules aircraft, primarily for ~ content in military airlift
Super Hercules, which is indigenous content and special operations and tac-  platforms.
13A8. Centre floats tender worth %1 lakh crore for 60 planes

¥g o 60 e & faw 1 ar@ 03 7ew F1 Afder ar&r A

e The Defence Ministry on Wednesday issued a tender worth around %1 lakh crore for 60
multirole transport aircraft (MTA) for the Indian Air Force (IAF), in a major push to replace
its ageing fleet of cargo and transport aircraft and expand its strategic airlift capability.

YT FHAT o JUAR T ARAT I J=AT (IAF) & AT oa1s7e1 11 91 FUZ 7o & 60 Wﬁw
aRaga et (MTA) 1 &lie & fore fAfaer STy &, Sit 38 0= 1 3¢ Alelares 3R aRageT
fIATEAT & 93 FI e olet TAUT 3HDT [T TIFAFE &TAAT ST [aTdR el I fGem & Uk 31

T |

e The tender has been issued to multiple Indian companies, including Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) and private sector defence majors, a senior Defence Ministry official said.
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& HATeIT & Teh asa TN o el o I Twifaer fiqearnT waiaifesw fafdes (HAL) afea
g TR Shufarat 3R oM &1 T ToQ T&T huaiat i STRY 1 1S &

e The programme is envisaged as an Indian-led initiative, with Indian companies partnering
with global original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) to manufacture the aircraft in the
country, the official added.

3R A et o 30 FRIFH HT TRFUAT T HRA-Acd Tl Tl & &9 H 1 18 8, foras
AR HUfAar AT¥aes Fer 3T fAATa3iT (OEMs) & HIY AISIGRY &l 42T H 3of faHTeT T
forAToT S|

¢ Mahindra Defence has tied up with Brazilian aerospace major Embraer to offer the C-390

Millennium, while Tata is partnering U.S. firm Lockheed Martin to offer the C-130J Super
Hercules, which is already operated by the IAF for special operations.

afgeT B%H o C-390 TRt iy Gerener o oI siTofiel ! J&@ TIRIEIH SHu= Embraer &
Y TSR T &, STafeh TTer & C-130J R g hl G & ToIv ARDT shosit
Lockheed Martin & &1 ABIERT T &, T8 IAF 9ge & &[99 JT3am&t & o Farferd #ar
gl

e Under the proposed programme, around 20% of the aircraft are expected to be inducted in
fly-away condition, while the remaining aircraft would be manufactured in India.

JEIIAd PRIH & dgd o1 20% AR ) 3e7-319T IR feufa 7 anfae e s fir
3FAIE &, STt AW FATAT 1 fA#E0T FIRT & fHar Sream|

e The domestically produced aircraft are expected to have more than 60% indigenous
content and would be built through joint ventures between Indian companies and the OEMSs.

&er 7 fAfAa faaret 7 60% & 31 Faaedt @l gl 1 371G § 3R St fadTor R
AT TAUT OEMs o ST T IUsheAT & ATETH § feham Sream|

Aerial refuelling
EATS ST ST

e The MTA are expected to provide the IAF with enhanced capability to rapidly move troops,
equipment and other military assets over long distances.

MTA & IAF o1 &fctehi, 3Tt 3R 3= o1 aREafrat wr aelt gl as it § Tu@aia #=
T g &THAT [HoTet i 3741e B |

e The aircraft could also potentially be configured for aerial refuelling, providing the IAF with
an additional tanker capability.

37 TOATEAT &7 TR &0 ¥ gatE et o & v off Reuea v o gevar , forad IAF &t
sifaRea dt ararar area gt

e The IAF currently operates 12 C-130J Super Hercules aircraft, primarily for special
operations and tactical airlift missions.

IAF AT 3 12 C-130] YR eXFIfd faAT! 7 Feleled el &, TSieTehr H&g &9 4 faQy
3ifararat 3R aARen vIRiewe [t & fow suer fohar ST gl

e Separately, the force is inducting the C-295 transport aircraft under a programme involving
Airbus and Tata, with around 70 aircraft planned for the IAF and the majority of them to be
manufactured in India.

37611 &, A @1 Airbus 3R Tata & 53 Teh HRIhA & ded C-295 IRaga faamal i enfdrer #¢
W g, [oasd dgd IAF & forw S1eme1eT 70 Ta#T=t i Jietar § 3R g3 & 31fepier o1 fa#Tor IRa
# forar STEem|

o The MTA programme is part of the IAF’s broader modernisation drive amid concerns over
its ageing transport fleet and the need to augment airlift capabilities.
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MTA SIS |AF 3 ST9e Sfadhietor 3T &7 e 8, St 389 U= o 1§ IRase a8 i
T RIaT3tt 31T TaRfoIe &THAT3IT T 9aTe ahY 3TTaRThdT & dId TeTT oI 8T gl

e The IAF has also issued a tender for 114 multirole fighter aircraft under its long-pending
fighter modernisation programme.

IAF &1 379Y o §HY  oifa ey faameT myfadisior $riwA & dgd 114 Tg3egiia asm
et & fow off frfaer S #r g

e It is simultaneously looking to acquire more than 100 trainer aircraft to replace its ageing
Hawk fleet and augment training capacity as the number of fighter squadrons is sought to be

increased.

1Y §Y, TISTeh THATgell hl TEAT TG o TITAT & o1 IAF 319 Tl Hawk a3 Y Sgelel 3R
GTRIHYUT &THAT JgTet & ot 100 & 31T yiares Rfae T &lie X off fear & & gl

o The proposed transport aircraft programme is also expected to deepen India’s domestic
aerospace manufacturing ecosystem by bringing global OEMs into production partnerships
with Indian companies and increasing indigenous content in military airlift platforms.

gEdTiad IRag fAaAT Sihd § AR HUfadt & T 3cures AR H 3ffas OEMs #r
QAT e 3N Ao TIRTATE CelehiAT & Faeelt TTHAT TG AR & B¥el Taieaw fafastor
iR fRufat a= =1 ot FoTae et 1 371e B

HC seeks clarity over Meta’s

policy on Rights Manager tool

The Delhi High Court on Wednesday sought
clarity from Meta over its policy governing access
to its Rights Manager tool, after concerns were
raised that fraudulent actors have allegedly
exploited the platform’s copyright-protection
mechanism to target original content. Justice
Anup Jairam Bhambhani directed Meta to place
on record its norms and eligibility criteria for
granting access to Rights Manager, along with the
grounds on which applications for the tool may
be rejected. The directions came during the
hearing of a suit filed by a content creator.

13A8. HC seeks clarity over Meta’s policy on
Rights Manager tool

TEeH AAeR gl W AT M AfT Fraax gE e
I FISENHIOT

e The Delhi High Court on Wednesday sought clarity
from Meta over its policy governing access to its Rights
Manager tool, after concerns were raised that fraudulent
actors have allegedly exploited the platform’s copyright-
protection mechanism to target original content.

o T 3T 7o A §UAR HI AT § 38 TgeH
ﬁmmﬁqﬁaﬁﬁuﬁamaﬁ;ﬂﬁww
ml%ﬁé&rmﬁmﬁ%mﬁmw ST 3R e
T AT T SETerer Fa aTel SAfaaat oF Hifore aral
TRRITAT STt 3 TeIT colethial s hITRIST-FIET Tl T
geuT gl

e Justice Anup Jairam Bhambhani directed Meta to
place on record its norms and eligibility criteria for granting
access to Rights Manager, along with the grounds on which
applications for the tool may be rejected.
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e The directions came during the hearing of a suit filed by a content creator.
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